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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


EGYPTIAN PAPER TREATS LRANIAN ISSUE IN DEPTH 
Political, Social Issues Examined 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Jul 86 p 3 
[Article by Ahmad al-Suyufi: "Second Fact-Finding Tour in Islamic Iran"] 


[Text] For the second time, AL-SHA'B presents portraits and scenes of life in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran while maintaining its neutrality by reporting its 
observations inside this Islamic country unadorned and without comment. 


The last time, we went into the form of rule and Parliament, including their 
championing of the cause of virtue, Jerusalem Day, and media centers and their 
position on subjugation. Today we deal with issues related to the war, 
Shiite-Sunni relations, women's causes, culture, and the economy. 


Scene I - The War 


There is no doubt that the war issue is a complicated one and many feel that 
the Iranian position is hard-line because Iran is determined to continue the 
fighting despite heavy costs to both sides. However, Iranian officials in 
their officia’ statements and interviews with us insist on the need to 
discuss the issue, starting with its preludes, or how the war started and how 
the guilty must be brought to justice. 


Shaykh Muhammad al-Taskhiri, a preeminent media official in Iran, in talking 
with us, invoked the Qur'anic verse: "And if two parties among the believers 
fall into a quarrel, make ye peace between them: But if one of them 
transgresses beyond bounds against the other, then fight ye all against the 
one that transgresses until it complies with the Command of God; but if it 
complies, then make peace between them and be fair: for God loves those who 
are fair and just." I believe that the phrase "among the believers" must be 
underlined several times for he believes that the Ba'th Party in Iraq has 
deviated from Islam and therefore cannot be regarded as the believer to which 
this verse refers. He believes that Iran and Iraq must be brought together 
through an Islamic court of justice which, unfortunately, is non-existent 
today. Such a court must include fair and unbiased judges able to realize the 








second part of the Qur'anic verse: "make peace between them and be fair; 
God loves those who are fair and just." 


The Iranians believe that to this very moment, the conciliators have bee 
biased, and, until the desired Islamic court of justice is created, the 
solution available to them is to fight for their rignts and punish the 
culprit. 


Based on statements made by those we interviewed in different places, we 
perceived a consensus on the need to carry on with the war which they regard 
as a holy war mission. Even if we were to assume that the interviewees do not 
truly represent the trend of public opinion, reports in the last issues about 
millions of people coming together regularly on various political and 
religious occasions, those masses of well-organized and highly-motivated 
citizens, underscore the Iranian leadership's ability to mobilize its masses 
around the war issue and other revolutionary causes. This matter must be 
brought to the attention of all those who are concerned with this ordeal and 
are making sincere efforts to bring it to an end. 


The war issue has been the subject of great controversy and my role was. only 
to report some of what I saw and heard. I cannot claim that I have conveyed 
the full picture, but I do cover the main highlights. 


Scene II: Sunni-Shiite Issue 


Mass media reports said that the Sunnis in Iran are persecuted. I actually 
tried to go after this story, so I queried Iranian officials about the reason 
for arresting some Sunnis, specifically Ahmad Moftizadeh and his followers, 
and this is what they told me: "We did not arrest Ahmad Muftizadeh because he 
is a Sunni, but because he is an Iranian citizen who has committed a 
punishable act. A number of Shiites were arrested along with him, but the 
mass media portrayed the matter as an anti-Sunni action in order to strike at 
our Islamic unity and the Islamic revolution in an attempt to make it look 
like a sectarian rather than an Islamic revolution. 


An Italian reporter asked Imam Khomeyni about his position toward the Sunni 
minority. The Imam got very upset, saying: "I refuse to answer such a 
question because the Sunni in Iran is not a minority. They are our. brothers 
and there is no difference between us and them. The minorities living in Iran 
are the Jews, the Christians, and the Zoroastrians." 


One famous sermon Khomeyni delivered in this regard is the one that he gave 
following the revolution's victory, which has been published in books and 
pamphlets. In it he said: 


"The imperialist powers, those countries who plundered Islamic resources and 
wealth and dominated Islamic countries turning them into a surplus market for 
their products and goods, are forever seeking to cause dissension and 
fragmentation in Islamic ranks in order to maintain their imperialist control 
and their motto ‘divide and conquer.’ Through exploitation of or disregard 
for government agencies, they propogate dissension in Shiite and Sunni ranks 
and sow the seed of conflict and discord in the name of Islam and concern for 








the sect so that they may freely persist in plundering [Islamic wealth and 
resources without any kind of positive resistance. 


"Imperialists all over the Islamic countries sow the seeds of discord by 
various ways and means. Muslims must realize this fact and be vigilant in 
order not to fall into the foreigner's snare. The dirty hands that are 
creating and nurturing conflict between the Sunnis and Shiites are neither 
Shiite nor Sunni, but rather imperialist ones seeking to obstruct’ the 
independence of Islamic countries for their own ends so that they may continue 
plundering Islamic resources so as to turn them into black markets." 


Imam Knomeyni added in the same sermon: 


"Imperialism, through its agents and mercenaries, wants to provoke 
disagreement and crises between the Sunni and Shiite with the aim of getting 
rid of both of them. What is worse than national chauvinism is the 
instigation of conflict between Sunni and Shiite and sedition among brothers. 
For in the framework of the Islamic revolution, there is no difference between 
the two sects. People live together in love and harmony and the Sunnis, who 
are found in large numbers in Iran with their ulemas and shaykhs, live in our 
midst as brothers and equals. They oppose the false tunes played by some 
culprits connected with Zionism and America. I extend a fraternal hand to all 
committed Muslims in the world and ask them to look on the Shiites as their 
dear brothers so that we may all work for frustrating such sinister designs." 


In an interview with a Sunni member of parliament, I reported in the last 
issue that the number of Sunnis in parliament was 22 deputies. Asked about 
the Sunni-Shiite issue and Sunni persecution, he said: "We almost forgot this 
issue because j.t has not been brought up. We are aware of its dimensions and 
objectives. It is aimed at undermining the Islamic ranks which do not need 
any additional blows." 


In our interviews with Iraqi POWs in Tehran, we got the clear impression that 
the prisoners included large numbers of Shiites and only a small number of 
Sunnis. We were surprised to learn that their chaplin was a Sunni and that 
the camp commander, an Iranian Shiite, usually stood behind him to pray, for 
we usually read that Shiites refuse to pray behind a Sunni imam, The 
prisoners who were interviewed agreed that Sunnis and Shiites cannot 
distinguish the Sunnis from the Shiites at the camp because this is not a 
matter often raised in the camp. 


Seene III: Women and Their Role 


The Iranian woman plays a serious and very important role at all levels. We 
had imagined, based on propaganda we had heard and read, that the Islamic 
revolution in Iran had issued orders to lock up women in their homes. But 
when we boarded the Iranian flight, we saw an Iranian woman among the flight 
attendants and the only difference between her and the others was that her 
body was covered and was bound by Islamic morals that leave no room for cheap 
behavior. Even her smiles were serious and well-mannered. I witnessed this 
phenomenon on four different Iranian flights. 











I also witnessed women doing their share in all factories and jobs. ‘e 
visited several factories where we saw the women playing a key, effectir 
role. As I have already said, the only difference between the Iranian working 
woman and her counterpart anywhere in the world is that she covers her body 
and is committed to Islamic morals. In factories we visited, women are 
separated from men and when prayer time comes, men and women go out together 
to pray at the factory mosque which has special male and female sections 
separated by a screen. The Iranian government does not tire of reminding the 
Iranian woman that her primary place is at home and if she felt at any time 
that her job was interfering with her household duties, she was advised to 
quit her job for Iranian laws do not require her to work. 


We heard the Ramadan sermon delivered by Hashemi Rafsanjani of which a_ large 
part was devoted to women. In it he firmly stressed the belief that women are 
needed at home for home is the factory where men are made and, therefore, it 
must have all means of peace and tranquility in order to turi. out a_ good 
product. He added that if a woman feels that her home is being threatened or 
is suffering in any way because of her working outside the house, she should 
quit her job to return to her home. 


Iranian women are entitled to a 3-month maternity leave with full government 
pay and medical benefits and employers provde child-care services. We saw 
such centers in all the factories we visited where highly-qualified nurses 
provide quality care. Child care plays a significant role in molding children 
into wholesome men and in instilling in them a spirit of hatred for the 
enemies of Islam and subjugation. 


The Iranian woman plays a most serious Jihad role. She participates in a1] 
demonstrations and marches with noted sincerity, decrying injustice, tyranny 
and subjugation, and is now playing a key role in the battle. She is 
receiving training in the use of arms to defend the internal front and in 
medical care for the wounded. A large number of women run these training 
courses and, on Jerusalem Day, we saw a large crowd of women wearing shrouds 
to express their desire for martyrdom for the sake of God and their love of 
death for the sake of their beliefs. 


The Iranian woman has the right to go to clubs to engage in sports. She can 
play basketball, tennis, and ping pons as well as other physical sports and, 
indeed, has the right to practice the sport of swimming. There are specia! 
swimming pools for women where she can engage in this sport without being seen 
by men. These clubs are exclusively for women and no man dare go there. 


All women in Iran wear the chador and in all my travels throughout the country 
I did not see a single woman without it and only two women with only a veil. 
Iranian law prohibits women from uncovering themselves and, therefore, wives 
of ambassadors in Iran have to cover themselves before leaving their homes. 
A member of the press delegation that joined us was an Italian reporter who 
was covered just like any other woman. In conclusion, the Iranian woman can 
work in all fields and at any level, provided that she adhere to the chador 
and to Islamic morals. 











Seene IV: Culture and Education 


The Islamic revolution has given great attention to education out of its 
belief that an ignorant people cannot be useful to their country and cannot 
adjust to the revolutionary trend. Accordingly, educational endeavors have 
been initiated in all walks of life whereby mosques and other religious 
centers, besides the press and the media, are undertaking intensive 
educational activities. This interest has spread as well to schools and 
universities where teaching material has been revised. In March 1980, it was 
decided to close the university to prepare new material, and a_ special 
committee was formed to set up an educational system drawn from Islam. 
Massive efforts were made to see to it that universities turn out 
intellectuals and scholars equipped to serve the people and not just degree 
holders. The committee eliminated all imperialist courses and, according to 
published statistics, in 2 years following the outbreak of the revolution, it 
established schools equal to one-third the number of schools established in 
Iran throughout its history being mostly in village and rural areas. 


The revolution's plan is aimed at wiping out illiteracy in Iran, be it 
academic or cultural. The revolution has indeed succeeded, according to 
official statistics, in educating 4 million illiterates, including a large 
number of senior citizens. 


In our contacts with the Iranian public, we got the feeling that the common 
people are up on world events and their questions about Egypt indicated 
considerable interest in political developments in our country. 


Rafsanjani Interviewed 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 8 Jul 86 p 3 


[Text] AL-SHA'B met with Hashimi Rafsanjani, chairman of the Islamic Shura 
Council (Parliament), who is the number two man after the imam and _ the 
temporary Friday preacher for Tehran. Rafsanjani is one of Khomeyni's 
Students who studied at his seminary and is known asa brilliant c.ator who 
can stand in front of the microphone for several hours. 


AL-SHA'B asked him several questions about parliament which he heads and about 
the size of the opposition in it, about the role of the other parties, and 
about Iran's orientation toward the West and relations with the United States, 
Syria, and Iraq. Rafsanjani answered all these and other questions in this 
quick interview. 


[Question ] We would like to know the size of the opposition in your 
parliament and your position toward opposition parties, and what would happen 
if these parties formed an opposition outside the parliament and why they did 
not join parliament? 


[Answer] Right now, we do not have party representation in parliament save 
for the Republican Party which is headed by 'Ali Khamindai, the president of 
the republic. Partisan political activity in Iran is not very strong but, 
there are a lot of strong intellectual activities that are always at conflict 











and in strong confrontation and heated debates. Opposition in the Iranian 
parliament is manifested by individuals rather than parties and no one is 
barred from nomination on the basis of party affiliation. Every person has 
the right to run for election, for the government ultimately belongs to tuie 
people through the polls. Parliament has non-Muslim minorities who ran for 
elections e@s members and were elected by their sect because they know them 
better than others. 


Opposition parties in Iran are free to express their opposition on any issue. 
For example, the Movement for the Liberation of Iran, which is led by Mahdi 
Bazargan, is not represented in parliament, but nonetheless has the right to 
oppose anything. Opposition is not a favor bestowed by anyone. Everyone has 
the right to oppose and to nominate anyone inside parliament, for no one has 
the right to stop then. 


[Question] Iran is now leaning toward the West, as evidenced by the dispatch 
of diplomatic delegations to Austria, Holland, Sweden, Italy, France, and 
other countries. So, is it possible that someday Iran will establish 
relations with America, the Great Satan? 


[Answer] We have never, at any point in time, intended to sever relations 
with the West. We only oppose the West's method of hegemony and we wish to be 
independent. We are not against establishing relations with other countries 
and the whole world while we must not forget for a moment that the great 
powers want to dominate the weak countries, and therefore, we are very wary of 
establishing relations with them. We are, for instance, trying to improve our 
relations with certain great powers, such as France, whic’ is Iraq's partner 
in the aggression against us, for it used to be Iraq's major supplier of 
mcdern arms. However, resumption of normal relations with France requires 
much time because relations are moving very slowly toward improvement. As for 
relations with America, if America were to apologize to us and pledge not to 
conspire against us and were to stop its allies from helping Iraq, andif it 
were to actually prove this to us, it would be possible to establish 
relations with it. However, I believe that such ar action is unlikely in the 
near future. 


[Question] We asked the Revolutionary Guard minister a question about the 
anticipated relations between Syria and Iraq and he said that they will not 
get anywhere. How do you view this matter and will Iran's rel-tions with 
Syria be affected by improved relations between Syria and Iraq? 


[Answer ] Iraq and Syria have radical and deep-rooted problems and I do not 
think that these problems and differences permit the establishment of good 
relations between the two countries. 


[Question] We have heard that Iran has invited ‘Arafat to visit in order to 
mediate an end to the war. How true is that? 


[Answer] We have not invited 'Arafat to visit Iran because our foremost 
demand as a government and a people is that there will be no negotiations and 
our condition for ending the wear is that the aggressor be condemned. 





Question] How are Jaws passed in parliament? 


_Answer ] Laws passed by parliament are definite laws unless they are in 
violation of Islam, at which time the committee to preserve the constitution 
returns such laws to parliament for reconsideration, either through repeal, 
amendment, cancellation, or addition. The important thing is that they be 
totally in agreement with the Islamic shari'tah, for the constitution that 
govrerns us all rejects anything that is inconsistent with the shari'ah. 


(Question] What is Rafsanjani's relationship with Imam Khomeyni? 


(Answer] I have known the imam for 35 years, ever since I was a young student 
at his Qom seminary. I happened to live in a house across from his house and 
from the day I met him, I became one of the students he taught at the 
seminary. As his student and one of his directors, I used to receive and 
follow his orders and became one of his followers. There was close 
cooperation between us, particularly after the revolution when I filled many 
important positions, the most recent of which is president of the Islamic 
Shura council (parliament). 


[Question] You attended the meeting with Imam Khomeyni on Ramadan during 
which he usually addresses the nation. In this meeting, the imam urged the 
officials to unite. Does this suggest the existence of a struggle among the 
officials? 


[Answer] Iran, just like any other country, lives in freedom that 
necessitates the voicing of opposing views. Today, the ruling Islamic 
Republican Party has two different strong wings. The first one calls for 
total government control over all activities in the country under existing 
conditions and the other calls for private sector participation in all 
political, economic, and social matters. These two wings in reality represent 
two parties without party organizations and formations and, in fact, present 
their issues as two parties rather than wings. 


As for the imam's speech in which he urged the officials to unite, I can say 
that the imam always advises the two wings to confine their conflicts to 
economic matters. We are not afraid of the conflict between these two wings 
and we indeed feel that this struggle is a natural, world-wide phenomenon. 
Each of the two wings is trying to apply its own theories and to impose its 
own views. Ultimately, both work for the interest of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and that is enough. 


Party's Position on Iran Discussed 
Cairo AL-SHA’B in Arabic 8 Jul 86 p 3 


(Text ] The Labor Party and its newspaper aim to educate people to the fact 
that their love for Egypt and the Egyptian is rendered meaningless and useless 
if not linked to a deep love for brothers and loved ones, namely, the Arab and 
Islamic peoples to whom we belong in religion, civilization, history, 
interests, and security. 





No doubt these words apply, among others, to the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Indeed, Iran is the second leader in the area next to Egypt. 


We must always remember that Iran's great weight for a long time was in one 
scale’ with Israel. The Islamic revolution then provided a_ unique 
Opportunity to shift the Iranian weight to the other side of the balance of 
power, namely, to the Arab Islamic scale. Whereas the Iraq-Iran war obscures 
this possibility at present, it is our duty to do everything we can to end 
this war and dress its wounds in order to unify the Arab-Islamic ranks. Egypt 
is the one called upon to tackle this difficult task. 


Based on this concept, the Labor Party believes that it is the Egyptian 
people's duty to follow events carefully in this fraternal country, Iran. We 
must know what is happening there and must benefit from this tremendous 
experience with its advantages and faults. Such knowledge is the basis of 
moral and material relations that allow us to intervene and make a difference 
When the occasion presents itself. 


For a long time we have been accustomed to relying for our information on Iran 
on reports by foreign news agencies. It is time we drew our information from 
our direct sources. 


Therefore, we accepted the kind invitation we received from th Iranian 
Ministry of Guidance and dispatched our colleague Ahmad al-Suyufi. Some may 
believe that our representative failed to convey the whole picture, and they 
may be right. But who can convey a whole picture of such a_ tremendous 
transformation within the scope of a 1-week visit? And what if he came up 
with some exaggerations sympathetic to the revolution, as some people believe? 
Have we not heard tons of exaggeration in the other direction broadcast by 
news agencies and published in our mass media? Nonetheless, most of what Mr 
al-Suyufi wrote about the Iranian leaders' asceticism and their ability to 
rally the people and about the method of work in government organizations is 
also emphasized to a large extent by Arab and western studies put out by 
parties known for a minimum of objectivity and scientific neutrality. 


This notwithstanding, we must emphasize that the Iranian revolution cannot be 
repeated, for every country has its own circumstances and problems. The 
second point is that sympathy with the positive aspects of the Iranian 
revolution is one thing and support for any expansionist tendency at the 
expense of Arab land is something else. The third point is that we are fully 
aware that all sincere statements about the Islamic banner under which we all 
rally does not remove suspicions and historic bigotries that have been formed 
within our ranks. These are matters that do not go away overnight. Sunni- 
Shiite struggles in Lebanon are a disturbing indicator of this tendency. 


We hope that such issues are kept in mind while looking for a solution to the 
Iran-Iraq conflict. We want it to be a just and realistic solution that can 
bring about lasting stability and is not a harbinger for more fighting in the 
future, God forbid, between the Arabs and our brothers in Iran. 
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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


ISRAEL FRETS OVER SYRIAN SUBMARINES 


Beirut CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY in English 2 Jul 86 pp 10-11 


[Text ] 


CNiie= The statement nade yesterday in Haifa by 
adniral jbrahan Ben Shoshan, the coriander in chief of the 
Israeli Navy, about Syria's Sovict-equipped marine force 
beconing "an evergrowing threat" was given wide coverage by 
the Lebanese press, but none of then cornmented Ben Shoshan's 
lanente 


Observers, however, noted that there was nothing 
really new in the Isracli adnireal's announcencnt. 


iis a natter of fact, British newspapers have repor= 
ted more than 2 weeks ago that the Syrian navy had, for the 
first tine, been supplied with Russian-built Romeo class diesel= 
electric boats, and that more such sunb.rines were expected 
to be handed over as soon as crews have been traincd. 


The Naval Coorespondent of she "Daily Telegrph" said 
in this connection that submarines could pose a considerable 
threat to Isrnel, for they could be used both to blockade Medie 
terranean ports and land clandestine raiding p-artics. 


Although the Israclis have three nime-yenr-old 
British-built submarines, their anti-submarine forces «re othcr= 
wise nininal because until now none of their potentially hostile 
ncighbours had submarines. 


The Syrian Navy, entirely Russian-cquipped, had only 
a couple of corvettes and two dozens fast nissle and torpcdoe 
armed craft, and it is likely the Russians have initially supplicd 
the two old submarines for training crews before delivering nuch 
nore modern boats = as they did in 1979 with the formation of the 
Cuban navy's subnarine arne 


In an attenpt to inprove its anti-submarine forces, the 
Israeli Navy is concerting a nunber of missile ecrnft tc carry 
helicopters, these are, however too snall te be very satisfactory 
in the anti-submarine role, while plsns to build two anti- 














subnierine corvettes nt Heifa tc a Gernan design are still awu- 
ting funds. 
The two 25-yenr-old Russian submarines are part of 


Line 
2. £e20e6 billion .rms package supplied to Syrin ovi | : 
yonrs, and other purchnses frem Russia nay include inrger anc 


Longer-range nissileearned nttack craft. 


—_ ~- 
The Raneo class subuarine is reperted tc have consi-= 
- Lo ~ s-- . . 4 
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—s* ae a oe ae . A anal) ha aarl 47 
shore rniding prrtics. The Syrian boxts c wld well be used i 
the Smic rolcCe 


snid th ary moval forces "snc in particul : r the Syrian Navy" 
are Isrrel's encvy N°1 "far ahead cf terrorisi" 

The co.v:ander in chief cf the Isravcli Navy also 
pointed cut that the Syrinns are benefiting fron what he 
described as "nassive support" on the part of the S evict 
Unicn, acding that "never before, in pence tine, had the Sovict 
Marine been so obviously present in the onst IModiterranenn". 

He said Soviet boats were cruising "30 tc 50 niles off the Ise 
rneli const". 

He sai? thnit the Soviets probably want to avoid being 
taken by surprise in case a war breke out, mad to be able 
provice thvir Syrian allies with the approprixrte support. 


hic newe <> _ Aire] Bon Shoshoan 
In his news eonference yesterdny, adiiiresal Bon shoshya 


Ben Sheoshan also snrid thet "this spectnculnr build 
up of Syrinn naval forees" will force Israel te carry on cfforts 
nined at preserving a sharp edge of superiority «and technoloe 
gical suprenacy. 


Raiding Partics 





But the micst inportant thing in Ben Shoshan's strtce 
ent is his disclosure of naval battles the Israeli Navy hac 
be un a te into when it tricd to foil a dezen attenpts of 
" 


landings by Pzlestinien "terrorists". 


He diselcsed thot during these battles, n tctnl of 
31 "terrcrists" had been killed and many cthers enptured. 


The adniral said the raicing prrtics het used a large 
varicty of ships to try to break through Isracl's constal de- 
fenses, but had failed. 


He snic thet sinee the bulk of Palestininn fighters 
were expelled fr. Lebanon in 1982, they hed been undergoing 
training in naval operations in spreinl caps in Tunisia, Libyn 
algerin and Scuth Yonen 

"This now mrkes it inporntive for Isrnel's naval 
forces t xtend toeir scticn frr beyond Isreeli tcrrbtorial 
waters", ke eoncludcd. 
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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


TECHNIQUES SOUGHT TO BUTTRESS WATER SUPPLY 
East Burnham ARABIA: THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English Jul 86 pp 88-89 


[Article by Raj Arthur] 


have made a large investment in 


{Text ] Nowadays water scarcity is 
& desalination. 


regarded as a world problem, not 


confined to the African famine zone or 
the traditionally arid lands. Even the UK 
needs more water catchments to meet 
growing demand. 

In agricultura! terms North America 
does not have enough water to meet 
demand (even though Americans are 
calculated to use anything up to 5000 
litres per person per day compared with 
as little as 12 litres per person in some 
tropical developing areas). North 
America grows enormous quantities of 
grain, but some experts think a one- 
degree average temperature rise in 
recent years has reduced the amount of 
moisture available to it through the 
world weather system. This “moisture 
deficit’ could be setting an upper limit 
on the region's productive capacity. 

If the advanced sector of the world’s 
economy has a water problem, it is 
much worse for the arid zone. But how 
far does the definition of a world water 
shortage refleci the habits of people in 
water-plentiful areas? 

Faced by the immediate need to 
develop a farming and industrial base, 
the Arab oil producing states have 
naturally taken what was available 
trom the West. They have confronted 
the huge extra water demand first by 
mining fossil water — extracting 
ground water beyond the rate of 
recharge of the aquifers. In order to 
justify that very strategic decision, they 
must create an industry and agriculture 
that will be sustainable without 
subsidies from the oil, and ultimately 
self-sufficient in water. Secondly, they 
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It is interesting to see that Bahrain, 
which relied 90 per cent on ground 
water, now has a programme to 
reverse the proportion and meet 90 per 
cent of its needs from desalination. Like 
most states in the region, Bahrain is 
concerned at the rapid exhaustion of 
aquifers. In the consumption of ground 
water, apart from long-term 
considerations, a disadvantage is that 
as the water table falls and the 
boreholes go deeper, the unit cost of 
water musi move sharply up. 

Given water and money, modern 
experts in resource development have 
shown that they can reclaim the desert 
and grow abundant crops. To the key 
question — how the water needs of the 
Arabian peninsula and similar areas 
can be met after both oil and ground 
water are exhausted — no one has vet 
produced a convincing answer. 

Desalination technology makes rapid 
strides, with Reverse Osmosis (RO) and 
Multi-Stage Flash Distillation (MSF) 
holding out most promise, but experts 
draw attention to the theoretical limits of 
the process, and ‘some say on those 
basic grounds that desalination for 
agriculture can never become 
economic. Meanwhile, in practice, 
desalinated sea-water plays an 
increasingly important part in the 
region s farming. 

In plain language the experts mean 
that whichever method is used a 
relatively large amount of energy, 
implying high cost, will always be 
needed to take salt out of water, 








whereas farming, to be economic, must 
obtain its water supply at very low cost 
a point made understandable by the 
calculation that with present methods 1t 
needs 1500 kg of water to produce | kgot 
wheat. 

Questions of water supply are 
inseparable from those of drainage and 
waste disposal, which cost more than 
supply. A typically modern solution to 
the problem of water shortage is to 
increase the use of recycied and 
purified wastewater. Saudi Arabia's 
development programme includes 
large recycling projects. Aquifers are 
being recharged with waste water and 
within certain limits brackish water 1s 

being used for agriculture. 

With enough processing, water can 
be brought up to any required standard 
of purity. In England wastewater 
irrigation has been successfully used 
for vegetable growing, but the health 
precautions needed are so elaborate 
that the method is not yet considered 
suitable for general use. Yet orchards 
and municipal parks can quite safely be 
watered in this way. 

Purified wastewater can also find 
industrial uses, but since’ most 
processes need water at least up to 
drinking standard, and cost escalates 
with purity, the economic factors need 
careful study. However, highly saline 
water has proved suitable for oilfield 
injection in Saudi Arabia. 

Drainage, sanitation and sewers are 
not inventions of the modern world. As 
already noted, Babylonia = and 
Mohenjo-daro 4000 years ago had al! 
the main elements of the system, 
including the water closet. But ancient 
sewers provided sumps for the 
collection of solid waste. 

The western flush-toilet and _ its 
associated sewerage have been 

riticised for disrupting the natural 
cycle which returns biological waste 
material to the soil, and for creating 
river pollution only preventable with 
costly processing. The modern view is 
that these methods do not solve the 
waste problem, it only transfers it from 
home and factory into the environment. 

Studies in Egypt show that sewage 
has a great potential for desert 
reclamation, enriching sandy soil, 
improving its water-holding ability, 
and aiding the solubility of some 
nutrients needed by plants. In 
conjunction with this approach, Egypt 
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has adopted a large-scale engineering 
solution to the problem of Cairo’s waste 
disposal. The system now under 
construction, replacing an old and 
much over-loaded one, offers to solve at 
one stroke problems of high water 
table, poor drainage and consequent 
risk of water-borne diseases. Based on 
gravity flow, it concludes a mammoth 
pumping station to raise water to the 
required starting height. 

Large centralised conventional! 
plants of this kind, though. still 
dominant, are no longer unchallenged 
in the West. Once they have been 
installed at a certain capacity it 1s often 
hard at any reasonable cost to extend 
their capacity (though the Cairo design 
allows for expansion), or add extra 
treatment stages for other pollutant 
substances. In Europe there is a revival 
of interest in simpler methods which 
may cut the cost, return biological 
waste material to the soil, and be 
flexible and adaptable to large or smal! 
populations. 

Variants of the most basic land 
treatment method, pouring the waste 
water over land and collecting it again 
incorporate ail manner of natural 
hiters, including sand beds and roots of 
plants. The stabilisation pond method 
uses the Sun's energy to break down 
pollutants in a shallow pond. Oxidation 
ponds, even more effective in the 
tropics than in Europe, exploit the 
action of algae in combination with 
sunlight for a rapid breakdown of 
pollutants. 


Hydrologists, considering the 
problem of wastewater recycling in 
areas like the Arabian peninsula, point 
out that whereas treated water can be 
used to recharge aquifers, there 1s need 
for care in the present state of 
knowledge. They warn against 
excessive optimism about recycling 
sewage effluent. Some would keep it for 
closely controlled municipal 
applications and the industrial use of 
chlorinated effluent, so long as it is 
possible to screen out human contact, 
especially with children. Similar health 
problerns arise wherever there is a 
danger that pit latrines or similar 
sanitation systems in sandy soil may 
drain into ground water. 

Today, throughout the Arab world 
there is great activity in water-related 
projects. Libya builds pipelines to carry 




















ground water 300 miles from the 
southern desert region to irrigate 
farmlands along the Gulf of Sidra. If 
uneconomic from one angle, it 
continues a process of North African 
desert reclamation which has made 
encouraging headway 1n recent years. 

Egypt continues to promote 
irrigation. To support its population it 
must find ways of expanding cultivation 
into the desert. Agricultural research 
has included work on polymer soil 
conditioners which can hold moisture in 
the root zone of desert soils or seal them 
against moisture loss by evaporction. 

The Arabian peninsula, sustaining a 
massive industrial and agricultural 
build-up with ground water 
exploitation, relies on desalination and 
on possible future technology hardly 
yet in sight. The combination of solar 
heat and investment capital have 
encouraged the development of 
advanced farming methods. 

These methods can be _ highly 
successful, but still are a phenomenon 
of the oil-subsidised economy. All 
efforts to cheapen, simplify, reduce 
energy and material inputs, may 
increase their relevance. Since they 
operate on a principle of meeting the 
plant's needs very exactly, they can 
open the way to farming systems with a 
greatly reduced water demand. 

Quite apart from controlled 
environments, desert irrigation has 
been revolutionised by the trickle-drip 
and centre pivot systems of irrigation, 
which are also economical in water 
use. 
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Another main area of progress 1s 1 
the cultivation of soil-stabilising desert 
plants like mesquit and jojoba, which 
are drought-resistant and can help tc 
create a vegetated landscape. In 
Pakistan significant research is going 
ahead on piants which similarly assist 
desert reclamation. 

High humidity levels associated with 
the monsoon in Oman means that the 
Darfur uplands can take advantage of 
atmospheric condensation without 
actual rainfall. Trees and plants on 
slopes act as water collectors in this 
important grazing area. 

Iraq and Iran both suffer acutely from 
problems of salinity. Modern methods 
allow a limited use of saline water in 
irrigation, especially in soils with high 
vertical permeability, and modern 
research produces a range of salt- 
resistant crop varieties. Fundamental! 
problems of drainage and leaching 
away salt with fresh water cannot 
however ve avoided, especially in 
heavy soils. 

Though the problem of water supply 
is being attacked from many sides, no 
single approach offers a_ clear 
comprehensive answer, and _ it 
becomes imperative to see what the 
further honzons of science and 
technology may offer to the peoples of 
the Earth's arid zone. Certainly this 
must also mean some appraisal of 
modern technology itself in a context 
which will allow the suitability of 
particular techniques for the region to 
be more objectively assessed. 


14 











EGYPT 


ASSEMBLY MEMBER DISCUSSES RESIGNATION OVER HOUSING CRISIS 
Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 12 June 86 p 3 
[Article by ‘Ala’ Rif'at] 


[Text] The resignation of Dr Milad Hanna, People's Assembly member and chair- 
man of the housing committee, from the chairmanship of that committee came 

as a bombshell in political circles, and especially among the ranks of the 
ruling party, whose negative stances and total incompetence in dealing with 
the housing issue were revealed by Milad Hanna. 


In the issue before last, AL-WAFD published exclusively the text of the re- 
signation. In this issue, Dr Milad Hanna talks to AL-WAFD about the back- 
ground events which forced him to decide to resign from the housing committee. 
One of the strangest things that Milad Hanna said was that the housing 

crisis had not yet begun in Egypt, because a million dwellings were about 

to collapse, and those living in them would be added to the waiting list for 
government housing. 


He also said that he had tendered his resignation because he felt as if he 
were a rat caught in a trap. He had a big name as chairman of the housing 
committee, but he had no effectiveness. Dr Milad Hanna accused Tharwat Badawi, 
adviser to Rif'at al-Mahjub, of secretly controlling the assembly and of 
obstructing all the bills that were intended to aileviate the housing crisis. 
In fact, Dr Milad Hanna accused him of being a communist with destructive 
ideas. The former chairman of the housing committee insisted that govern- 
ment housing in all the governorates was distributed among favorites, and that 
it was controlled by the housing mafia, and that local government offices 
operate in the dark and distribute the apartments using fraudulant methods. 


Herein follows Milad Hanna's talk to AL-WAFD: 


Dr Milad Hanna said: "I found myself as a rat in a trap, enjoying a big name 
but without effectiveness, so I resigned." 


Dr Milad Hanna revealed in his talk that Dr Tharwat Badawi, adviser to the 


president of the People's Assembly, opposes all the bills that are submitted 
to solve the housing crisis, and Dr Milad accused him of being a communist. 
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Dr Milad Hanna said that the real housing crisis has not yet begun in Egypt. 
In 10 years Egypt will see an overwhelming crisis after the hypothetical age 
of most of the old buildings is passed and their inhabitants are turned into 
tent dwellers. 


At the start of the talk I asked Dr Milad Hanna: "Did you have a complete 
concept of the housing problem before you were given the responsibility of 
chairing the housing committee in the People's Assembly, and did that con- 
cept change after you took on the task and after you came down to the real 
world and social reality?" 


Dr Milad Hanna said: "My interest in the housing problem goes back about 

30 years. I have followed studies of the problem in many countries of the 
world both East and West, and in developing countries. It is a complicated 
problem, and each state or society has its own peculiarities. I have recorded 
my point of view in a book that I called 'I Want Housing...A Problem With a 
Solution,’ and if the government had adopted some of what was in it following 
its publication in 1978, housing would now be readily available without prob- 
lems. When al-Sadat was assassinated, I felt that Egypt was on the brink 

of disaster and that we should work together. I saw in President Mubarak a 
patriotic man with clean hands who was trying to save Egypt, and [I felt that 
in general he sided with the poor, so after I got out of detention I presented 
a study to him on the housing problem. It contained three plans for dealing 
with the housing crisis: 


First: To break the severity of the crisis. 
Secondly: To rationalize housing. 


Thirdly: To link housing to production, family planning, and the nationai 
plan to distribute the population along the valley." 


The President Sympathizes With the Poor 


"One of those close to the president told me at that time that the president 
had expected that the study would contain socialist ideas, but it had only 
realistic, practical and applicable plans. I was very pleased by that, and 
then when I accepted my position as chairman of the housing committee, I 
viewed this study as a pledge, and the path that I could follow. 


"The main difficulty that we faced was that the political concepts on solving 
the housing problem included those laid down by Engineer 'Uthman Ahmad 
"Uthman in his program before the government in February 1975 when he was 
minister of housing. Unfortunately, these political concepts still dominate 
the thought of most members of the People's Assembly who are member of the 
housing committee. I had realized that these concepts were the reason 

for the housing problem that we are suffering from now, and for the enrich- 
ment of large groups who have come to possess millions, exploiting the percep- 
tion of an existing crisis. Therefore, those who are affected by these con- 
cepts benefit consciously or unconsciously from the continuation and worsen- 
ing of the housing crisis. 
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"I did not want to rely on my connection to President Mubarak, rather I tried 
by myself to rely on creating a general atmosphere within and outside the 
assembly that would take care of changing the political concepts and the 
methods used to solve the problem. I had received several thousand letters 
from all over Egypt, all of which I read and categorized. Thus, I learned 
more about the pain and anguish felt by large segments of the population, 

and for several months I devoted myself to record my thoughts on paper 
according to a table of priorities that I learned about through the citizens’ 
letters. I discovered that what gives a broad base sleepless nights was this 
uncivilized manner in which government housing, which it was building in 

the governorates and elsewhere, was being distributed, since these units were 
all going to favorites. In fact, a mafia had been created in all of the 
governorates, and local government offices were operating in the dark and 
distributing the apartments using crooked and unsound methods while claiming 
to distribute them by lot." 


The Delusion of Stubs and Receipts 


"Therefore, I submitted the first working paper entitled 'Towards a More 
Just Policy in Distributing Housing" and I used many standards to evaluate 
people's requests. Recent marriage alone was not a sufficient measure, but 
entering into that was the age of the newlyweds, their economic and social 
situation, and the state of the dwelling that they were currently living in, 
and so on. I gave each measure a number of points and degrees in order to 
determine priorities, and therefore I called it the point system, because in 
my opinion there can be no political security in a society in which the 
citizen feels oppressed and his hopes evaporate, and where he might spend 
dozens of years submitting requests for housing, hanging on to a delusion of 
"stubs and receipts’ pertaining to the request to get popular housing from 
the governorate. But he waits years without hope, and therefore the proposed 
system is simple, needing only a decree from the prime minister to be applied 
to distributing government housing units. It is a free prescription that I 
offer as a gift to the government and the governors, none of whom has re- 
sponded to my invitation, as far as I know, except the governor of al-Qalyubiyah. 
This in spite of the fact that I contacted them personally urging them to 
real the 'prescription,' and I sent all of them all the proposals, methods, 
and forms in detail. However, it seems that the 'mafia' that has become 
ensconced in the locai government offices and which benefits from the current 
haphazard system, is more powerful than the prime minister!" 


The Housing Crisis Has Not Yet Begun 


"I say that currently there is no housing problem in Egypt, and that the 
housing that we have could be enough for us if its utilization were improved. 
There are thousands of locked apartments, and thousands of buildings and huge 
highrises that were built by their landlords, who then stopped short of their 
completion for no logical reason! 
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"But I also say that although a severe housing problem has not yet begun in 
Egypt, it will appear shortly. We have no less than a million housing units 
and buildings in Egyptian cities alone that were built prior to 1940, and 
this enormous real estate wealth is deteriorating quickly and being subjected 
te deterioration, and shortly they will become rubble and dust, and their in- 
habitants will become street people and tent dwellers, more lines to be 

added to the lines of those carrying ‘stubs and receipts’ for low income 
government housing. Long ago they said that he who does not have a past 

does not have a future, and unfortunately the government and its housing 
policy pay attention only towhat is new, and abandon what is old to deterior- 
ate and age, for the government is concentrating on building new buildings 

as a service to the contractors" sector, but it is paying no attention to the 
wealth of old real estate." 


Al-Mahjub's Adviser Accuses Me of Being a Communist 


"Therefore, I submitted a second working paper on preserving the real estate 
wealth. I did not ask for anything unprecedented, rather I asked that the 
same methods be followed that are followed in all Western European states. 
The inhabitants occupying any piece of real estate or building have the 

right to form a union among themselves through which they perform cleaning 
and maintenance operations in che common areas, as well as repair and rein- 
forcement work on old buildings if they are in need of major repair. If we 
follow these methods the life of the old buildings will be greatly prolcnged. 
I submitted a detailed bill concerning this union of building dwellers to the 
past session of the People's Assembly, but Dr Tharwat Badawi, chairman of the 
advisory agency connected to the office of Dr Rif'at al-Mahjub, president of 
the assembly, opposed this bill, and he said that the bill contained destruc- 
tive communist ideas! 


"There were other bills that I have prepared to help improve the utilization 
of the available real estate wealth using the following methods: 


--Imposing taxes on apartments that are closed up for many years, with speci- 
fic rules applying. 


~-Imposing taxes on a single family (husband, wife, minor children) who 
possess more than one apartment. It has been shown that there are some 
families that possess more than 20 apartments in a single governorate! 


they are a proprietor's 


--Imposing taxes on new building owners (even if 
ified period of time. 


union) who fail to complete them within a spec 


"However, these bills have remained in my folder because I wished to save 
what I call the step-by-step bill and head it in the right direction. And 
I became sure of the existence of a housing mafia when I submitted my third 
bill and published it early in the national papers. 


"Tt has pained me greatly that inhabitants of the villages in Egypt do not 
enjoy the protection that the law affords with respect to Limiting the 
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the landlord's right to evict or arbitrarily raise the rent. I published a 
summary of the bill in the national papers, asking for an amendment to the 
first item of statute 49 of the year 1977, which applies the housing law (with 
its good parts and bad) equally to all of Egypt’s people, regardless of 
whether they live in the country or the city, and when I did so I received 
thousands of grateful telegrams supporting this initiative. However, it 
seems that the influence of the Egyptian countryside over the decisionmakers 
in Cairo is limited and weak, and in spite of the fact that the president of 
the Republic was personally sympathetic with the proposal in principle, 

the members of the People's Assembly (workers and farmers) in the grievances 
and proposals committee aborted this proposal, even though they do not have 
the legal power to do so." 


[Question] It is said that the contractors union bill was the basic reason 
why you tendered your resigration from the chairmanship of the housing commit- 
tee in the People's Assembly. What is the truth of that, and what is the 
background to that union? 


[Answer] Engineer Dr Milad Hanna said: "The bill of this union is an old 
bill that had been submitted by Engineer Muhammad Mahmud Hasan, deputy 
(?vice-chairman) of the committee in previous sessions, but he could not 

get it passed. It is a bill drafted by a pressure group in Egypt made up 

in fact from the private sector, using the same system followed by the Arab 
Contractors Company. That is a company made up 100 percent of the public 
sector, but it operates solely for the benefit of dozens of groups in the 
private sector. It is an invention, unique of its kind in the world, whereby 
the private sector uses the public sector for its benefit. This bill did 

not succeed in passing in the last legislative term, and it was openly opposed 
by the late Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, because due to his political astuteness 

he understood the political significance of forming this group. It was also 
opposed by Engineer 'Abd-al-Hadi Samahah, the former minister of irrigation, 
as well as the ministers of industry and others who repeatedly said that 
allowing the contractors union to be formed would automatically allow the 
formation of similar unions for each branch of economic or industrial activ- 
ity. They believed, and still do believe, that the union of industries and 
chambers of commerce give ample scope for expressing the legitimate inter- 
ests of the national capital without making a union especially for the con- 
tractors. 


"My point of view was simply that the contractors sector did in fact need to 
be organized and categorized into groups, and that their legitimate national 
interests needed to be protected in the face of foreign contracting firms. 
However, I believed, and still do believe, that the government by this 
legislation would have surrendered its authority in organizing the group to 
another agency, which in the end would be the private sector. This would 
lead to corruption and deviation, and if the state continues in this way, sur- 
rendering its areas of jurisdiction to independent national agencies, we 

will go back to the days of the Mamluks and the Ottoman state when there were 
leaders of trades and sects, and that would not be natural. I accepted the 
chairmanship of the housing committee to solve this problem for the broad 
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masses, so that the committee's first accomplishment under me would be the 
creation of the contractors union; in other words, I would help the strong 
growin strength and leave the weak to die in silence, and I will always 
continue to be on the side of the people." 


Conspiracy of Silence on the Sewers 


On the sewers project in Alexandria and the conspiracy of silence that oc- 
curred on the reports of the committee inquiring into the facts in the 
People's Assembly last year, Dr Milad Hanna said: "Members of the People's 
Assembly from government and opposition parties took up the problem of sewers 
in Alexandria, and it was clear that there were terrible infractions and 
corruption. The matter was turned over to the housing committee, since the 
committee has, thank God, a lot of influence «mong assembly members because 
of its neutrality and objectivity. But Mr Hasan Hafiz, chairman of the local 
rule committee, who wanted to chair the committee, interfered, charging thut 
in my position as chairman of the housing committee I would not be on the 
government's side, even though within the assembly I have the reputation of 
being objective, just, and on the side of knowledge. The compromise solution 
was to give the chairmanship of the committee to Counselor Ahmad Musa, a 
deputy in the People’s Assembly, and for hi: to enter the report of the 
committee of inquiry into the facts of Alexandria's 'refrigerator'’ sewers.” 


At the end of his talk, Dr Milad Hanna said, his voice chocked with grief: 
"I felt that I had turned into a rat in a trap. I had a big name, but I had 
no effectiveness whatsoever, so I decided to withdraw so I could work within 
the ranks of open opposition. I intend to end my activity in the housing 
committee completely, so that I might be free to engage in pure political 
work. 


"As for my reservations toward the practices that go on within the People's 
Assembly, the disgracefui violations of the rules of the assembly, and the 
coercion that members of the opposition and the government are subjected 
to, that is the subject of another talk with the AL-WAFD newspaper!" 


12547/6662 
CSO: 4504/368 
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EGYPT 


MILITARY 'S SHARE OF BUDGET CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 12 Jun 86 p 3 
[Commentary by Ahmad Abu al-Fatah] 


[Text] Why is the government raising the Defense Ministry's share of the 
budget? 


Do Egypt's resources allow this increase? Why have the armed forces" expendi- 
tures come to the enormous figure of 2.740 billion pounds? The 2.740 billion 
pounds are for the armed forces alone. That figure is four times the returns 
obtained from selling oil on the world market. Is it reasonable that the 
government should increase armed forces spending over what it had been last 
year? The government has increased this spending by 142 millien pounds. 

Does Egypt's situation permit that? Why? 


The United States is urging the European states to increase spending on their 
armed forces by 3 percent, but they are putting that off even though they are 
rich states, and the fall in the value of the dollar and the drop in oil 
prices has saved them huge amounts of money. Now Egypt has decided to in- 
crease spending by 5.4 percent, or about twice what America is trying to 
persuade the rich European states to do, and this increase will occur during 
the worst of grinding crises. Why? 


The armed forces budget for 1981-1982 was 1.287 [million!, and last year it 
had reached 2.598 billion pounds, then in the new budget it rose to 2.740 
billion pounds, or more than twice what it had been in 1982. Has hard in- 
come risen during these years to enable the budget to bear this exhorbitant 
increase, or are the crises strangling Egypt? Then why? 


Then Why? 


Yes, then why these burdens that Egypt's budget cannot bear? And are they 
the only burdens? Or are there other burdens that are more severe and harm- 
ful? 


Do the loans that the government takes to buy arms enter into the scope of 
these allotments, or what? 


21 








Does not Egypt take out loans from America and others to buy arms, and do not 
these loans, with their interest and repayment schedules, represent a new 
burden at a time when Egypt cannot get what it needs from all its sources 

of foreign currency to repay the outrageous amounts, whose repayment instal- 
ments are and will be $3.6 billion this year and $3.2 billion next year? 


Is it reasonable that we should borrow to buy arms, when the people are 
sleeping in tombs, when sick people are dying because there is no room in 
the hospitals, and when the budget deficit is more than 5 billion dollars and 
pounds? 


Is not Egypt still making payments to the Soviet Union to repay military debts? 
Have we received payment for the weapons we sell to Iraq and others? An‘ 

does that money go into the state's budget or to the armed forces? And do 

the arms that are produced in the military factories help to reduce the cost 

of arming or not? And if they help, why then increase the armed forces bud- 
get? Yes, why? And do the civilian products that are produced by the mili- 
tary factories go into the state budget, or what? 


States and Armies 


All states that have reached a high degree in their military forces have 
discarded the theories of "huge armies," for armies that are no longer huge 
and no longer depend on quantity, but rather on a small number of recruits, a 
high level of expertise, and advanced weapons; this everybody knows. 


The Egyptian Army in the October 1973 war, after concentrating its efforts 

on intensive training on the most modern of fighting technologies, was able, 
and with a limited number a force from the air force, to destroy the 

main radar base that the enemy had set up in the Sinai, and the ground forces 
were able to glow up the greatest defensive line known to wars, and to 
launch a great tank battle and triumph, and to be so successful in downing 
Israeli airplanes that the leaders of the Israeli Army were humbled. 


Egypt's leaders can create a powerful army with no more than 200,000 indivi- 
duals as officers and soldiers, so why 800,000 ? Yes, Why? 


Do officials know that the proportion of Egyptian soldiers to the population 
of Egypt represents the highest proportion compared to the armies of the 
world? What did Iran do and what did it achieve by sending millions of fighters 


to the battlefields? 


Numbers do not make armies, and how I wish that the government would issue 
statements about the numbers in the armies of European states so that we 
could compare them with the numbers in our army. 


We are keeping hundreds of thousands of young men from the work force, at a 
time when we are importing workers from outside of Egypt. Why? 
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A student who graduates from the university after 20 years of exhausting study, 
only to be drafted for 1 or 3 years, forgets the knowledge that he has 
acquired. Many states are satisfied with drafting them for no more than 

3 months, and then refresh their military knowledge during a period of 3 

weeks every year, and it is obvious that their armies are among the strongest 
in the world. Why do we not make progress? 


Armies involve expertise and weapons. As for the expertise, there is no 
doubt that the army leaders can provide that. As for weapons, their value 
lies in quality not quantity. Instead of storing surplus [weapons] which 
lose their value with the passage of time, we could use the value of [these 
weapons] to buy the most advanced weapons. The great countries in Europe 
do that, so why do we not do as they do? Why? 


Sincere Appreciation of the Army 


God knows, and He alone knows all that is hidden in people's hearts, that I 
experienced the happiest days of my life on 8 October 1973 and the days that 
followed, for on that day it was shown that the Egyptian Army had in fact 
succeeded in destroying the dreaded Bar-lev line and had managed to reach the 
Sinai. European states and their newspapers had been sure on 6 October that 
the Egyptian Army would not be able to hold out and that Israel would finish 
it off in days or even hours, but they had to admit on 8 October that the 
Egyptian Army was winning. 


During those days I was still living far from my country because the govern- 
ment opposed my return, but I will never forget it when my wife came, shaking 
with joy, to tell me that she had heard on the radio that the Egyptian Army 
had crossed the Suez Canal and had reached the Sinai. 


In exile she had experienced and we had experienced days, God knows how hard 
they were, but that day was our greatest celebration. Then the radio and 
newspapers raised doubts about the ability of the Egyptian Army to continue 
to win, until they turned around and acknowledged the victory on 8 October, 
as I has said. 


God knows that the blackest day that we have experienced as 6 June 1967, when 
the news that the Government of Israel had been broadcasting was confirmed. 


When we walked in the streets we used to think that the people were gloating 
over us. Many were the times that we fled from cafes because the Jews were 
deliberately assaulting our ears with cries of: '"We wiped them out...we 
exterminated them...we smashed them.” 


We refrained from going out except out of necessity. We did not go to the 
movies because all the newsreels showed Israel's joy and the joy of countries 
over Israel's victory. 


We used to buy newspapers and be torn by grief, and we used to listen to the 
radio while the pain drained our resistance. 


23 





Therefore, 8 October was the happiest day in our lives, and I ask God, was not 
the humiliationof the June5 defeat that we saw and experienced hard? 


For this and other reasons I am extremely anxious that our armed forces 
should have the greatest expertise and the strongest and most advanced wea- 
ponry. 


Those Who Love the Army 


Those who love the army faithfully and sincerely must work hard to bridge 
the gap between the army and the people that has been widened by the ignorance 
of the hero of defeats. 


The hero of defeats had violated all military rules, and swamped his favorites 
with privileges and posts, so that Egypt had come to be like a state con- 
quered by the favorites, who disposed of its riches and occupied its posts 
without supervision or accounting. 


This fearful chasm that was created by the black dictatorship was the reason 
why civilians made hundreds of jokes against the military, and woe to the 
state in which there is a gap between the people and the army! 


We have seen what afflicted Egypt as a result of this gap, whose seeds were 
sown by the hero of the defeats since an officer with the rank of major was 
charged to command the army...then he nurtured them and so turned Egypt into 
an estate just for his favorites among army officers. 


When the trouble left Egypt, the army was able to fill in the deep gap that 
had been dug by the black dictator to separate him from the people, since 
its great victory brought back the Egyptians’ pride in the officers and 
soldiers of Egypt. 


After that, the armed forces began to perf.rm services that they never re- 
fused in the fields of industry and impreving utilities, especially tele- 
phones, and thus they earned more appreciation. 


In spite of that civilians continued to feel that the armed forces enjoyed 
privileges to a degree not enjoyed by the other segments of the population. 


We must all work to remove these feelings from our hearts and put an end to 
the legacy of the era in which some writers used to say "the army and the 
people." We should say we are all sons of Egypt, the army is of the people, 
and the army is for the people. 


Therefore, this is incumbent upon those who want what is good for Egypt, 

and this is a virtue. Doubtless members of the armed forces have a right to 
privileges, just as the rest of us Egyptians have a right to debate openly and 
frankly the armed forces budget, just as we debate the budget of the judiciary 
or any other of the government's departments. 
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Thus, we are striving to erase all traces of the gap which the dictator of the 
revolution of pillage and plunder placed between the army and the people. 


The Final Proof 


The finai proof that the armed forces are in the service of Egypt came in the 
great patriotic stance which they took following the mutiny by some of the 
central security forces. 


There is no doubt that the army is under a lot of pressure, because of its 
size, but if it tries to be cost-efficient it will raise its standing in the 
eyes of all Egyptians. 


May God grant Egypt unity among all its people, and grant it happiness 
and peace. 


12547/6662 
CSO: 4504/368 
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MOROCCO 


STATE GRANTS LOANS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOI'MENT 
Rabat AL-"'ALAM in Arabic 18 Jun 86 pp 1, 5 
[Article: "New State Loan Amounts to 400 million Dirhams"] 


[Text] From 23 June to 2 July 1986, the state is issuing a new state 
loan for individuals and interested parties, with the exception of banks, 
insurance companies and the Deposit and Management Fund, to mobilize 
savings for economic and social development. 


The Ministry of Finance issued the following communique concerning this: 
"The Ministry of Finance hereby informs the public that the state is 
issuing a state loan between 23 June and 2 July 1986 to individuals and 
interested parties, with the exception of banks, insurance companies and 
the Deposit and Management Fund, within the framework of mobilizing savings 
for the economic and social development of the country." 


This state loan of 400 million dirhams will be issued in the form of bonds 
to the holder in denominations of 1,00C dirhams, 5,000 dirhams and 10,000 
dirhams. This loan will have the following advantages: 

1. Issuance on an equal basis. 


2. A 5-year term. 


3. Retrieval in three equal annual installments, beginning from the third 
year and determined by lot. 


4. Interest of 14 percent annually. The interest is given annually and 
for the first time on 3 July 1987. 


5. Effective as of 3 July 1986. 


6. Total exclusion of interest from supplementary taxes on individual 
income. 


7. Circulation on the Casablanca Exchange. 


8. Registration at Moroccan Bank branches and all bank windows, agricultural 
credit unions, the post office, and the treasury. 


7811/12899 
CSO: 4504/354 
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MOROCCO 


TAX REFORM TO BENEFIT CASABLANCA GOVERNORATE 
Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 17 Jun 86 p 4 


[Article by J. Maghrebi: "Casablanca Governorate to Receive Approximately 
50 Percent of Expected Revenue from Local Tax Reform"] 


[Text] Urban communities in Casablanca will benefit from state support to 
give them the necessary human and material resources. According to official 
Statements, this support will witness further growth, especially after the 
local tax reform. The city will receive 80 to 100 billion centimes, or 40 
to 50 percent of the total revenue, expected from this reform. This support 
is intended to finance community facilities, especially those which have an 
obvious deficit in their local budgets. Nevertheless, there is a distinct 
difference in the revenues of local communities. One community may benefit 
at the expenses of its neighbor in the absence of guidance to banks to meet 
the necessary requirements first, before focusing on upper-class districts, 
so that the public at large may benefit equally, without discrimination. In 
any case, credits for the overall budget and urban community budgets of 
Casablanca and Mohammedia increased significantly. The figures are as follows: 








Year Budgets (in Millions of Dirhams) 
1976 133 
1981 305 
1983 334 
1986 402 


This growth occurred immediately after thought was given to creating nine 
new community budgets following the community division of 1983. In addition, 
a new budget was implemented as of 1985, after creation of the al-Mishwar 
community, the council of which was elected in the recent partial elections. 
Credits for communities of the Casablanca and Mohammadia complex in 1986 
represent more than 38 percent of total credits for all municipal budgets, 
yet those communities have only 25 percent of the total number of residents. 
The importance of this increase is evident under the circumstances set by 

the policy of restricting state banks. 


There are more than 14,000 employees of communities in Casablanca Governorate. 
This figure represents approximately one-fourth the total number of employees 
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of local communities throughout the nation. State intervention is still 
necessary to finance utilities, because of increasing requirements, the 
relatively small surplus in community budgets, the situation which varies 

from one community to another, and the disequilibrium which has begun to 
require the harmonious development of Greater Casablanca. Current intervention 
through loans by the Community Utilities Fund can only burden future communities 
and councils, especially in view of the fact that investments are not being 
directed toward production. We do not know how the councils will pay back 
debts, as long as their income is limited. There is no serious thought of 
developing income by looking for other resources capable of ensuring the 
equilibrium required. This is especially true because the state is still 
contributing to support the provision of utilities. This support reached 
unprecedented levels in recent years, as demonstrated by the following figures: 





Year Support (in Millions of Dirhams) 
1976 18 

1981 49 

1983 203 

1984 232 

1985 473.1 

1986 800 


These large sums have been directed toward building administrative and social 
facilities and complexes in various districts, because facilities capable of 
accomodating the growing traffic required by decentralization were not provided 
before subdivision took place. 


7811/12951 
CsoO: 4504/355 
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MOROCCO 


CASABLANCA STOCK AND COMMODITY EXCHANGE STATISTICS EXAMINED 
Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 18 Jun 86 p 4 


[Article: "Transactions on the Exchange Increased in Value 47 Percent 
in 1985 Over 1984; 20.9 Percent Increase in Gold Market Transactions" | 


[Text] Transactions on the Casablanca Exchange rose in value significantly 
in 1985, reaching 223.6 million dirhams. In 1975 they amounted to 211 
million dirhams. In 1984 transactions declined in value in two markets 

and rose in two others. In 1985 transactions in three markets increased 

in value and dropped in only one--the stock market. It fell 27.6 percent. 
The markets which have grown significantly during the past year are the 
interest-bearing bond market, the gold market and the debenture bond 
market. Two state loans for the Sahara greatly affected the Casablanca 
Exchange where activity doubled. Transactions in 1985 were worth 223,642,656 
dirhams, as opposed to 152,075,266 dirhams in 1984. This represents an 
increase of 47 percent. Operations having to do with bonds representing 
State assets and interest-bearing bonds also grew, increasing 15 times 

over the 1984 level. 


The gold market on the Exchange also rose. Trade was 2.3 million dirhams 
in 1985, compared to 1.9 million dirhams in 1984. This past year witnessed 
a 20.9 percent increase. The stock market rose 17.6 percent in 1984 

over 1983. Its transactions fell 27.6 percent in 1985. During the past 
year the volume of trade did not exceed 29.6 miilion dirhams, compared to 
40.8 million dirhams in 1984. Meanwhile, direct transfers rose 21 percent, 
from 104.8 million dirhams in 1984 to 127.6 million dirhams in 1985. 


7811/12899 
CSO: 4504/354 
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MOROCCO 


ARAB FUNDING OF DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS DETAILED 
Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 18 Jun &6 pp 1, 5 


[Article: "Construction of Ait Ayoub Dam, Matmata Tunnel and Irrigation 
Systems in al-Hawz"] 


[Text] Morocco, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait signed three loan agreements on 
Monday to finance several development projects. Two agreements were signed 
in Rabat between Morocco and the Saudi Fund for Development. Morocco will 
receive two loans from the Fund totalling 165 million Saudi riyals, or 445 
million dirhams, to contribute toward financing the Ait Ayoub dam project, 
the Matmata tunnel and irrigation systems in al-Hawz al-Awsat. 


Finance Minister Mohamed Berrada signed on behalf of Morocco, and Shaykh 
Muhammad ‘Abdullah al-Saqir, vice-cairman of the board and member delegate 
of the Saudi Fund for Development, signed on behalf of Saudi Arabia. 


The goal of the Ait Ayoub dam project is to help meet demands for electricity, 
achieve self-sufficiency in certain food products and provide drinking water 
for Fes. The project consists of four parts. The first is to build the Ait 
Ayoub dam and the Matmata tunnel, followed by an electric power station and 
the irrigation and cultivation of 25,000 hectares in al-Gharb and al-Lukus 
and the provision of drinking water for Fes. 


The project is scheduled to be completed by the end of 1990. The total 
estimated cost of the dam and tunnel is 1.615 billion dirhams. The Saudi 
Fund loan will cover 22 percent of the total cost. 


The irrigation systems project in al~Haez al-Awsat is intended to extend the 

main and secondary canals necessary to irrigate agricultural land in al-Nafis 
district with water from the al-Ruksad canal and the Lilatkrakusat dam. This 

land covers approximately 11,650 hectares. 


The total estimated cost of the irrigation systems is 181 million dirhams. The 
Saudi Fund loan will cover nearly 30 percent of it. The project is scheduled 
to be completed by the end of 1989. 


It is worth nothing that with the signing of these two agreements, the number 
of loans offered Morocco by the Saudi Fund for Development comes to six, 
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totalling approximately 633 million Saudi riyals, or nearly 1.544 billion 
dirhams. The first four loans will help finance the al-Masirah dam project, 
the al-Jarf al-Asfar port project, the al-Gharb agricultural project and the 
second stage of the al-Hawz al-Awsat project. 


In addition, a loan agreement was signed in Rabat between Morocco and the 
Kuwait’ Fund for Arab Economic Development. The Fund will give Morocco a 
loan of 7 million Kuwaiti dinars to help finance the Ait Ayoub dam project 
and the Matmata tunnel for electricity, irrigation and drinking water. 


Finance Minister Mohamed Berrada signed this agreement on behalf of Morocco, 
and Director General Faysal ‘Abd al-Razzaq Khalil signed on behalf of the 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development. 


The loan extends over 25 years, including a grace period of approximately 
6 years. I tis to be repaid in 38 installments semi-annually. The first 
installment is due on 15 August 1992 and the final one on 15 February 2011. 


Interest on the loan amounts to 2.5 percent annually, in addition to .5 percent 
annually to pay fo administration and services required for implementation of 
the loan agreement. 


7811/12951 
CSO: 4504/355 








MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


NEW INVESTMENTS IN CASABLANCA--Casablanca is still in first place when 

it comes to attracting investments in the field of industry. During the 
first 3 months of 1986, the department of industry added 257 industrial 
projects, 130 of which were in Casablanca alone. Investments throughout 
the kingdom amounted to 803 million dirhams. The estimated number of jobs 
created by these investments is 3,572 in Casablanca, out of a total 7,196 
jobs across the nation. Thus Casablanca has attracted approximately 

37 percent of total industrial investments made during the first 3 months 
of the current year. [Rabat AL-'ALAM in Arabic 18 Jun 86 p 4] 7811/12899 


CSO: 4504/354 
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SUDAN 


NATIONAL ISLAMIC FRONT LEADER INTERVIEWED 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 14 Jul 86 p 6 


[Interview with ‘Ali 'Uthman Muhammad Taha, leader of the National Islamic 
Front, by Imam Muhammad Imam: "Our Position on the Government Depends on Its 
Commitment to the Islamic Path"; Khartoum, date not given] 


[Text] The factors influencing the distance or closeness between the 
opposition and the government depend basically on agreement in points of view 
between it and the government on the issues raised in the political arena. 
The Sudanese opposition holds to the September Laws, considering them to have 
mixed good practice with bad. They argue against others that holding to 
these laws is a basis for a necessary, immediate, and needed distinction 
between the path of positive law and the era of appeal to Islamic law, and 
they frankly advocate the need to purify [the September Laws] from any 
confusion that crept into them. 


AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT asked Professor ‘Ali ‘'Uthman Muhammad Taha, leader of the 
Sudanese opposition, about a number of the main issues that occupy the 
attention of Sudanese politics. Let us read together the opposition leader's 
answers to all of our political questions. 


[Question] What is to be the destiny of the relation of the parliamentary 
opposition, the National Islamic Front, to the government? Are there indica- 
tions of reaching a period of Sudanese national agreement to confront the 
Sudan's major problems, or will the range of disagreement between the opposi- 
tion and the government widen into confrontation and conflict? 


[Answer] Our position in the opposition starts from the Islamic understanding 
of the concept of opposition. In our understanding of Islam, the state must 
be the guardian of the general values and morals of Islam. The opposition, 
from this point of view, is the advisory body that keeps watch ovex the 
commitment of the state and its agencies to these values and that undertakes 
the reform of whatever deviates from the right in the framework of the over- 
all system. A second dimension is that opposition implies that there is a 
free choice and an approach that is an alternative to what the government is 
doing. The opposition tries to win over public opinion in favor of its 
option and its method and tries to prove its superiority to the method and 
path of the government. On this basis, as far as the first dimension of the 
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concept of opposition is concerned, we take a flexible position. Whether 
we are close to or far from the government will be determined by the extent 
to which the government fulfills the responsibilities of this first 
dimension-—namely, its protecting Islam, its values, and its general system. 


As for the second dimension, the method we propose for dealing with the 
major pressing problems rests on three foundations: 


1. Objective analysis of the causes of these problems and definition of 
their dimensions and impacts on the course of daily life in the country and 
of their influence on the citizen's security, stability, livelihood, and 
honor. 


2. Examination of the principles and general rules of Islam, and independent 
effort to deduce the treatment that will be appropriate to the problems in 
question and will do away with their causes. 


3. Pursuit of the nationalistic spirit in adopting these treatments: We 
believe that the secret of success in the Islamic solution to contemporary 
problems is the power to mcve the latent depths of the Muslim so as to con- 
stitute a broad fund for that popular mobilization which is the true 
entryway to political treatment [of these problems]. It has been fully 
demonstrated that experiments at political solutions from above, solutions 
that rest solely on the expertise and ability of the state apparatus and 
administration, are unsuccessful and unable to provide salutary treatment. 

In particular, the state apparatus in the Sudan is still, in the last 
analysis, weak in its influence on the ordinary citizen, compared to the state 
apparatus in other countries, even in countries with circumstances resembling 
ours. 


Basing this nationalistic spiriz on Islam is not incompatible with the non- 
Muslim's right and his undeniable role in participating to implement these 
ways of treatment. Islamic law, insofar as it is a general system of life, 
presumes the existence, activity, and effectiveness of the non-Muslim and 
his role in public life. As a system, it rests on recognitior and affirma- 
tion of the fact that there are Muslims and non-Muslims in society: "It is 
He who created you. One of you is an unbeliever, and one of you a believer’ 
[Koran 64:2]. This is an enduring fact that does not contradict the eternal 
nature and comprehensiveness of the mission of Islam or its competence to 
order the affairs of the state. Rather, it forms an organic part of these 
things. Accordingly, the indicators of [our] closeness to or distance from 
the government also depend on the extent of agreement in outlook between us 
and the government on commitment to this path. Insofar as the government 

has not yet announced the outlines of its overall policy--we have waited a 
long time for them--it is difficult for us now to determine the breadth or 
narrowness of the gap between us and the government. The charter of the 
coalition has not disclosed the distinctive tendencies that would aid in 
clarifying the features of the government's policies and its path in regard 
to the pressing political problems that stir the political arena. The 
charter comes more as a document stating the points of view of the two parties 
than as a joint program of action. 
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[Question] What is your evaluation of the transitional period as a stage 
and of the current period? 


[Answer] The transitional government, with its military and civilian sides, 
doubtlessly succeeded in leading the country toward a healthy end to the 
period of transition through its ability to hold general elections and to 
provide the required climate of security for them in the various parts of the 
country, except for small portions in the South. It turned over authority on 
schedule, thereby setting a precedent for the responsible exercise of power 
and for the relinquishing of it, the latter being one of the points at which 
the civil strife into which many governments and systems fall is most likely 
to make its entry. Indeed, it stands in a unique and advanced position in 
this area. 


The transitional government also succeeded in providing a considerable climate 
of democracy, in spite of a certain weakness that occasionally infected its 
decisions in the face of political pressures by some forces that did not 
represent a popular will justifying the degree of response they received from 
the government. I am referring here to the National Grouping, which lost its 
credibility from the first months--indeed, from the first days. We were the 
first political body that drew attention to this and that called for not 
granting it undeserved authority to influence government decisions and 
policies, especially in the information area and in the treatment of the 
southern problem. The magnitude of its influence on government policy in 
these two areas had an effect on the obvious deterioration of security that 
was the end result in the South. It also had an influence on the concealment 
of facts of the political situation and on distorting the media picture of 
certain political groups and preventing them from making their positions 
known, because the agencies in question had fallen under the influence and 
directives of the Grouping. 


As for economic and civil reform in the area of public service, removing 
abuses, and reforming the general structure of the state, the transitional 
government was able to provide the minimum necessities of daily life, so that 
there were few bottlenecks in food commodities or petroleum products. How- 
ever, as regards basic reform in the economy and in the other areas I have 
just mentioned, the government was not able to make fundamental changes. 
Except for some minor adjustments, conditions remained as they were. Perhaps 
the shortness of the transition period and the feeling by the members of the 
government that their mandate was limited and temporary can to some extent 
excuse them in these areas. 


We Will Not Hurry To Pass Judgment 


The coalition government has not yet announced its policies. From the point 
of view of a first reading of its ability to confront the country's 
problems, this is a weakness. However, we will not hurry to pass final 
judgment against it before it presents those policies and examines them with 
objectivity and detachment. Nevertheless, certain beginnings in the govern- 
ment's dealing with the opposition--for example, concealing opposition news 
and activities and blocking them out of the official media and the national 











newspapers--this is something that has gone so far as to drive the workers 

in these agencies to threaten to strike on account of the unveiled government 
interference in their performance of their duties and the continuous 
directives to them not to publish or broadcast news about the opposition and 
that they must concentrate on publishing and broadcasting government news, 
whatever its magnitude or weight as information. And then there is the 
phenomenon of the prolonged postponement of the sessions of the Constituent 
Assembly, from which the political grassroots had expected uninterrupted work 
and effective presence as the organ to which the establishment of democratic 
life in the Sudan had been entrusted. 


On the whole, these beginnings do not indicate that the coalition government 
has heeded the lessons of the past. The basic lesson we must learn is that 
we must agree to and be bound by the principles of democratic practice, both 
in appearance and in essence, whatever burden this may impose on the feeling 
and temperament of the rulers. Otherwise, we shall never succeed in sweeping 
away the traces of the former system of oppression, however much we raise our 
voices about it. Indeed, we shall find ourselves falling back and following 
in its footsteps, even if our uniforms and names are different, and this may 
lead us to the same end that the experiments of the preceding government in 
the Sudan reached. 


[Question] Political observers think that you are the most devoted of the 
political parties and groups to the September Laws. Indeed, you have 
announced more than once that for you their repeal would mean the proclama- 
tion of a holy war. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the political 
parties about this major issue? 


[Answer] The essence of our political problem, what we are working for, is 
to reach a commitment to the rule of Islamic law and values at the level of 
society and state. We have made and are making continuous efforts toward a 
social structure resting on the values and ethics of religion. We are not 
only a political movement; we are also a social movement that works among 
people for promoting virtue and preventing vice, summoning to the good by 
fair means, filling people's hearts and mutual dealings with the remembrance 
of God, loving people's welfare and preventing their harm, engaged in 
alleviating their sufferings and helping the destitute, the orphan, and the 
needy. We have made great strides in this--praise be to God for his help and 
assistance--until we have come to be a noteworthy school for social action, 
one based on popular voluntarism and on spontaneous effort done out of 
devotion to God. We have succeeded in framing all of this in popular chari- 
table organizations and associations active in the areas of youth, women, 
Islamic missions, and social reform. 


All of this is to guarantee that the work is continued without interruption 
and is well-assigned; for the best work is that which lasts longest, even 
if it be little. 


That is what has been done onthe social level. On the state level, we are 


working so that the state in its general organization, laws, and policies 
adheres to the regulations and general rules of Islamic law and abides by its 
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authentic principles and values in its entire legislative policy. Hence, 
our holding to the September Laws goes directly to the aspects of Islamic 
law in them. Our announced stand, which we have proclaimed ever since the 
promulgation of these laws during the Numayri era and after the fall of his 
government, is that these laws and pieces of legislation mixed good practice 
with bad. We hold firmly to the good in them, as the basis for a necessary, 
immediate, and needed distinction between the path of positive law and the 
era of appeal to Islamic law. We have frankly advocated the need to purify 
them from any unfortunate confusion that has crept into them, though that 
must not be a justification for lowering the flag or for pulling up the tree 
by its roots. After the uprising and until the announcement of the election 
results, our clear position was that we are for the essential substance of 
the Islamic laws. We do not object to amending them or replacing them with 
something more perfect and closer to Islamic law in letter and spirit, 
provided that such amendment or replacement be linked to the continuance of 
government by Islamic law, without relaxation or interruption. This 
position of our has been subjected to a good deal of confusion and distortion 
by many groups working to abolish Islamic law and get rid of its rule. Some- 
times they allege as pretext the distortion of past experience, or that the 
circumstances of the Sudan and the nature of its political and cultural 
structure are unsuitable to rule by Islamic law. At the same time, they 
call for a return to the system of positive law that prevailed before the 
legal transformation of September 1983. This we refuse, and we shall 
continue to oppose it to the extent of our power and ability. 


The substance of our position is that we have been holding fast to preserv- 
ing the laws promulgated in September 1983, in the face of the call to repeal 
them and replace them by the positive laws that were in force before and that 
were promulgated in 1974. This will remain our position as long as this is 
the proposed option. However, if the political option turns out to be 
replacing the September Laws with others that are more Islamic and superior 
from the standpoint of Islamic jurisprudence, then, of course, by virtue of 
our complete commitment to Islam, we will welcome and agree to this--whenever 
the clause repealing the September Laws is part of the text of the law that 
replaces them with something more Islamic and more agreeable to Islamic 
jurisprudence, without relaxation or interruption. 


Absence of a Comprehensive Program 


[Question] The economic difficulty is one of the chief pressing issues that 
the Sudan now faces. What is your viewpoint or proposal to solve it? 


[Answer] The problem of the Sudanese economy has two underlying factors. 
First, there is the absence of a comprehensive program from which economic 
policies would issue. The result is that these policies and directions are 
at variance with each other. Sometimes we are socialists, and sometimes 
capitalists. Sometimes we are extreme Marxists, nationalizing and confiscat- 
ing, not preserving private property and individual investment. At other 
times, we mix everything up. So we do not know who has the leadership of 
economic activity: the public sector or the private, local production and 
industry or material imported from abroad. All of this has gotten us into 
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contradictions in tax, investment, and industrial concessions policies, and 
has wasted immense revenues from loans and grants that have been misdirected 
because of the confusion in development priorities and economic planning. 
Finally, everything came to depend on the identity of the minister in charge 
of finance, economy, and planning, and on the school of thought to which he 
belonged. It was even worse if the minister of industry and trade belonged 
to another school than the minister of economy. The many economic con- 
ferences that we have now held have not helped us, because their recommendations 
were a disorderly mixture of conflicting schools. Rarely did one economic 
conference pay attention to the recommendations of the previous ones. This 
caused a terrible muddle and discouraged both local and foreign investors, or 
it drove them to limited investment in marginal and useless activities. 





The Solution: Defining Identity 


The treatment is to define the overall identity of our economic program, so 
that policies can be coordinated and integrated, and so that they will as a 
whole form a picture that will aid in mobilizing our local abilities and 
resources, together with the foreign aid we receive and the foreign investments 
we succeed in attracting. 


The second factor [causing problems] is political decisionmaking that leads 
to the relaxing of plans and altering of priorities, heedless of the negative 
effects that ensue. In the majority of cases, this is because of the 
regime's feeling of weakness and its need to deal with political pressures 
that it faces due to its commitment to a particular policy that may have 
certain undesirable effects in the short term--such as certain austerity 
measures, for example, or measures necessitated by the need to close the gap 
between imports and exports. Or there is economic decisionmaking bound up 
with the shadows of political corruption, so that the welfare of particular 
interests outweighs the general economic interest. In many instances, this 
leads to a feeling of frustration and opens a wide area for centers of power, 
influence, and dishonest wealth within the public administration of the 
nation's economy. 


The treatment here is for political economic decisionmaking to be disciplined 
by definite political guidelines that are the rallying point for a national 
consensus, so that these guidelines will be guaranteed stability and 
permanence for a period of time not influenced by changes of government or 
ministers, and so that the policies in question can bear fruit and ripen. 
There should be complete and careful political and parliamentary oversight of 
the currents of economic activity, so that we can guarantee that it runs 
straight and avoids the dangers of corruption. 


Peace Conference 
[Question] The problem of the South is another of the principal issues 
confronting the Sudan at this time. What is your position on preparations 


for the national constitutional convention mandated to solve this national 
problem? 
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[Answer] We view the issue of the south of the Sudan from the perspective 
of the relation between sections of a united Sudan, with all the differ- 
ences in culture, customs, and development that Sudanese reality reflects. 
The problem of the south of the Sudan has remained the embodiment of the 
inability of the political proposals of successive systems of government to 
resolve and transcend these contradictions through a sound formula for an 
administrative method and for economic and social development. The funda- 
mental source of this failure found expression in the fact that the treatments 
were superficial and temporary ones that did not go to the heart and core of 
the matter. [Governments] were satisfied with treatments from above that 
stopped at concluding political settlements with the leaders of the conflict 
or the rebellion, without penetrating to the popular base and moving it 
toward a comprehensive solution that would unite the fabric of the people 
and bind it together. 


Two defects therefore mar the current attempts to hold a peace conference. 
First, these attempts are proceeding in the same old manner that put a tem- 
porary political settlement ahead of an objective view of a comprehensive 
solution. This is clearly evident from the fact that the political parties 
and forces that are carrying on the dialogue and contact with Garang's 
movement have not presented their ideas for a comprehensive settlement or 
prepared serious studies in that direction. This makes the holding of the 
conference under these circumstances merely a formal political show for the 
purpose of a limited agreement. Or this will cause the prolongation or 
deadlocking of the conferences and its final failure because of a lack of 
the necessary and adequate studies on which one could rely in establishing 
what has been agreed on and in moving on from there to treating matters of 
dispute. 


The second of these two defects is that the present contacts are not com- 
prehensive and not national--by which I mean that they are limited to 
specific political groups and ignore a considerable number of political 
forces with weight in both North and South. They take this representation 
limited to a particular point of view in order to bargain and press toward 
offering certain concessions that touch the essence of the issue and are at 
the heart of what must be presented for comprehensive discussion, things 
that are in no way within the area of formalities that can be conceded on 
the pretext of providing an appropriate climate for the beginning of dia- 
logue. At the head of these questions is the issue of Islamic law, as well 
as the stand on administration of the South as one region or several 
regions. These questions, as is clear, lie at the heart of the problem on 
account of which the conference is to be held. In addition, there are other 
issues: issues of development, of the division of national wealth, of 
participation in the institutions of national government, etc. Therefore, 
holding to the need to repeal the Islamic laws or deciding in advance how 
the south of the country is to be administered constitutes a premature 
judgment about an important part of the total question and consequently can- 
not be accepted or granted under an cover or pretext. 


In the face of all this, our view in the National Islamic Front has 
been: 
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1. The need quickly to form a national committee to take charge of care- 
fully preparing the studies needed for holding the conference, these to be 
based on an exchange of notes between political forces within the country, 
northern or southern, and John Garang's movement. 


2. That no party to the dialogue should resort to announcing preconditions, 
because that would mean that the other party's presupposition would have to 
be granted without discussion or mutual consent, and this is incompatible 
with the principle and spirit of dialogue. 


3. Admission that Garang's movement does not represent all the people of 
the south of the Sudan, and that the other southern forces must be brought 
into the dialogue on an equal footing and their opinion fully respected. 


4. That the requirements and necessities for the existence of the state be 
kept distinct; that citizens’ lives and property be safeguarded, the state 
being obligated to perform these functions fully, at the same time as it 
does all it can to make the efforts at dialogue and a peaceful solution 
succeed. We have set down this conception with its four points in a compre- 
hensive memorandum on the security situation in the south of the country and 
have given it to the government in fulfillment of our role in treating major 
national issues. 


As for the political concept for a comprehensive settlement, we in the 
Islamic Front are virtually the only political body that has announced in 
detail its view on how to handle this problem--in the framework of a federal 
system. We have devoted to it a special letter that was printed and was one 
of the documents of the founding convention of the front. We have conducted 
a broad discussion of this letter with many of the southern political forces 
in the country and abroad, and we think it suitable to serve as a basic 
working paper in the deliberations of the peace conference. We would call 
to mind again the fact that at the roundtable conference of 1965, the Islamic 
elements, headed by Dr Hasan al-Turabi, took a similar advanced position in 
proposing appropriate solutions to the problem as it existed at that time. 
We proposed the idea of the system of regional government as a formula for 
administering the country--the first such use of the term in the Sudanese 
political lexicon, as we arrived at it with representatives of the Islamic 
parties in the Sudan. In recognition of that outstanding role, Dr al-Turabi 
was chose as spokesman for the northern parties and their representative in 
the conference and afterwards in the Committee of Twelve. 


One Household 


[Question] How does the opposition view the nature of relations between the 
Sudan and Egypt? What is the alternative to the idea of integration? 


[Answer] The relationship with Egypt is deep-rooted and ancient. In its 
essential nature, it transcends all appearances of separationor estrangement. 
The common factors and close ties of language, religion, and descent that 
bind the two peoples, as well as the unity of the geographical area, are too 
great to be severed by incidental problems or by the whim of rulers. 
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We believe in the need for meeting and intermingling between all the Arab 

and African peoples, to say nothing of those that neighbor on us. Therefore, 
we are for every proposal to bring together the abilities of the two peoples 
and to make their power flow forth for their mutual benefit and for the 
welfare of the entire region. The form to which we turn for the expression 
of all this should not be merely from above or an outward appearance. 

Beyond that, we show broad flexibility about the forms that can be proposed 
for the relations of integration between the two peoples. We add that close- 
ness to Egypt as a people and a government does not necessarily mean 
isolation or withdrawal from the rest of our brothers in the region, Arab 

and African. We look upon it as the systematizing of relations of friendship 
and brotherhood that are like those of a brother toward all of his brothers 
within one household. 


The Armed Forces and the Front 


[Question] The political street notices that you are working to extend the 
ties of affection between you and the armed forces. What is the reality of 
the matter? 


[Answer] We do not deny that since the uprising and until now we have under- 
taken to defend the armed forces with clarity and constancy in the face of a 
Savage attack aimed at realizing two purposes: first, to punish the armed 
forces, on the claim that they were responsible for aiding and supporting 

the regime and prolonging its life. We see in this a manifest injustice to 

a genuinely patriotic sector that rose up many times in the face of the now 
defunct regime and that offered martyrs from its ranks in defense of freedom 
and honor. Like other sectors of the people, it was subjected to repression 
and intimidation. We believe that it played an unforgettable role and 
deserves credit for acting decisively, safeguarding the people's uprising, 
and reaching the shore of security by overthrowing the previous regime and by 
leaning completely to the side of the people. 


The second purpose [of the attack] is to weaken the morale of the armed forces 
and paralyze their action in carrying out their sacred duty to defend the 
country, its territorial integrity, and the security of its citizens in the 
south of the Sudan--all this at a time when voices are raised in Khartoum 
showering expressions of "heroism" and "struggle" upon John Garang and his 
movement and depreciating the value of the role played by the armed forces. 
They even call openly for restraining the armed forces from any action 
necessitated by the requirements of peace, thus opening wide the way for John 
Garang to increase the area of his military activities and to succeed in 
polarizing sectors of the citizenry in the south of the Sudan who have become 
overcome by the element of despair and discouragement on account of the loud 
voices they hear praising Garang in Khartoum. These voices are represented 

in the political leadership of many parties, some now in the government, 

some now outside the government. The matter has almost gotten out of hand, 

so that there was a popular explosion of the political street in the face of 
such misguided political dealings, some of which rise to the level of 
conspiracy and treason. The March for the Security of the Sudan was the 
largest spontaneous mass gathering witnessed by the country since the uprising. 














The masses came out in it in spite of repeated appeals from numerous 
political leaders calling for them not to participate in it--the Ummah Party, 
the Democratic Unionist Party, and the parties of the left. This noisy march 
had a profound effect in raising the morale of the armed forces and in 
reestablishing the balance of the political arena. 


By our participation in crystallizing the defense of the armed forces in the 
face of these attacks, we were taking upon ourselves a patriotic role that 

we shared with every true citizen. We were not striving for narrow partisan 
interests. We shall always remain ready to perform this patriotic role in 
fulfillment of our responsibilities toward the integrity and stability of the 
country and the honor of its armed forces. 


12937/13046 
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TUNISIA 


POWER STRUGGLE AFTER MZALI'S DEPARTURE DISCUSSED 
London AL~TADAMUN in Arabic 12-18 Jul 86 p 7 


[Article by Bakr 'Uwaydah: "End of the Mzali Era Opens the Issue of the 
Struggle for Succession"] 


[Text] In one of his very frank speeches that sometimes go so far as to talk 
about his personal life or the personal life of well-known men in society, 
President Habib Bourguiba, addressing the Tunisians, said, in effect, that it 
was he personally who had created modern Tunisia, built it, and industrialized 
it. He went on in his speech to say to the Tunisians, "I created you."" Mem- 
bers of the Destourian [Socialist Party] in Tunisiado not disapprove of Presi- 
dent Bourguiba's saying so; indeed, they are eager to confirm these ideas, 
raising such slogans as "Bourguiba, builder of modern Tunisia," and, "There 

is no leader, but Bourguiba." 


In issue 167 of AL-TADAMUN (21 June 1986), in which we treated the atmosphere 
of the opening of the 12th conference of the Destourian Socialist Party, we 
indicated that "as long as no surprise occurs that has an effect like an 
electric shock, the Tunisian political stock market will settle down after 
the conference in favor of the shares of Mohamed Mzali. The only party who 
might decide on such a surprise is President Bourguiba, and no one but him." 
At that time, the atmosphere of the conference did not suggest that such a 
surprise was coming. On the contrary, President Bourguiba seemed eager to 
clear Mohamed Mzali's path of all the rumors that had circulated about his 
remaining prime minister and party general secretary. This eagerness was 
most apparent when Bourguiba opened the conference and concluded it by 
stressing his confidence in Mohamed Mzali--saying, "My devoted, son Mohamed 
Mzali, is my right hand in party and state. He deserves this confidence now 
and in the future." 


Why, then, did Bourguiba give Mohamed Mzali the cold shoulder when the ink of 
his opening and concluding speeches to the convention was scarcely dry? Was 
it that Bourguiba had decided to remove Mzali but chose to delay this 
electric shock of his until after the conference? 


The answer to the second question may open the way to the answer to the first 
question. In all probability, until the holding of the 12th party conference, 
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Bourbuiba had not made up his mind to dismiss Mzali. Had he made this deci- 
sion, he wouldhave carried it out immediately, either before or in the course 
of the conference. Indeed, replacing Mohamed Mzali in the course of the party 
conference would have appeared a normal proceeding, in harmony with the 
party's being the body that selects political personalities for leadership. 
That, however, did not occur, and the fact that it did not occur confirms 
what one Arab diplomat, an expert on Tunisia, said to AL-TADAMUN before the 
party conference was held, in essence, that Mzali's luck quotient with 
Bourguiba was 100 percent and at the same time zero, and that the luck of 
Mzali's rivals was also 100 percent and at the same time zero. The Arab 
diplomat explained his words in a single sentence: "There is no one powerful 
in Tunisia except Bourguiba himself." 


This power of Bourguiba's did not come out of a vacuum. In addition to its 
being based on the man's heritage and his impact on Tunisian history and the 
life of the Tunisians, it rests on an outstanding ability to take the pulse 
of the Tunisian street and to respond to what is moving under the pores of the 
skin. Bourguiba has demonstrated this ability many times--in most recent 
memory by his manner of dealing with events of "the bread revolution" and 
"the results of the baccalaureate." Because these two events, there was his 
handing over of some well-known personalities to the courts on the charge of 
financial corruption and of causing corruption. In these cases, Bourguiba 
was responding to the pulse of the Tunisian street and adding an important 
stock of credit to his power to rule. The question to which this discussion 
leads is whether the removal of Mohamed Mzali fits into the same framework. 


Mr Mzali himself does not deny that in the last 3 years of his tenure the winds 
of the economic situation have not been blowing favorably on his ships. More- 
over, the economic situation in Tunisia has gone from bad to worse. It is 

not the nature of people to blame international economic conditions, nor do 
they attribute their woes to declines in oil revenues or decreases in labor 
markets. Instead, they turn the blame against the pecple who direct affairs. 
So it was natural that Mzali should get his share of the blame of ordinary 
Tunisians, who felt the cares of daily life increasing for them day after 

day. Hence, the economic situation doubtlessly did play a part in the presi- 
dent's turning against him. But is this the whole story? And is Mr Rachid 
Sfar the successor and replacement merely because he is an economic expert? 


In all probability, the story has not ended with the removal of Mzali. Rather, 
as those who know consider likely, a new chapter in the struggle for President 
Bourguiba's succession has been opened by President Bourguiba himself. More 
than one question must be answered before one can go into more details about 
this new chapter. To be specific, these questions are: 


1. Will Mrs Wassila Ben Ammar (President Bourguiba's wife) return to Tunis, 
and will amicable relations be restored between her and the president (she 
being one of Mr Mohamed Mzali's strongest enemies)? 


2. Will what has frequently been mentioned take place--President Bourguiba's 


appointing of his son, Habib Bourguiba, Jr., vice president, and the amending 
of the constitution so that the succession goes to Bourguiba's son after him? 
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3. What government makeup will the president produce to work with Rachid 
Sfar? Specifically, what positions will be held by: Mansur al-Sakhiri, 
minister of civil service and administrative reform, and for some time a rising 
star in political life (the president has appointed him assistant general sec- 
retary in the party, not to mention the fact that he is from Monastir, Bour- 
guiba's home town); Zine el-Abidin Ben Ali, minister of the interior (presi- 
dent Bourguiba singled him out for praise in his opening speech to the con- 
ference and appointed him assistant secretary in the party); and Mohamed Sayah, 
minister of public works, a powerful symbol in the party, who has, in addi- 
tion, enjoyed the special affection of President Bourguiba ever since he was 
president of the students’ union, and even before that, when he withdrew 

from the Communist Party to join the Destourian Party. 


3. Will the Francophones, the current opposed to Arabicization, gain strength 
in the coming period? This current has not hidden its hostility to Mohamed 
Mzali's approach and policies. 


4. Will the influence of the current that opposes the policy of opening to 
the opposition parties increase? This is a policy attributed to Mzali and 
blessed by President Bourguiba. Those in the current that calls for strict- 
ness and tightening the grip of the ruling party have been strong opponents 
of Mzali. 


5. In the light of answers to these five questions, the features of the new 
chapter in the game of competition for the succession to Tunisia's powerful 
leader will be defined--the only leader in the world to whom more than one 
statue has been erected while he is still alive. 


12937/6662 
CsO: 4504/373 
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TUNISIA 


SFAR'S NOMINATION AS PRIME MINISTER, BACKGROUND DISCUSSED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 12-18 Jul 86 p 6 


[Article by Rashid Khashanah: "In a Decision not Surprising to Tunisian 
Circles Bourguiba Turned Against Mzali and Brought in an Economic Expert"] 


[Text] The surprising developments that took place in Kuwait and Tunisia 
this week seemed like a kind of upheaval. The government in Kuwait turned 
against the parliament after cooperation between the latter and the govern- 
ment became impossible. The president in Tunisia turned against his prime 
minister only 18 days after renewing confidence in him as prime minister and 
party general secretary. 


In the following pages (and in "A Word From AL~TADAMUN" on page 3) AL-TADAMUN 
treats these developments in articles from Tunis, Kuwait, Riyadh, and London. 


The decision to appoint the 53-year-old minister of economy and finance, 

Mr Rachid Sfar, prime minister and secretary of the Destourian Socialist Party, 
surprised the man in the street in Tunisia, but did not surprise politicians. 
For about 2 weeks, the political salons of Tunis had been talking about 

the imminence of President Bourguiba's making a decision of this sort. 

Indeed, JEUNE AFRIQUE, a magazine published in Paris and closely connected 

to people in the Tunisian Government, published a prominent report in its 
last issue, confidently announcing that Mr Mohamed Mzali would be replaced 

by Mr Rachid Sfar. The report was accompanied by a picture of the new prime 
minister. Some expected that a denial of the report would be issued by the 
office of the president or by the prime minister's office. Nothing of the 
sort, however, happened, which emphatically confirmed the information circula- 
ting about the occurrence of a change in the top of the government. What 
impressed observers, who knew of the decision before it was broadcast by the 
official news agency at 6 pm last Tuesday, 8 July 1986, and before the radio 
confirmed it in its 7 o'clock newscast the evening of the same day, was the 
form in which the announcement came: "President Habib Bourguiba has decided 
to dismiss Mr Mohamed Mzali from his duties as prime minister and party gen- 
eral secretary." 


The expression "to dismiss" indicates that the matter is not merely the re- 
placement of one man by another at the head of the government. The word in 
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question has developed a special usage in the Tunisian political lexicon; 

it appears only in announced decisions about the removal of ministers who 
have completely lost favor with President Bourguiba. One may well ask what 
caused the party president, who had announced from the platform of the "Stead- 
fastness Conference" that Mr Mzali was his successor and "would enjoy his 
confidence today and tomorrow," to change his mind suddenly and replace him 
with a new successor only 18 days after renewing confidence in him. The 
answer given by those who know the hidden aspects of the presidential deci- 
sion indicates that the countdown for Mzali's government began about 

4 months ago with the dismissal of his senior adviser, Mr Mezri Chekir, form- 
er minister of civil service, and the strongman responsible for coordinating 
government activities. A series of cabinet changes followed, removing all 
the ministers close to Mzali; including Frej Chedli, former minister of edu- 
cation; Ameur Ghedira, former minister of state for foreign affairs; Bechir 
Ben Slama, former minister of culture; and Mrs Fathia Mzali, minister of 
family and women's advancement. In addition, the Interior Ministry was with- 
drawn from Mzali himself. 


At the party level, too, the makeup of the Central Committee and Political 
Bureau chosen by President Bourguiba at the end of the "Steadfastness Con- 
ference" (19-21 June) lacked well-known Mzali supporters, leading observers 
to say that Mzali had emerged from the conference weak and that the way was 
open for his removal. As for the answer to the question, "Why remove Mzali 
now?"=--Destourian [Socialist Party] circles sum it up by saying that at this 
stage President Bourguiba is putting economic concerns at the head of his 
priorities; he perceives that Tunisia's current sickness is economic, and 
that the antidote can come only from an expert in economic matters. He 
considers Mr Rachid Sfar senior export in economic matters by virtue of his 
having served this portfolio well since appointment to head the Economy 
Ministry in October 1983, and he has discussed this portfolio with the Arab 
and international financial establishments. Observers therefore expect the 
next step to be the appointment of a government of experts, headed by Rachid 
Sfar, to work on getting Tunisia out of the economic storm zone in the wake 
of the decline in oil revenues and the drop in remittances by overseas Tunisian 
workers--the two principal sources for funding the state budget. 


It remains to be said that the severity of the economic crisis has caused the 
winds to rock Mzali's boat during the past 2 years, forcing him to stop his 
open-door program temporarily. The critical economic situation prevented 

the realization of trade union demands and led to a social crisis that lasted 
for months. Also, the brakes have been applied to political activities of 
the opposition. The last step on this path contrary to Mzali's preferences 
was a review of the policy of Arabicizing education. Since assuming the Edu- 
cation Ministry portfolio in 1971, Mzali has been such a pioneer in this 
policy that France and the Western powers in general have tried to contain 
ore remove him. 


More than one observer believes that Mzali for practical purposes left the 


government months ago, when the prevailing choices became incompatible with 
his choices as pioneer of the political open-door policy and as leader of 
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the Arabists. Observers consider it likely that the immediate cause of his 
removal was President Bourguiba's disapproval of rushing into complete 
Arabicization of the education program, since he considered this a fundamental 
cause of the decline in the level of students' knowledge. 


Once again: Why did Bourguiba choose Mr Rachid Sfar rather than anyone else 
for the prime ministry? The answer lies not only in the economic crisis 
which has forced the choice of the best of the experts to solve it; it also 
lies in Rachid Sfar's government and party experience. He is one of the 
ministers who has been longest in the government. From 1977, he held the 
post of minister for industry, power, and mines under former prime minister 
Hadi Houira. In 1979, he became minister of defense, succeeding Mr Abdallah 
Farhat, one of the party strongmen. When Mzali became prime minister in 
April 1980, he appointed Rachid Sfar minister of health. He remained in that 
post until his appointment as minister of economy in October 1983, and then 
as minister of economy and finance in April 1986. 


In party terms, Rachid Sfar belongs to one of the families most deeply 

rooted in the party. His father, the lawyer Tahar Sfar, was one of the found- 
ers of the party, with President Bourguiba, in i934, and was one of those in 
the vanguard of the struggle. Nevertheless, his son, Rachid, was entrusted 
with leadership responsibilities only at the end of the seventies. He was 
elected to membership in the party Central Committee 2 years after his appoint- 
ment as minister, i.e., in 1979, in which year Bourguiba chose him to be a 
member of the Political Bureau and party secretary for financial affairs. He 
continued to hold these two posts until his appointment as prime minister and 
party general secretary last Tuesday. 


During the time he was entrusted with government responsibilities, Rachid 

Sfar was known for his sternness and resoluteness. When he was minister of 
health, he used to make surprise visits to hospitals, with no aides accompany- 
ing him, for a close-up view of how things were going. Also, the new prime 
minister maintains excellent relations with the leading personalities of the 
party and with the various wings within it, especially with Habib Bourguiba, 
Jr. 


It remains to be said that political circles are asking about the future of 
Mr Mohamed Mzali and whether his fate will be like that of former prime min- 
ister Mr Bahi Ladgham, who became a party official, or whether he will not 
accept political retirement and will take a new position outside the govern- 
ment apparatus--a question to which no one but President Bourguiba has the 
answer. 
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TRAQ 


OPPOSITION LEADER TALKS ABOUT ANTI-SADDAM STRUGGLE 


East Burnham ARABIA: THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English Jul 86 p 41 


[Text ] Govan Hakeem is one of the few 


survivors of the Hakeem family. He 

lost his brothers and nephews to state 
terrorism. Many of his followers and 
relatives are presently in jails all over Iraq. 
The council comprises several Iraqi 
groups involved in resistance inside Iraq. 
What is your assessment of the present 
situation in Iraq? 

We believe that the Iraqi people reject the 
present regime totally. Obviously, among 
these people are not included those few 
who are linked with the regime. The 
regime has been perpetuating persecution 
and torture against the people. There is’ 
resistance inside Iraq and sometimes 
action at the front side by side with the 
forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
especially on the Northern Front. Over 
200,000 Iraqis are detainees in their own 
country. Some 20,000 have been 
martyred, including Ayatullah Shaheed 
Assadar and several members of 
Ayatullah Hakeem’s family. Thousands 
of Iraqis have been forced to live outside 
their country. Events in Sulaimanya on 17 
Rajab this year are an example of the 
people’s rejection of the regime. It is clear 
that the Iraqi people are willing to brave 
all sorts of persecution in order to remove 
it. 

Why: is the resistance inside Iraq little 
known? 

The regime in Baghdad suppresses news 
of the struggle of the Islamic opposition in 
Iraq. Saddam Hussain’s regime keeps 
close surveillence on the Islamic 
opposition and chases its supporters. It 
tortures and silences them. Due to the war 
imposed on the Islamic Republic of Iran 
most activities of the Islamic opposition 
groups are linked with the war. 
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Recently the regime circulated a 
memorandum asking military personnel 
to furnish information regarding their 
family and relatives. This is clearly one 
way of harassing people. We send 
delegates all over the world to tell people 
of the situation inside Iraq. 

Recently some Iraqi opposition groups 
organised an anti-Saddam Hussain 
meeting in London. They introduced 
themselves as the democratic opposition. 
How does the council view them and would 
it be willing to co-operate with them? 
I know little of these groups’ activities. I 
believe that the real political force inside 
Iraq is the Islamic opposition. Our Kurd 
brothers are resisting in the North. The 
Islamic opposition has given thousands of 
martyrs and prisoners. 
How do you view the Kurdish issue and 
how do you react to some of their groups’ 
demand for total autonomy and 
independence? , 
Firstly, the Kurds represent an important 
part of the Iraqi people. We feel that they 
should join the Iraqi people and share the 
rights which Iraqi people have. Secondly, 
we feel that Kurds have been persecuted 
at different levels by previous regimes 
governing Iraq. Thirdly, the Kurdish 
people believe in Islam. They share the 
hopes and aspirations of people living in 
other parts of Iraq. They have always 
sided with Arabs combating aggression 
which Irag has faced in previous centuries. 
We are committed to a policy of equal 
social and political rights for Kurds as for 
all Iraqis. We want Kurds to preserve their 
heritage and language just as we wish for 
other people in the region to do so. 
What will the council do if Saddam 
Hussain’s regime is overthrown by a 
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military coup? 

The Iraqi people must decide their fate by 
themselves. We are struggling for this 
aim. But we think and believe that the 
Iraqi people will choose Islam. We would, 
therefore, refuse any regime imposed on 
Iraqis through a military coup. 

If the council succeeds in overthrowing the 
present regime to establish its government 
what will be the nature of relations with the 
neighbouring Arabic speaking countries? 
The council is not a government inexile. It 
is up to the people to decide what thev 
want in Iraq. The neighbouring countries 
in the region are Islamic nations. The 
relationship between these countries in 
the near future should be based on co- 
operation and good neighbourliness to 
face the superpowers and Israel, and to 
liberate the Quds. An independent Iraq 
would co-operate with neighbouring 
countries to create the Islamic ummah. 
Will a future Islamic government of Iraq 
allow secular oppositions to function inside 
Iraq? 

We believe in free co-operation, exchange 
of ideas and free political action within the 
framework and ambitions decided by the 
Iraqi people. 
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KUWAIT 


NEW ORGANIZATION OFFERS AID TO MUSLIMS WORLDWIDE 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 1 Jul 86 p 2 
[Article by Muhammad Subyman al-Shamri] 


[Text] Chairman of the Board of Directors of the International Islamic Charity 
Organizations, Shaykh Yusuf Jasim al-Hajji has expressed his happiness at the 

outcome of the meeting between members of the board and His Highness the Emir, 
His Highness Crown Prince, and Prime Minister Shaykh Sa'd al-'‘Abdallah, 

and Speaker of the National Assembly Ahmad '‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Sa'dun. 


In an interview with AL-SIYASAH yesterday, after the two meetings of the organ- 
ization's board of directors at Kuwait Plaza Hotel, Shaykh al-Hajji declar.! 
that His Highness the Emir had expressed his readiness to support the organ- 
ization to enable it to perform the functions assigned to it. Shaykh al-Hajji 
added that His Highness the Emir had informed the board of directors that the 
International Islamic Charity Organization must play a major role in support- 
ing weaker Muslims in all parts of the world and His Highness would neither 
hesitate to help nor would he ignore the organization when it carries out its 
duty of achieving the goals and expectations of all Muslims, by pioviding 
support and assistance to the needy everywhere. 


Al-Hajji went on to say that members of the board had expressed thanks to the 
Emir for enactment of the organization's decree and for his encouragement 
and support for all action beneficial to Islam and the Muslims. 


He added that members of the board had also thanked Crown Prince and Prime 
Ministery Shaykh Sa'd al-'Abdallah for his efforts on behalf of the organi- 
zation and his approval of the organization's decree and basic regulations. 


Al-Hajji pointed out that the crown prince and prime minister had informed 
members of the board at their meeting the previous day that the organization 
has a major role to play and will not be left to act alone, every effort 
being made to enable it to achieve its ambitious goals which are in fact the 
goals of all Muslims everywhere. 


Al-Hajji added that members of the board of directors had also met with the 
speaker of the assembly and had thanked the assembly and speaker for their 
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approval of Kuwait as the headquarters of the organization and for enactment 
of the special law founding the organization. The speaker told the members 
of the assembly that he considers the presence of the organization to be an 
honor for Kuwait, it being such a small country in such a large world. He 
hoped that the organization would achieve all the objectives to which it 
aspires. 


Members of the organization's board of directors had flocked to yesterday's 
board meetings following the enactment of the Emir's ordinance. The first 
board meeting was held from 1230 to 1500 under the chairmanship of Yusuf 
al-Hajji and including as members Dr Yusuf al-Qaradaqi from Qatar, Dr Khurshid 
Ahmad (Pakistan), Ghalib Himmat (Syrian, residing in Switzerland), Shaykh 
Muhammad Bin Qa‘ud from Saudi Arabia, Shaykh ‘Abdallah Ibrahim al-Ansari 
(Qatar), Dr Ishaq Muhammad al-Farhan, former Jordanian minister of education, 
Dr Muhammad 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Bakr (Emirates), ‘Abdallah al-'Ali al-Mutawwa', 
president of Social Reform Society, Ahmad Bazi al-Yasin, chairman of the 
board of Kuwaiti Finance House and Ibrahim Hasaballah, general manager of the 
organization. 


Al-Hajji told AL-SIYASAH that the abysmal poverty, penury, misery, dispersal, 
and ignorance suffered by Muslims in many countries is increasing daily and 
was one of the principal reasons why the organization was established. 


He added: "Poverty, disease, hunger and thirst, as well as illiteracy and 
ignorance, besides being a source of great pain and anguish, constitute a 

gap through which the foes of Islam have infiltrated under the pretext of 
providing aid. Let the figures speak for themselves about the current status 
of the overwhelming majority of Muslims, sothat those who retire each night 
well-fed, while their neighbors go hungry, may realize the importance of the 
drive to eliminate poverty, disease, and ignorance." 


He went on: "One thousand children, most of them Muslim, die of starvation,, 
malnutrition, and disease each day. [A total of] 1.050 million of the world's 
population, most of them Muslim, live in abject poverty threatened by famine 
and malnutrition. Thirty six countries, with Muslim majorities, are the 
poorest and least developed in the world. A per capita income of $100 to 200 
per annum is that of the majority of Muslims. 


Other motives had led to the establishment of the organization, such as the 
revival of Muslim tewets and principles based on promoting and acting for the 
good of all, recalling the position taking by pious predecessors who had 
established religious endowments in various parts of the Muslim world and who 
played such an influential role in the lives of Muslims both in the past and 
the present. 


[He called for] reviving Muslim fraternity which is difficult when so many of 
the brethren in Islam suffer from want, poverty, deprivation, malnutrition, 
and disease, while others live in sheer luxury. 








{He stressed] the need to restore the balance between theoretical calls 

and practical application so that there would be an interaction between theory 
and application, thereby reviving Islam's overall, comprehensive meaning and 
responding to the pleas of the many followers who are so deeply concerned 

over this religion. 


[He called for] giving Islamic charity work interaction continuity of a sus- 
tained, and comprehensiveness so that it can be based on Muslim reality and 
beliefs in order to embrace present and future generations. 


Al-Hajji noted the work of the organization is not individual, but collective 
based on collaboration, coordination and the good works extolled in the 
Prophet's tradition to the effect that "Believers are like bricks of a building. 
They support each other." 


Concerning the origins of the organization, al-Hajji recalled that the idea 
was first presented by Dr Yusuf al-Qaradawi, dean of the College of Juris- 
prudence, University of Qatar, in a Friday prayer sermon in Cairo, which he 
later reiterated during a visit to Kuwait. Many of Kuwait's believers re- 
sponded, to the degree that a Kuwaiti philanthropist promptly contributed 

1 million dollars to the organization's account. The original idea had been 
that each Muslim would donate 1 dollar, to bring the total to $100,000 being 
the number of Muslims in the world [sic.]. This amount would be allocated to 
combatting poverty and spreading the teachings of the faith. 


If Muslims unite in doing good, he said, they will be able to do much and 
can ensure progress and prosperity when they do good deeds. 


Concluding his statement, al-Hajji urged all Muslims throughout the world to 
unite, and to donate 1 dollar to enable the organization to help their brothers 
who are at the mercy of hunger, disease, and poverty, and are under the pres- 
sure of the foes of Islam who seek this weak point to tempt Muslims away from 
their religion thereby serving the strategies of Islam's foes rather than 

those of the Arab nations. 
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KUWAIT 


AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL, CULTURAL COOPERATION WITH FRANCE 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 26 Jun 86 p 2 


[Text] The joint Franco-Kuwaiti cultural and technical cooperation committee 
concluded its meetings in Paris yesterday with an agreement on cooperation 
between the two countries for the next 2 years. 


The committee's proceedings continued for 3 days. Kuwait was represented by a 
delegation headed by Dr Sulayman al-'Askari, assistant secretary general of 
the National Council for Culture, Literature and the Arts; Fawzi al-Jasim, 
Kuwaiti charge d'affaires in France; Salim al-Rumi, director of cultural re- 
lations in the Ministry of Education; Dr Ahmad al-'Ayyaf al-Tarah, aide to the 
assistant to the director of Kuwait University for Culture; ‘Ali al-Musawi, 
head of the cultural agreements branch and ‘Abd-al-Latif al-Bu'ayjan, cultural 
counsellor at Kuwait Embassy in Paris. 


The French party to the talks was headed by French Foreign Ministry cultural 
and scientific cooperation director, Gabriel de Bellesize and a large group of 
officials from the ministries of Foreign Affairs, Culture, Cooperation, Informa- 
tion, and Education. 


At its seventh session the joint committee discussed means of development and 
consolidation of Franco-Kuwaiti relations in the fields of health, science, 
education, technology, and information. 


In the area of health care the two sides agreed to increased exchange of 

visits by specialists, to exchange of modern medical data, and to increased con- 
tacts between experts specializing in cancer, laser, anesthesia and recovery, 
plastic surgery, and laboratory techniques. 


As far as scientific and technical affairs are concerned the two parties 
agreed to strengthen relations between the Kuwaiti Institute for Scientific 
Research and similar French institutes and establishments to develop active 
cooperation in aquaculture, livestock production, development of animal 
production, agriculture in saline areas, cultivation of vegetable fibers, 
producing maps using satellites, and exchanging working visits by scientists 
and officials from both countries active in these spheres. 
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The Kuwaiti delegation succeeded in realizing a further boost in bilateral 
cooperation in the fields of education and advanced studies, and agreed with 
the French side that a number of important French scholarships be awarded to 
Kuwaiti secondary or university level students to study various disciplines 
such as French language and literature, and to complete their scientific and 
advanced education training. Kuwait has also offered a number of study grants 
to French students wishing to learn Arabic at Kuwait University Language Center. 
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KUWAIT 


INVESTMENTS WITH SOVIET UNION SEEN UNLIKELY 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 26 Jun 86 p 1 
[Article by Mundhir '‘Abd-al-Rhaman] 


[Text] The discussions between the Soviet economic delegation visiting 
Kuwait and the General Investment Corporation were concluded at 11:30 yester- 
day. 


Following the closing sessions of the meetings, Dr Fahd al-Rashid, general 
manager of the corporation told AL-SIYASAH that the visit by the delegation, 
which is headed by Senior Vice President of the External Trade Bank 

Mr Grashenko had resulted in a set of specific proposals which are expected 
to be put into final form and endorsed early next July, when a large USSR 
official delegation led by the minister of external trade is expected in 
Kuwait. Dr al-Rashid stressed that joint investment with the Soviets is not 
within the realms of possibility, in view of the substantial difference be- 
tween the two economic systems: capitalist and socialist as practiced 
respectively by Kuwait and the Soviet Union. But he also went on to emphasize 
that there are other areas where considerable opportunities for cooperation 
and meetings can be found, such as financial markets, petroleum, etc. 


He noted that the meeting held by the delegation with representatives of 
corporations and banks was in implementationof an agreement signed in Moscow 
on 2 November 1986, following the visit recently to the Soviet Union by Min- 
ister of Petroleum and Industry Shaykh ‘Ali al-Khalifah. Referring to the 
Soviet Union the speaker said that the USSR is an extremely active country 
in the international lending market, in which his corporation and companies 
had made their intense pressure felt in the area of market transactions. 


As far as domestic affairs are concerned Dr Fahd al-Rashid stated categorical- 
ly that a decision had finally been taken on 8 February 1986 scheduling 
disbursement of checks payable to shareholders in closed companies. 


He pointed out that the issue of closed companies, which has now been dealt 
with completely by the General Investment Corporation on the basis of purely 
technical and investment principles, stressing that the corporation was not 
prepared under any circumstances to squander the reserves of those companies. 


56 














On the other hand, he also went on to say that solution of the problem of 
shareholders and of the companies themselves, and the need to cleanse the 
national economy and prepare for the future, constituted the government's prin- 
cipal motive to have the problem cleared up. Dr al-Rashid noted that the price 
appraisals for companies’ shares were quite fair. 


On the question of Gulf companies and their shareholders, which is still out- 
standing between Kuwait, Bahrain, and the UAR, al-Rashid referred to what has 
already been reported in this connection, saying that following the contacts 
between all concerned in the three countries, all indications are positive 

and encouraging. He mentioned that the Gulf companies will be handled in the 
same manner as the closed companies with a slight difference, necessitated by 
confidentiality. He noted that the program worked out by Minister of Finance 
and Economy Jasim al-Khurafi to deal with the problem of the Gulf companies 
will bring out those differences. It might be noted in this connection that a 
technical team headed by Jasim al-Sa'dun has been having consultations for 

the past week with UAE authorities and representatives of companies in order to 
arrive at an appropriate solution. 


Referring to the government's domestic market investment policy, the general 
manager of the Investment Corporation pointed out that the government's 
control of the lion's share of shares owned by the national companies was not 
by its own choice, but due to abnormal and very well known economic conditions 
which forced this situation upon it. Dr al-Rashid said that the government's 
current privatization policy with respect to the domestic market stems from 
a sound official appreciation of the important role that the private sector 
can play in stimulating, developing, and diversifying the national economy. 


Fahd al-Rashid urged companies to shoulder their responsibilities with regard 
to developing the economy, encouraging competition, creating job opportunities, 
and investing in the local market to help create conditions for a new begin- 
ning. 


About the reasons for choosing Warbah Insurance Company as the first test of 
the corporation's gradual privatization policy, Dr al-Rashid said that the 
choice stemmed from the government's conviction that a start had to be made 
with companies with a good future and potential that are acceptable to the 
private sector. Warbah Insurance Company was the first candidate to fit 

the specifications, having the potential for expansion and development with 

a solid standing in the market and services required. 


Dr Fahd al-Rashid did not deny reports that the Commercial Facilities Company, 
the Bank of Kuwait, and the Middle East Bank would be next in line immediately 
after Warbah, thus confirming what AL-SIYASAH had already predicted and pub- 
lished. 


He even went on to point out that there is a likelihood that the Investment 
Corporation would continue to sell government-held shares in other companies 
should the Warbah bids and those by other companies be serious. 
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LEBANON 


CEDARS LEADER INTERVIEWED ON FOREIGN INTERVENTION 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 30 Jun-6 Jul 86 pp 20-21 


[Interview with Etienne Sake, leader of the Guardians of the Cedars, by a MONDAY 


MORNING staff writer] 


[Text ] 


President Amin Gemayel said the 
regional and national 
circumstances are propitious to a 
solution, and that relations with 
Syria will soon improve. Do you 
agree? 
1 do not know what circumstances 
President Gemayel was talking about. 


What, in your opinion,are the 
current regional circumstances? 
A war may erupt between Israel and 
Syria. We read about this in the papers, 
however there are no concrete 
indications about such a possibility. 


And on the national level? 

The national circumstances do not 
hint at a solution as long as there are 
outside forces preventing a free 
Lebanese decision, and as long as 
there are Lebanese factions committed 
to an outside power fram which they 
receive their orders, weapons and 
money. 


We believe that the day the 
foreigners leave Lebanon, the 
much-awaited accord will immediately 
be reached. However, there can be no 
accord as long as there is one foreigner 
on Lebanese land, for the foreigner is 
here to prevent the accord in order to 
preserve his role in Lebanon. 


So you think no accord can be 
reached as long as the Israelis are 
in Lebanon? 

The Israeli issue is a different one, for 
the Israelis are present on the border 
strip, whereas the Syrians are present 
on three-quarters of the Lebanese 
territory. The Israelis do not interfere in 
Lebanese decisions. But the Syrians 


58 


interfere in Lebanese decisions, they 
invalidate the Lebanese government or 
decide on a security plan, they start and 
stop the shelling, whether directly or by 
proxy. I think the distinction between 
the israeli and the Syrian presence is a 
major one. 


President Gemayei is optimistic, 
while Premier Karami expects the 
worst. How can we reconcile 
the two opinions? 

1 do not know on what Premier 
Karami is basing his statements, but | 
do agree that the situation is critical on 
the security, military and economic 
levels. We hope an accord can be 
reached and that the situation 
improves, but | msut say | do not have 
girect information like President 
Jemayel or Premier Karami, | get my 
information from the news, information 
about the Syrian-israeli war for 
example. And | do not think the 
Situation will improve in the foreseen 
future. 


Karami said he planned to send an 
envoy to the Gulf countries 
Gemayel has recently toured, to 
explain his position and that of the 
Mosiem ministers to the Arab 
leaders. What is your comment? 
This move comes as a result of 
internal differences and constitutes a 
reaction to the visits of President 
Gemayel. Until now, they have not 
learned that such political rivalries are 
what contributed to the destruction of 
this country. The politicians must 
realize that we are where we now stand 
thanks to them. They must know that if 
they had the least sense of national 
responsibility, they should let the 





people conduct their own affairs and 
allow the new leaderships to act. They 
have been destroying Lebanon since 
1943, and part of this destruction is 
directly related to personal differences. 
The decision reached through the 
meeting of the ministerial committee 
reflects these personal conflicts and 
disunity which reflect negatively on the 
people. Where is the Lebanese 
politician who works for the national 
interest rather than his own private 
interest? Name me but one. Ali the 
politicians are working for 
their own political and financial 
interest. All the politicians 
have failed, since the beginning 





INo security plan can 
succeed as long as it 
allows the 
Palestinians to 
remain in Lebanon 











of the war, and they must 
all be tried in court, and 
I believe the day is near 
when this will be done. 


How would this be done, in your 
opinion? 
| do not know what will happen! 


Could it come through a popular 

revolution? 

A popular social revolution is likely if 
the situation remains unchanged. A 
small proportion of the Lebanese is 
taking advantage of, abusing 
all the rest, and this cannot gp m. 


So you believe a sociai revolution 

is more likely than a military coup? 

The strike called for by the General 
Labor Federation is but a beginning. 
The people cannot possibly remain 
silent if the dollar reaches 50 L.L. | have 
called for a popular revolution some 
three weeks ago, | also called for civic 
disobedience, because a continuation 
of the current deteriorating security and 
economic situation is unacceptable. 
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How do you evaluate the 
Phalangist Party elections, and do 
you agree that the Lebanese 
Forces gained more than their fair 
share? 

This is an internal matter. All we can 
do is wish the Phalangist Party the 
best. However, we do not interfere in 
internal issues or the elections, just as 





ALL Lebanese guns 
must be directed at 
one aim, the 
foreigners present 
on the Lebanese 
territory. This is the 
true nationalist war 











we, aS a party, do not wish anyone to 
interfere in our internal affairs. Dr. 
(George) Saade was elected party 
president, and we wish him luck 


The Christian camp lacks unity, 

and some fear armed clashes may 

erupt there. Do you agree? 

| reject the expression «Christian 
camp.» There is but one camp, the 
Lebanese, and the members in our 
(Guardian of the Cedars) party come 
from all religions. It is incorrect to speak 
of a Christian camp, and as to differing 
opinions, this phenomenon prevails in 
all regions and all places. Clashes have 
occured in the past in all regions, but 
we hope we will be spared this now, 
because the country cannot bear any 
more fighting. The parties to the conflict 
must understand, after these eleven 
years of war, that the Lebanese guns 
must be directed against one aim, 
namely the foreigners present on the 
Lebanese territarv This is what we call 
a iidiiWiidllISl Wal, aiiu sitios to WNal we 
are calling for in all our statements. All 
Lebanese guns must be directed 
against the enemy present on 
Lebanese territory 


How do you rate the chances of 
success of the West Beirut 
security plan? 














The plan does not exist. | do not know 
how many previous plans were 
decided, but nme can succeed as long 
as they allow the Palestinians to stay in 
Lebanon. There is a Syrian-Arafatist 
conflict in the Beirut camps, why don't 
they fight it out in Syria or Jordan rather 
than Lebanon? If the Palestinians 
leave, the security plan can be 
effective. But right now, it is at best a 
drug that provides a momentary 
remission. The radical solution will 
come when the Palestinians leave all 
our land. 


So you expect the security plan to 

fall? 

Our experience with such security 
plans is not encouraging. No security 
plan has succeeded since 1975, and | 
am sorry to say | see no political 
solution. 


Do you expecta military solution? 
The military solutions do not 
succeed. 


And where will the solution come 





from? 














The sky. 


How would you comment on the 
camps war? 
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It is a war of barracks, not camps. 
The barracks war will certainly go on. 
There is a conflict between the 
Lebanese and the Palestinians, and 
this is aggravated by the dense 
demographic population of the camps 
and the southern suburbs. If you look at 
a map, you find that the dense 
population is the first factor of this war. 
Therefore we affirm that the war will go 
on, and will spread to other camps. 


And what will be _ its 

repercussions? 

it will spread to Ain Helwe (on the 
outskirts of Sidon) and to all the regions 
where there are barracks. 


What do you think is the way out of 
the economic crisis, and who do 
you hold resporsible for it? 

The economic condition is certainly 
unacceptable. A man can protect 
himself from shelling by sheltering ina 
basement, but how can you protect 
yourself from hunger? A popular re- 
volt is bound to happen, and this 
may prove part of the solution. 

s to those responsible for the crisis, 
they are all the politicians since 1943 
and until today. Some of the politicians 
today try to put the blame m athers , but 
| say all are equally guilty. The people 
seem to have started to react, and this 


is but the beginning. @ 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FOREIGN INVESTMENTS INTERVIEWED 

Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 18, 25 Jun 86 

[Article: "The Figures Contradict Campaigns of Skepticism"] 
[18 Jun 86 pp 44-46] 

[Text] The economic editor writes: 


[Question] The current economic situation raises the issue of national invest- 
ment and doubts about its success. How can we reassure the national investor 
and foreign capital so that they continue to cooperate in domestic investments 
to the benefit of national income? 


[Answer] Our economic situation, thank God, is not bad. However, what has 
happened, as is well-known, is that certain sectors, such as the construction 
sector and certain services that our economy does not need at the current 
time, have been saturated. It may be appropriate for me to point out what is 
contained in the latest report of the Saudi Arab Cash Organization, which 
notes that AH 1405 was a year of adjustment, continuing the direction of the 
year AH 1404, and this adjustment was necessary because of the reduction in 
the world demand for oil. Nevertheless, the policies that the government has 
followed to maintain as much economic growth as possible in the production 
sector has helped to lessen the effects of the adjustment process. 


The above-mentioned report also pointed out that ou economy has undergone 
necessary structural changes so that the kingdom's growth capabilities in the 
agricultural, industrial, and service sectors may be exploited to the great- 
est degree, in such a way that the proportion of these sectors in the total 
national income has increased at the expense of the oil sector, a fact which 
has helped to achieve the necessary diversification in national production. 


In order to reassure investors, I would like to mention in brief what appeared 
in a report on international trade competition done by the EMF organization 

in 1985 based on the results of a survey of more than 1,100 important business- 
men and economic experts in 28 countries, of which 22 were developed indust- 
rial countries, and 6 were developing countries including Brazil, India, 

South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The kingdom 
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occupied 12th place in international competition among ali the 28 countries 
and first place among the 6 developing countries, and came in ahead of a 
number of industrial countries such as Britain, France, and Australia. In 
addition, the kingdom occupied first place in economic activity among all 
28 countries, as well as in lack of government interference in commercial 
activities. 


Authorized Projects 


[Question] Could you give us an idea about the joint projects authorized by 
the ministry and the preferences given to the foreign investor to encourage 
him to invest in the kingdom? 


[Answer] The number of joint industrial projects authorized by the mi-:istry 
to the end of AH 1405 amounts to 553 with a total capital of about 41 billion 
riyals. Of these joint industrial proejcts, 389 are production factories. 
These projects include the Sabic and Petromin projects. The non-industrial 
joint projects, which include contracting, services and maintenance projects, 
as well as banking, number about 1,240, with a total capital of 5.475 billion 
riyals. 


The joint projects enjoy advantages, including tax exemption for 10 years 
for productive industrial and agricultural projects and for 5 years for other 
projects. The treatment of the joint factories is the same as that of national 
factories and they enjoy all the advantages granted to national capital, in- 
cluding the possibility of obtaining easy loans from the Industrial Fund. 
Statistics indicate that the number of joint industrial projects that have 
borrowed from the Industrial Fund will be about 300 by the end of fiscal 
year AH 1404-1405. The total amount of the loans to them is more than 

5 biilion riyals and in AH 1404-1405 alone, 18 new projects received loans 
and 6 others received loans for their expansion. These loans amounted to 
358 million riyals. 


The Choice of Industrialization 


[Question] Occasionally, doubts are voiced by foreigners concerning the 
industrialization choice that the kingdom has made. Would it be possible to 
clarify this issue and the importance of industry for the kingdom? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that the campaigns and the skepticism that for- 
eigners have voiced have a purpose and began exactly when the kingdom began 
to study the creation of primary industries. However, the facts and figures 
have dispersed these doubts, for despite the newness of Sabic, the number 

of productive projects has today reached 12, and 3 new projects will be put 
into operation during this year. More than 2 million tons of chemicals, 
fertilizers, plastics, and iron have been produced. The value of their sales 
amounts to about 5 billion riyals for 1985; this is an increase of almost 
100 percent over 1984. About 70 percent of the total amount of these 
quantities produced were exported and the rest was consumed locally. Sabic 
has realized profits despite the fact that it is still in the beginning stages 
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of its establishment and production and despite the barriers that the developed 
countries have erected being represented by protectionist policies abroad and 
exorbitant polices domestically. 


With regard to the importance of industry to the economy of the kingdom, 

I would like to point out what one of our economic experts, Mr Ahmad al- 
Tuwayjri has already mentioned: that industry is the backbone of every eco- 
nomy; that the future will be bright, God willing; and that the choice of 
industrialization that the kingdom has made is the right choice, concentrat- 
ing on the resources with which we are aboundantly provided at a relatively 
low cost. We must concentrate on industries based on natural gas and on 
exploiting what we are provided with in the way of agriculture and minerals 
found both above and below ground. 


Export and Incentives 


[Question] Certain people believe that the kingdom's market is small due to 
the small number of inhabitants. This fact makes the success of any industry 
difficult, and industrial opportunities for investment are very limited. What 
do you think about this? 


[Answer] The size of the market is not small, if we take into consideration 
the fact that certain industries are presumably not for local consumption 
only: for example, those primary industries that Sabic has established. In 
any case, one foreign expert estimated our market to be about 23 million 
people, when one takes into account the residents of the kingdom, the pilgrims 
to Mecca, the Arab Gulf states, and Yemen. In addition, there is easy access 
to neighboring markets; the privilege that the Saudi market enjoys as a cen- 
ter; its proximity to a large number of neighboring countries that are con- 
sidered good markets; and the basic facilities, such as ports, that aid in 
export as well as in re-export. These give support and incentive to a fsreater 
degree than if only Saudi population estimates are considered. In addition, 
the Saudi economy is distinguished by the high level of purchasing power of 
its inhabitants due to the high average income of Saudis. 


The industrial opportunities available are many and the most important in- 
clude: 


1--Industries supporting and derived from the primary industries. 

2--The food and agriculture industries. 

3--Assembly and engineering industries. 

In general, import substitution industries: The only thing those who wish 
to invest in industry must do is to first do their market studies for these 
sectors. Wherever the market indicators are positive, preliminary economic 


benefit studies are prepared and detail technical, economic, and marketing 
studies are done. 
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[25 June 86 pp 44-45] 
[Text] Campaigns of Doubt 


[Question] There has been a lot of talk, cspecially in foreign circles, of 
our economic situation and the fact that it suffers from financial problems 
that have an effect on the economic sectors in the kingdom and the relation- 
ship between this and oil revenues. Could you clarify your point of view 

as an economist concerning this economic situation of the kingdom? 


[Answer] It is known that a great number of economies in the world are under- 
going a recession and indeed that many of the countries have enormous debts 
that put them in a situation in which they cannot even pay the interest on 
these debts, a situation which makes them insolvent. The effect of the reduc- 
tion in oil revenues is not limited to us, but extends to the developed 
industrialized oil-producing countries, and first and foremost the states, 
which have been affected by the drop in oil prices. 


It can be said that the state of Texas alone, for example, has been more 
affected than the kingdom, since real estate prices have declined greatly and 
Rolls Royces, which used to cruise the streets, have begun to be sold in 
auction, where they do not find buyers. Likewise, a number of banks have 
gone bankrupt. In order to make clear the extent of its affect, experts 
estimate that each dollar reduction in the price of oil means a loss of $100 
million to Texas alone and the dismissal of 25,000 workers. 


At the current time, our economy is passing through what is called a period 
of adjustment, inasmuch as we do not now need the activities and services 
that we did while the infrastructure, consisting of ports, roads, bridges, 
etc., was being built. This means that a number of organizations and companies 
must seek other activities that our economy is still in need of or must con- 
tract their activities. This is the nature of economic life. The existence 
of such contracts is not a disgrace; the advanced industrialized countries 
often announce the bankruptcy of thousands of companies and there are many 
investment opportunities in the kingdom, thank God. We have opportunities 

in the industrial sector and in the fields of maintenance and operation, for 
it is known that the great projects that have been completed need to be main- 
tained and operated. 


The economic experts stress that the reduction in the demand for oil and the 
reduction in prices is temporary and a day will come when the oil market re- 
turns to its former strength and may become even stronger during the next 

5 years, God willing, since we know that the kingdom has more than 25 percent 
of the world's soil reserves. Another point that I would like to make is that 
out economy, thank God, does not have a liquidity problem, for the hanks are 
overflowing with deposits that have only to be moved to participate in turning 
the wheel of growth. Many banks are investing large sums abroad and this is 
not a result of a lack of investment possibilities in the kingdom, but rather 
a lack of confidence among banks and business men and a lack of an appropriate 
structure for the development activities of banks. I suggest that a study of 
the structure of banks' encouragement of various development activities be 
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done and that they be given the necessary guarantees to create the necessary 
confidence to perform their desired role. Likewise I propose that business- 
men be directed and helped to adjust to and take advantage of the available 
investment opportunities. 


The Change of Prices and the Task of Others 


[Question] There is no doubt that the industrial sector, loke any economic 
sector, has its own particular problems. Could you clarify what problems the 
industrial sector in the kingdom may be suffering from? 


[Answer] No industry is free from problems, just as no economy in the world 
is. Some of these problems may be called internal, that is in the factory 
itself, such as in the management and its influence on marketing, costs, and 
technical problems. These problems must be handled by the factories them- 
selves and this is considered the easiest treatment when the management is 
aware, is desirous, and takes the initiative to solve such problems. The 
other kind of problem is external and we mean by this, problems that occur 
outside the management of the factories, such as factors that have an effect 
on the market and prices. The most important of these problems is the policy 
of flooding the market, which certain producer countries follow. We have many 
examples of this, since prices often change on the local market simply when a 
national producer begins to produce, which puts the new factory in a difficult 
position, inasmuch as it may not be able to withstand such a situation for 
long and may close its doors if the management does not handle the matter 

in a rational way. The matter may sometimes require the intervention of the 
government in imposing tariffs to protect its national production. As an 
example of this, from the time that a study was done for the construction of 
the al-Jubayl iron factory until a little before production began, prices 

were more than 1,600 riyals for a ton of building iron and at the time when 
production began, prices dropped to about half that or 800 riyals. What 
happened with iron happened with other industries, unless the factory was 

able to overcome the problem with the passage of time by lowering production 
costs until it began to realize profits. 


Among the problems that some factories face is the lack of the application of 
standard specifications for locally produced goods and like imports so that 
poor and inappropriate kinds are not allowed to enter the country, which makes 
our local market open, in some cases, to the surpluses of foreign industries 
and to products rejected in the countries where they were produced. This is 
where the Ministry of Commerce and the Bureau of Specifications and Standards 
comes in. It is known that standard specifications can be used as a non- 
tariff measure to protect local industry and this is a policy that many 
countries have followed. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


AL-SIYASAH AL-DUWALIYAH ANALYZES STRUGGLE FOR POWER 
Cairo AL-SIYASAH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic Jul 86 pp 163-169 
[Article by ‘Amr Hashim Rubay': "Political Succession in Democratic Yemen"] 


[Text ] A discussion of conditions in South Yemen from the political 
succession perspective must deal with the historic, tribal, and international 
dimensions in the struggle process and the reasons that led to it. 


Historic Dimension 


Power struggle is the political life dictionary in South Yemen and it will 
stay for a long time to come. 


Prior to indpendence, the struggle used to be between two fronts: 


--The Front for the Liberation of Occupied South Yemen [FLOSY], under the 
leadership of ‘Abd-al-Qawi Makkawi, which was backed by the late president, 
Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. 


--The National Front for the Liberation of Occupied South Yemen [NFLOSY], 
under the leadership of Qahtan al-Sha'bi, which was founded by the Arab 
Nationalists’ Movement [ANM] in August 1963 and initiated its armed struggle 
against British colonialism on 14 october 1963. ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il filled 
the position of commando action officer in the front while 'Ali Nasir, Salim 
Rubay', ‘Ali ‘Antar, and Salim al-Bid assumed commando action duties within 
the sectors. | 


Upon deciding to get out of South Yemen, Great Britain negotiated with the 
NFLOSY with Egypt's approval, after perceiving a growth in NFLOSY forces at 
the expense of FLOSY, thus setting the stage for the ultimate departure of 
British forces on 30 November 1967. 


When NFLOSY rose to power, Qahtan al-Sha'bi assumed the presidency while ‘Ali 
Nasir Muhammad filled the post of governor of Lahij, "the Second Governorate," 
and ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il, minister of information and culture. He was the 
most radical member of the presidential staff and his influence grew at a 
Steady rate. When the National Front held its 4th conference, the first after 
independence, in Zanzibar in March 1968, two main trends existed: a 
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conservative one led by Qahtan al-Sha'bi and a radical leftist one led by 
"Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il and Salim Rubay'. "Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il presented to 
the conference what was called the "program for fulfilling national liberation 
tasks" which gained approval, thus tipping the scale in his favor at the 
expense of his rivals. This was strongly buttressed by Isma'il tactic of 
using one of his supporters as a front to act against his rivals, thus 
allowing him to remain behind the scenes. 


During that time, he pushed Salim Rubay' into a confrontation with Qahtan al- 
Sha'bi by urging him to run for NFLOSY leadership elections in which he won 
the highest number of votes while Qahtan al-Sha'bi came in 20th place. Al- 
Sha'bi took this as a personal affront, so he ordered the arrest of ‘'Abd-al- 
Fattah Isma'il and Salim Rubay', but they escaped from prison and fled to 
North Yemen, then returned to South Yemen after reaching a conciliation with 
him. 


There was another conflict between Qantan al-Sha'bi and then interior minister 
Muhammah ‘Ali Haytham when the latter refused to accede to the president's 
wish to submit his resignation, demanding adherence to party legitimacy. The 
struggle was resolved in his favor within NFLOSY, thus compelling the 
president to submit his resignation and was surprised by the unexpected 
acceptance of his resignation on 22 June 1969 in what was later called the 
corrective movement when he was arrested. 


Thereafter, Muhammad 'Ali Haytnam was appointed prime minister as a reward for 
his role in removing the president. Salim Rubay' was appointed head of state 
and ‘Ali Nasir, minister of defense. 


After Salim Rubay', ‘Ali Nasir, and 'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il consolidated their 
power bases in 1970; they called the country "the Popular Democratic Republic 
of Yemen" as an expression of the state's political, ideological, and leftist 
orientation. While ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il turned his attention to party 
organization, Salim Rubay's relied mainly on the tribes. 


However, things soon turned against Salih Haytham who was removed on 4 August 
1971 and replaced by a presidential council that included Salim Rubay' as 
president, ‘Ali Nasir as prime minister, and ‘Abd-al-§ ttah Isma'il as 
secretary general of the NFLOSY organization. 


In 1975, an alliance was forged between the three main forces represented in 
the National Front, the Popular Vanguard Party (Ba'th Party branch), and the 
People's Democratic Union (youth current). 


The attempt to form a socialist party based on the principles of scientific 
socialism was met with reservations by Salim Rubay' for he feared that such a 
Step would provoke the Gulf countries with which he was eager to establish 
close relations, in addition to his endeavors to get close to North Yemen. 
All these reasons led to the isolation of Salim Rubay' in his struggle with a 
very strong wing represented by the party and its militias under the 
leadership of ‘Abd-al-Fattan Isma'il, the armed under the command of ‘Ali 
Nasir, ‘Ali 'Antar, and the public security forces under the command of Sa'‘id 
al-Yafi'i'’. The struggle erupted in the aftermath of the assassination of 
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then North Yemen president Ahmad al-Ghamshi when Salim Rubay' realized that 
the incident was masterminded by ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il. Therefore, he tried 
to hit the headquarters of the central committee, but due to the opposition's 
control of the air force, a decision was taken in favor of Isma'il and the 
presidential palace was hit in June 1978 whereupon it was announced that the 
president had been executed for attempting to monpolize power. 


On 11 October 1978, the Social Party organizational structures were completed 
by merging the three previously mentioned, but it was not a merger in the true 
sense of the word and each side relied on its own tribal roots. Hence, the 
surprise seemed to stem not from the existence of a radical socialist party in 
an Arab country, but rather from the fact that the party in this unique 
Situation controlled power, notwithstanding that it enjoyed only very limited 
mass support from the people. 


"Ali Nasir, ‘Ali ‘Antar and then foreign affairs minister, Salih Muti' formed 
an alliance against 'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il, thus forcing him to resign from 
the party secretariat and the presidency [council] on 21 April 1980. This was 
brought about by several reasons, including his failure to fulfill his 
presidential commitments due to his preoccupation with organizational matters 
and his refusal to accede to his adversaries' wish to separate the presidency 
from the party's secretariatship. These disputes in fact caused ‘Abd-al- 
Fattah Isma'il's departure for the Soviet Union. 


Tribal Dimension 


Yemen used to be made up of 23 sultanates, called protectorates by the 
colonial powers, under a federated union government. Following independence, 
the National Front turned South Yemen into six governorates: Aden, comprising 
the capital and its suburbs; Lahij, comprising al-Dali', al-Musaymir and al- 
Shu'ayb tribes and part of Yafi'; Abyan, comprising lower and upper Yafi' 
tribes; Shabwah, comprising upper al-'Awaliq tribes; and Hadramawt and 
Faydah, located between Oman and Hadramawt. 


The effects of partition following the evacuation of colonialism seemed to 
have been linked to tribal principles. Since the creation of the party and 
before it, the National Front, party officials tried to bypass the tribal 
framework to a broader one through the party, and the party itself tried to 
penetrate the tribes, but failed due to tribal chauvinism. The best 
indication of that is that interparty struggles soon developed into armed 
conflicts which prompted each side to turn to its own tribe. Even the 
distribution of government positions was taken into account. For during ‘Ali 
Nasir's tenure as defense minister in Muhammad 'Ali Haytham's cabinet, he saw 
to it that his tribe, "al-Husni," was represented in the army and 'Ali ‘Antar 
followed suit with regard to his tribe, al-Dali', when he succeeded him in 
the same position. 


At the mention of tribal struggle in South Yemen, ‘Ali ‘Antar immediately 
comes to mind. He is a man of tremendous political ambitions and was known 
for his hostility toward the Gulf countries which he described as reactionary 
and, therefore, Aden had the burdensome task of changing them. He preceeded 
to form strong militias from al-Dali' tribes who rallied arund him, thus 
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allowing him to form a strong army. When 'Ali Nasir realized this, he removed 
him from the defense ministry, 5 years after he had assumed the army command, 
and the only option ‘Ali ‘Antar had was to seek the return of ‘Abd-al-Fattan 
Isma'il so as to benefit from his organizational abilities and make use of the 
party militias that were loyal to him in preparation for overthrowing the 
president. 


As for Salih Muslih who succeeded 'Ali 'Antar as defense minister, he too 
belongs to the al-Dali' tribe. During the recent events, he took control of 
all army supplies with the support of 'Ali al-Shayi' who is a member of his 
tribe. 


"Ali Nasir Muhammad is from al-Husni tribe and he reinforced the army with 
strong elements from his tribe in addition to other tribes that supported him 
in his recent struggle, including al-'Awazil to which Abyan Governor Muhammad 
"Ali Ahmad and Zuhayr ‘Ali Nasir belong, and al-Fadli and al-Su'aydi. As for 
"Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il, he belongs to al-Hujariyah tribe in North Yemen and 
therefore does not have a loyal tribal base in South Yemen. That is why he 
sought to attract educated followers and formed opro-army' militias. 
Furthermore, he relied on influential tribal figures able to support him 
against his adversaries, turning to 'Ali 'Antar who succeeded in polarizing 
al-Dali' tribe, which was by far the strongest tribe in Yemen. 


It should be noted that when tribes in Yemen engage in a struggle, they defend 
their cadres in the party without any bias toward their ideological currents, 
be they hard-line or moderate. For tribes do not fight for a principle, Dut 
rather to please their leaders and for gains and spoils. Add to that the fact 
that such struggles afford them the opportunity to take revenge on other 
hostile tribes. 


All this takes place in a climate wherein all cadres adhere to scientific 
socialism which calls for the need to uproot various tribal ties. 


Notwithstanding that the tribe have been disarmed for several years, they were 
mobilized by the warring parties and once again acquired arms. When battles 
broke out between the warring parties, all tribes took part in the struggle, 
threatening to transform the struggle into a civil war. Thereupon, ‘Ali Nasi 
went to Abyan, his birthplace, to lead the battle from there and former state 
security minister Salih Munsir al-Sayli and former foreign minister Salim 
Salin Muhammad obtained the backing of anti-Nasir al-Dali', al-'Awaliq, and 
Yafi' tribes. 


However, a civil war was averted due to the fact that the anti-Nasir wing had 
control over the Snabwah and Abyan Governorates and due to the backing of the 
al-Dali', al-'Awalig, and Yafi' tribes. 


Anyhow, the bloody events in South Yemen have proven that: 


1. Tribes in Yemen are unable to contribute to destabilization. All they can 
do is to intervene by their cadres' permission, which has always been the 
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case, as clearly manifested in the recent struggle when all supportive tribal 
elements were polarized and these elements did not hesitate to answer the call 
of their tribal leaders. 


2. Yemeni leaders rank tribal loyalty the same as ideological loyalty and, 
consequently, they raised party slogans while holding on to tribal chauvinism. 


International Dimension 


In raising the subject of the international dimension of the struggle for 
South Yemen, a good part of the discussion is focused on Soviet interests 
which are generally concentrated in a triangle whose angles are represented by 
the Caribbean Sea (Cuba), the Far East (Vietnam), and the Gulf region (South 
Yemen, Ethiopia and Afghanistan). Hence the Soviet Union affords optimum 
attention to recent events in South Yemen. 


But why are the Soviets interest in South Yemen? And what is the true nature 
of their role in recent events? South Yemen, with its unique location, is of 
Special interest to the super powers. It controls the Bab al-Mandab Straits, 
the southern gate to the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean through the Arab Sea, 
in addition to its proximity to oil sources in the Gulf and its dominion over 
Socotra and Perim, two significantly important islands in the struggle over 
the oceans, not to mention its proximity to the Horn of Africa. 


Consequently, the Soviet Union has been intent on spreading its influence over 
this part of the world ever since the evacuation of the colonial powers. It 
has always stood by leftist currents in the Qahtan al-Sha'bi and Salim Rubay' 
eras, has lent its strong support to 'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il by signing a 20- 
year friendship and alliance treaty with him in 1979 when he was president and 
has established military bases on Yemeni shores and islands. Morecver, it had 
a role in forging an alliance between Aden, Tripoli, and Addis Ababa on 19 
August 1981. 


But did Moscow have advance knowledge of events in South Yemen? 


Some people affirm that the Soviet Union was as much surprised by the events 
as any other country, as evidenced by its decision to evacuate its subjects 
following the outbreak of fighting and not before. If it refrained from 
undertaking this step so as not to raise suspicion, why did it issue a 
communique some hours after the outbreak of hostilities condemning the 
conspiracy against ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad? 


This well-focused viewpoint notwithstanding, one cannot claim that military 
preparations and movements undertaken everywhere eluded Moscow and its 
advisors. Consequently, the truth remains shrouded by secrecy. 


Observers of developments in Aden may conclude that: 
1. Soviet foreign policy toward recent events was offhand. For after 


supporting the legitimate power early in the game, it turned around and 
assumed a neutral stance on the struggle after the facts became clear. 
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Experience has taught the Soviets not to bet on any single card, but this time 
they bet on all cards after it was too late and after the coup leaders 
embarrassed the Soviet Union by declaring their strong support for the Soviet 
role in Yemen, thus espousing greater and deeper loyalty to the Soviets 
themselves. 


2. No doubt ‘Ali Nasir served Soviet interests in the Gulf region in view of 
the good-neighbor relations he established with Oman, North Yemen, and Saudi 
Arabia in an obvious connection with growing Soviet relations with these 
regimes. Hence, a question presents itself about the reason why Moscow 
allowed the return of 'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il to Yemen. Was it a warning to 
‘Ali Nasir not to be overly moderate? This is a dubious idea owing to the 
selection of Haydar Abu Bakr al-'Attas, a known adovcate of an open-door 
policy with Gulf regimes, as an interim president while he was in Moscow and 
president upon his return to Yemen. 


3. The Soviet Union maintains relations with all the parties to the power 
struggle in South Yemen. It has sponsored those who are in power now and 
sponsors the rebel:: as well. Furthermore, ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il himself 
returned from Moscow to lead a fierce struggle against ‘Ali Nasir and those 
who seized power in Aden have no option other than Moscow. 


Reasons for Struggle 


Several reasons caused the situation to explode in South Yemen. One can say 
that for over two long decades of independence, these reasons have remained 
unchanged: 


1. Monopoly of Power: 


The most significant accusation levelled against the head of state in South 
Yemen was that he held two positions at one time, not to mention that his 
followers monopolized senior positions within the party and the presidency. 


"Ali Nasir combined the positions of head of state and party secretary general 
until his ouster. He also headed the cabinet until he was pressured by the 
opposition to give it up, whereupon he appointed his supporter, Abu Bakr al- 
‘Attas, to replace him. All this is in addition to the postponement of the 
People's Supreme Council elections since 1983 due to 'Ali Nasir's wish to 
keep his supporters in the council. 


2. Relations with Gulf Countries: 


Any person who assumes the presidency in South Yemen is elected according to 
many rules, including his opposition to the Gulf regimes. However, he soon 
realizes that Yemen is a poor country seeking the financial support of these 
countries and efforts get underway to get rid of him either’ through 
assassination (Salim Rubay') or by being forced to flee the country (‘Ali 
Nasir). 


It is noteworthy that 'Ali Nasir Muhammad withheld support from the anti- 
government Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman (the Dhofar movement) and 
visited the UAE in march 1983, 








All this was consistent with other efforts to open up to certain other 
countries of the world such as Japan, France, and Great Britain and with the 
decision of western companies to set up operations in Yemen, particularly 
following the enactment of a law permitting the transfer of hard currency and 
granting tax exemptions. 


3. Politicization of the Army 


The army is considered the organization most able to settle the conflict in 
South Yemen. It has been divided into divisions, with each one pledging its 
lasting loyalty to one of the regime's pre-eminent members. The situation 
makes it easy to draw in each division, with its weapons, to take part in the 
political struggle so as to turn it into an armed struggle by controlling the 
weapons which have always been the only basis for power change in South Yemen. 
Even when 'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il was ousted in 1980 by peaceful means, there 
was talk about the use of force against him to force his resignation. 


The recent struggle has revealed that 'Ali Nasir, ‘Ali ‘Antar, and Salih 
Muslih had followers inside the army who rose to support their leaders in the 
recent struggle. For example, Defense Minister Salih Muslih stationed army 
units in the heart of the capital a few days before the struggle in 
anticipation of what he called a possible Israeli retaliation against the Rome 
and Vienna airport incidents. 


4. Ideological Reasons 


Ideological reasons top the list of the declared causes for the outbreak of 
the struggle in South Yemen, although facts say otherwise. Although 
hardliners blame President 'Ali Nasir for his economic liberation tendencies 
and his contacts with the West and for lifting nationalization from certain 
establishments, in addition to softening his opposition to Gulf regimes, the 
struggle's ideological reasons fade in the face of endeavors by each group to 
seek the support of its tribes in settling the military struggle their favor. 


The Constitution and Political Succession 


Like most other developing countries, political succession in South Yemen for 
the last four times was not constitutional. Qahtan's political future ended 
in a life sentence, Salim Rubay's in assassination, '‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il's 
in exile, and ‘Ali Nasir's in expulsion. 


The current South Yemeni constitution, approved by the People's Supreme 
Council in its session of 31 october 1978, regulated political succession as 
follows: 


"The People's Supreme Council in its first meeting shall elect from among its 
members a president and a presidential staff of no less than 11 and no _ more 
than 17 members, and may elect a vice-president and appoint a secretary from 
among its members. The presidential staff shall be accountable to the 
People's Supreme Council which has the right, at the request of at least one- 
third of its members, to reorganize the staff or remove any of its members by 
a majority decision (Article 79). 
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"The presidential staff shall be made up of a chief and no less than 11 and no 
more than 17 members. It shall be reorganized after every supreme council 
election and shall continue its functions until the election of a new staff 
(Article 92). 


"The People's Supreme Council shall be made up of 111 members and shall be 
elected every 5 years (Article 72). The presidential staff shall be 
responsible and accountable to it (Article 91)." 


This presentation of the constitutional framework for succession reveals’ the 
following: 


1. The presidential staff is reorganized every 5 years. 


2. The chief of the presidential staff is automatically considered the head 
of state. 


3. The constitution is completely silent about any role for the Socialist 
Party in the succession process and only mentions that the party is the leader 
and the guiding force for society and the state (Article 3). 


This is notwithstanding that since the creation of the party, any person 
rising to the position of president must win party approval. 


Hence, the gap between the constitutional framework and the realistic one 
becomes manifest through the change of power by violent means and the new 
president's reliance on the supreme party, the Supreme People's Council, in 
the exercise of his powers. 


After this review of the most important constitutional provisions for 
succession, one can illustrate how political succession has been handled in 
reality, beginning with 'Ali Nasir Muhammad and ending with Haydar Abu Bakr 
al-'Attas. 


Following ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il departure from Yemen in 1980, the Socialist 
party convened its second conference in which it was decided that ‘Ali Nasir 
Muhammad would replace Isma'il, thus becoming both president and prime 
minister. He was elected the party's secretary general as well while Colonel 
"Ali '‘Antar was appointed minister of defense. The struggle was confined to 
"Ali Nasir and ‘Ali 'Antar who was always the number two man in goverment. 
"Ali ‘Antar tried to get rid of 'Ali Nasir by persuading him of the need to 
resist North Yemen's military massings by stationing the army along the 
borders in preparation for a confrontation. Being aware of '‘Antar's real 
intention of clearing the capital of army troops in preparation for total 
control over the situation following his outster with the help of pro-'Antar 
militias, 'Ali Nasir went to Sanaa where he succeeded in settling the conflict 
by diplomatic means. 


"Ali Nasir was at odds with his foreign minister, Muhammad Salih Muslih, whom 
he accused of being a Saudi agent and thus was sentenced to prison. When ‘Ali 
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‘Antar tried to help him escape, the attempt was uncovered and Muti' was 
executed while 'Ali ‘Antar was vemoved from the defense ministry, particularly 
following his efforts to position a large contingency from the al-Dali' inside 
the army, and was given the purely ceremonial position of deputy chief of the 
presidential staff. 


In May 1984, things almost came to a head following a demand by 'Ali ‘Antar 
and Salih Muslin to separate the premiership from the presidency, as well as 
their demand that the president resign his post as chief-of-staff of the 
Supreme People's Council and maintain the position of secretary general only. 
"Ali Nasir gave up the premiership, which he entrusted to his ally Abu Bakr 
al-'Attas in February 1985, but did not give up the party [position] for fear 
of meeting the same fate as Rubay'. 


In the second session of the party's central committee in the summer of 1984, 
a decision to welcome Isma'il return from Moscow was made at the suggestion of 
his former adversary, ‘Ali ‘Antar. In an obvious alliance against ‘Ali 
Nasir's desire to control power, and in the wake of Isma'il's return in 
February 1985, differences began surfacing whereby armed forces loyal to each 
side began moving in the same direction as their leaders, notwithstanding ‘Ali 
Nasir's move of bringing into the new al-'Attas government a number of pro- 
Isma'il ministers. 


Although ‘Abd-al-Fattan Isma'il chaired the preparatory committee of the 
party's general conference, a post that allowed him additional control in view 
of his outstanding organizational abilities, he seriously sought to postpone 
the conference because circumstances were not in his favor, for he needed more 
time to reconsolidate his situation after a 4-year absence and he wanted to 
embarrass Nasir domestically by portraying him as incapable of convening the 
conference. Consequently, clouds settled over the domestic situation, thus 
prompting a wave of mediations following a decision by all sides to intervene 
for a military settlement if they did not take part in the new central 
committee. 


Following Soviet and Palestinian mediation, the central committee on 8 October 
1985 decided to hold the party's 3rd general conference 11-12 October. "ALi 
Nasir addressed the conference, emphasizing, in obvious reference to 'Abd-al- 
Fattah Isma'il, that certain foreign powers had tried to hamper the conference 
without success. 


"Ali Nasir was criticized inside the conference because of his moderate policy 
toward North Yemen, Oman, and Saudi Arabia, in addition to his measures to 
lift nationalization from certain establishments and his hegemony over the 
presidency and the party's secretariat. Therefore, the president offered his 
opponents considerable concessions in an effort to save the conference from 
collapse, whereby the central committee and the politburo were expanded in 
exchange for another presidential term for 'Ali Nasir. 


The question here is who succeeded in joining the central committee? 


One can say that there were no losers. All factions, within or outside the 
party, rejoined the party. "Abd-al-Fattan Isma'il returned and joined the 
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central committee and the politburo and the Rubay' group, which had been 
openly accused of deviation and conspiracy, returned as well. In other words, 
the conference did not convene to organize new elections, but rather to 
announce organizations dictated by the circumstances of the struggle. It was 
agreed to retain a pro-president majority in the central committee while the 
politburo maintained its slight tilt toward the Isma'il wing. 


Hence, it may be said that the forces that made it to the central committee 
were: 


1. The ‘Ali ‘Antar group. 
2. The ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il group. 


There are other currents that may be listed under the above division for the 
Rubay’ group, the youth current under the leadership of Badib, and the Popular 
Vanguard Party under Anis Yahya, are organizations ‘hat supported 'Ali Nasir 
while the 'Antar and Muslih groups were on the side of Isma'il. 


Upon the conclusion of the conference, each group tried to promote itself at 
the expense of the other. What is true also, however, is that no one trusted 
the other. Consequently, the situation promised to explode once again, 
particularly when ‘Ali Nasir refused to change the cabinet after the 
conference in compliance with the wish of the hardliners who wanted to remove 
al-'Attas. 


On 13 January 1986, the situation exploded militarily. There have been 
numerous accounts, some of which confirm that the hardliners opened fire on 
the president during the politburo meeting while other sources emphasize that 
what happened was a pre-emptive coup by the president in an effort to catch 
up with his adversaries before they turned against him. 


The death of the hardline cadres notwithstanding, the mobilization of loyal 
forces prior to the events triggered the outbreak of fighting, and 'Ali Nasir 
was able to bring the situation under control a few days later following his 
failure to regain power or even reach a conciliation with his adversaries. 


A new politburo was formed in which Yasin Sa'tid Na'man, Muhammad Sa'‘id 
"Abdallah, Fadl Muhsin ‘Abdallah, and Sa'id Salih replaced the members who 
vanished from political life as a result of events, and Salim Salih Muhammad, 
one of the hawks in Aden, was selected party assistant secretary general and 
joined the central committee's secretariat. 


A new 12-man presidential staff was elected under the leadership of Abu Bakr 
al-'Attas who automatically became the head of state. 


It was strange that the new elite in South Yemen criticized what they called 
"Ali Nasir's endeavors to establish an autocracy and liquidate a large number 
of party and government cadres. however, they intentionally steered clear of 
directing any criticism to his foreign policy in an attempt to underscore an 
eagerness to establish good neighborly relations with the Gulf regimes. The 
new officials place special emphasis on the maintenance of the political 
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course with Oman, Saudi Arabia, and North Yemen in particular, and Foreign 
Minister '‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Dali', who has filled the same position since the 
‘Ali Nasir era, toured the Gulf countries and Syria in order to reaffirm the 
absence of any shifts in foreign policy. 


In view of this presentation, the following may be said: 


1. South Yemen's political future portends an outbreak of bloody events aimed 
at bringing about a return to Isma'il's leftist policy in view of the growing 
forces of Salim Salih Muhammad, the party's assistant secretary general, at 
the expense of head of state Abu Bakr al-'Attas and party secretary general 
"Ali Salim al-Bid. For ever since Isma'il's exile to Moscow, Muhammad has 
been regarded as the party ideologue, hence his growing power, particularly 
Since party secretary general Salim al-Bid was incapable of giving a true 
expression to the ideological trend, bearing in mind that the position of 
party assistant secretary general is a newly-created position conferred on 
Salim Salih Muhammad. Moreover, a role may emerge for the ‘Ali Nasir 
followers similar to that played by the Rubay' followers. 


2. Although the struggle did not detract from the friendly relations between 
Aden and Moscow, Gulf countries view with concern events in South Yemen which 
will inevitably reconsider its relations with Libya which has approved the 
sending of Libyan troops to separate the warring sides; and with the PLO that 
has supported party legitimacy, as represented by president 'Ali Nasir. This 
prompted the expulsion of the PLO representative when the opposition seized 
power, while the George Habash and Nayyif Hawatimah wings did not lose any 
ground in Aden. 


3. The decision to remove 'Ali Nasir Muhammad from the current collective 
leadership in Aden is a dubious one in light of the fact that 'Ali Nasir was 
elected head of state by the 2nd general conference in 1980 and the 3rd one in 
1985 and the majority of the central committee membership supported him after 
he guaranteed its loyalty in the recent general conference. 


4. Observers of the new cabinet perceive the integration of the union among 
the forces under the Socialist Party banner due to the exclusion of familiar 
names in the People's Democratic Union and that the Popular Vanguard Party 
received only one portfolio in the cabinet. 


12502 
CSO: 4404/405 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


AGRICULTURAL OBJECTIVES OF 5-YEAR PLAN ANALYZED 
Aden SAWT AL-UMMAL in Arabic 26 Jun 86 p 5 


[Article by Nadiyah 'Abd-al-Rahim: "Shedding Lights on Development Trends 
of Agriculture Sector During Third 5-Year Plan"] 


[Text] Agricultural development is receiving much attention in the country's 
economic and social development plans. The responsibility of this important 
sector is to respond to the population's increasing needs for foodstuffs and 
to provide the raw materials required for industry in addition to providing 
agricultural export commodities. 


The sector's plan aims, through the third 5-year plan for economic and social 
development, at the following: increasing the value of agricultural 
production to almost 42 percent at the end of the plan. This amounts to about 
72.8 million dinars at 1985 prices, namely, with an annual growth rate of 
almost 70 percent. The plan strives to develop both pland and livestock 
agricultural activity just as it intends to increase the government sector's 
contribution in agricultural production to 24 percent at the end of the plan 
1S opposed to 17 percent in 1985, with the cooperative sector approaching 37 
percent compared with 34 percent in 1985. Meanwhile, the private sector's 
contribution will decrease from 49 percent in 1985 to 39 percent at the end of 
the plan. 


The plan strives to achieve an annual growth rate of about 7.7 percent for 
plant agricultural production which is expected to reach almost 49.7 million 
dinars at the end of the plan. The increase will be realized in agricultural 
yields of all types at differing rates. The plan aims at increasing grains at 
an annual rate approaching 0.7 percent, cotton at about 22 percent, tobacco 
at 6.5 percent, sesame at 9 percent, vegetables at 12 percent, fodder at 7 
percent, and fruit at 10.4 percent. 


This is to be compared to the annual increase in the area for long-living 
trees ata rate of 2.3 percent, which would reach 20,500 feddans at the end 
of the plan. 


This will be realized through a number agricultural projects that are listed 


the plan which will concentrate, for the most part, on the development of 
agricultural products principally directed such as a project for developing 
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state farms, cooperatives, research programs, and experimental and guided 
projects. 


The plan aims at realizing an increase in the annual growth rate of animal 
production from the current 6.4 percent to about 23.1 million dinars at’ the 
end of the plan at 1985 prices. It aims at increasing total animal production 
at various rates. The annual rate for poultry will reach almost 9.5 percent 
(28 percent in the course of time). The increase in poultry will lead to 
self-sufficiency for egg consumption and will cover almost 40 percent of 
poultry consumption at the end of the plan. Lower annual growth rates will be 
realized for the other animal products ranging from 1 percent for sheep and 
goats to 2.2 percent for honey products, 3.7 percent for dairy products, and 
4.7 percent for beef products. 


These increases will be especially realized in the area of poultry products as 
a result of increasing production activity in this area through the 
establishment of a number of additional production units. 


The plan also aims at setting up a number of experimental units for raising 
and fattening sheep and goats in a number of state farms and to nationalize 
these units once their quality is established. The experimental program will 
continue to improve the stock of sheep and goats and its applicability will be 
broadened to reach the quickest results with the least expense. The plan aims 
through irrigation projects at causing an increasing the size of land to 
almost 34,500 feddans during the years that the plan calls for. The new areas 
include almost 8,000 feddans and this is in harmony with the trend toward 
vertical expansion. A number of studies will be carried out in the framework 
of the third 5-year plan on the waters of the Ahwar, Ribwah, and Bana valleys; 
the agricultural development of coffee; and marketing operations for fruits 
and vegetables. 


csc: 4404/420 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


ECONOMIC SITUATION WITH BULGARIA DISCUSSED 
Sanaa AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 18 Jun 86 p 2 


[Article: "The Secretary General of the General Confederation of the Local 
Councils for Cooperative Development Leads Delegation to Sofia"] 


[Text] The delegation of the General Confederation of the Local Councils for 
Cooperative Development went to Sofia under the chairmanship of Brother 

Sadiq Amin Abu Ra's, the secretary general of the confederation and member 

of the Permanent Committee for a visit of several days to the Bulgarian Peo- 
ple's Republic. Brother Sediq Amin Abu Ra's indicated in a statement to SABA' 
NEWS AGENCY that he will convey, during the visit, a message from the brother 
Colonel ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, the president, commander in chief of the armed 
forces, and secretary general of the People's General Conference, to His 
Excellency President Todor Zhivkov the president of the State Council of the 
Bulgarian Republic, concerning the relations of friendship and cooperation 
that exist between the two countries and their friendly peoples. 


He stated that during the visit the delegation will conduct discussions with 
the responsible authorities in the Secretariat of the Permanent Bureau of the 
Bulgarian Peasants’ Confederation aimed at developing the cooperative relations 
between the General Confederation of tthe Local Councils for Cooperative De- 
velopment and the People's Confederation of Peasants. 


He indicated that the discussions wiil center around the possibility of utiliz- 
ing the expertise in the fields of agricultural development, the evolution of 
traditional craft industries, and the training and rehabilitation of technical 
cadres. 


Brother Sadiq Amin Abu Ra's concluded his statement by saying that this visit 
will enable him and the delegation accompanying him to observe the various 
areas of progress and revolutionary developments attained by the Bulgarian 
Republic. 


12655/6662 
CSO: 4404/404 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


GROWTH IN FISHING INDUSTRY ANALYZED 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 23 Jun 86 p 10 


fArticle: "Agricultural and Animal Wealth Has Becone One of the Basic Pillars 
of the National Economy and Independence"] 


[Text] On reviewing the agricultural and animal production in the Arab home- 
land (and Yemen is a part of this homeland) we find it low relative to the 
rate of population growth and the rate of increase in the individuals" consump- 
tion resulting from an amelioration of their material and living conditions. 

It is clear that the Arab homeland imports large quantities of meat as well 

as some basic agricultural products like wheat to satisfy the increasing 
demand of its population for these products. 


Considering the current suffering of most of the Arab countries from a defi- 
ciency intheir productive capacity of grains, the development of Arab animal 
production becomes a very important necessity, as is the serious concern for 
the production of the fishing wealth which is abundant in Arab waters and 
which can contribute to covering a large part of the deficiency in meat pro- 
duction and consequently in establishing Arab nutritional security as an 
important basis for nutrition and a renewable source of animal protein. 


It is well known that fishing is more vrofitable than agricultural production 
if modern scientific methods are used, and if the stocks are preserved. Fish 
also provides nutritional values that are much higher than those provided by 
many of the agricultural products. Thus, it is necessary to realize a ba- 
lanced development in both the agricultural and fishing sectors equally. In 
spite of the differences in the methods of exploiting the fishing resources 
among the Arab countries, and in spite of the abundance of this resource in 
our regional waters and the adjacent international waters, they are exploited 
by foreigners. If they were optimally exploited, they would arrest the growth 
of imports which drain much of the hard currency on the one hand and threaten 
nutritional security on the other hand. 


In order to cover our domestic needs for meat, and reduce the imports of this 
commodity, the political leadership, under the leadership of the faithful 








son of Yemen, Colonel ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, the president, commander in chief 
of the armed forces, and secretary general of the People's Conference, attempted 
to set up the basic foundation for developing this resource and established, 

in 1980, the General Organization for Fishing Resources Development. Since 

its inception, the organization has conducted an intensive campaign to guide 
the local fishermen on how to exploit this resource using sound methods, 

and to introduce the fisherman and the consumer to new types of marine catch 
such as shrimp. Neither the fishermen nor the local consumers were aware of 
this type of catch and its nutritional values The organization conducted 
experimental operations to haul in shrimp and launched a publicity campaign 

for the catch to such an extent that it has now become one of the most import~ 
ant marine products desired by the Yemeni citizens. We observed this fact from 
the statistics recorded for the amount of catch for all kinds of fish which did 
not include shrimp in the year preceding the establishment of the organization. 


The organization also encouraged and established a number of cooperative 
societies for fishermen in different regions where constituent assemblies were 
established for the following fishing associations: al-Luhayyah, al-Kahwbah, 
and al-Khawkhah. These associations aim at raising the standard of living of 
the local fishermen, increasing their productivity, and encouraging cooperative 
efforts. 


However, the efforts exerted by the organization to establish these coopera- 
tives have not been completed. The legal procedures, and the elections to 

form the administrative bodies to be conducted by the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Work have not been done even though the constituent assemblies were 
formed more than a year ago. 


On following the statistics collected to estimate the fish production in Yemen 
in 1983 we find a noticeable development in the increase in production. This 
is due to the efforts exerted by the state to develop the fishing sector, and 
extend the necessary requisites to respond to their needs; e.g., building an 
ice factory in Maydi and al-Khawbah facilitated for the local fishermen the 
preservation of their catch without spoilage, and eliminated the need to 
travel to al-Hudaydah to procure ice; also, the establishment of fishing ports 
in each of al-Khawbah and al-Hudaydah facilitated for the fishermen the pro- 
curement of fuel, ice, and other requisites; it made unloading the catch easier 
and effortless; and eliminated the need for travelling hundreds of meters into 
the sea to transport the catch and the other requisites form and to the boats. 
The provision of auction halls in al-Khawbah and al-Mukha' facilitated for the 
fishermen the sale of their catch. 


The fish production for the Republic has attained the expected quantity to be 
fished by the end of 1985, i.e., 20,598 tons. 


On studying the table of fishing statistics for the last 3 years (1983, 1984, 
1985) we notice that: 
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1. Surface fish represent the majority of the annual catch. The most import- 
ant types, as they are known by their local names, and are favored by the 
Yemeni consumer in 1985 are: 


(dayrk), al-bayad, bikas sharwah, darb, zaynub, and baghan, i.e., 
2,351 + 1,260 + 105 + 3,778 + 966 + 2,246 = 10,706 tons. 


2. Reef fish were observed constituting a small proportion of the catch due 
to: 


a. The dearth of coral reefs on the Yemeni coast. 

b. Circumstances related to the fishermen themselves and the lack of facili- 
ties. The most important of these types are: al-murjan, al-'antaq, al- 
kishr, i.e., 

903 + 1,386 + 1,239 = 3,528 tons 


Fish Production During Last 3 Years 





in Tons 

Type 1983 1984 1985 

(Dayrk) 2,788 3,115 2,351 
Sakhlah 43 183 966 
Darb -- 939 966 
Jahsh 1,903 1,759 2,268 
Zaynzab 724 678 840 
Tudaf 519 ksk7D 1,386 
Kisht 951 550 1,239 
Baghah 7,311 4,214 2,246 
Sa'bariya oe 476 420 
"Arabi 193 440 42 
Bayad 1,157 672 1,260 
Sharwah -- 366 378 
"Antag -- -- 1,386 
Mur jan -- 678 903 
"Arawid -- 141 168 
Lakhm 1,361 703 1,239 
Other fish 2,073 2,840 2,094 
Shrimp 17 239 320 
Total 19,030 18,566 20,598 


Prepared by Engineer Muhammad ‘Abbas al-Faqih 


12655/6662 
CSO: 4404/404 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


ECONOMIC AGREEMENTS WITH MOROCCO--[Article: "Two Agreements Signed for Eco- 
nomic, Technical, and Trade Cooperation Between Our Country and Brotherly 
Morocco"] Two agreements for economic and technical cooperation and trade 
exchange between our country and the brotherly Moroccan Kingdom were signed 
yesterday. The two agreements were signed on behalf of our country by brother 
Ahmad Qa‘id Barakat, minister of economics and industry, and on behalf of the 
Moroccan side by Brother Doctor Tahar Masmoudi, minister of trade and industry. 
The two sides signed also the minutes of the economic discussions conducted 

by them in the Moroccan capital during the period of 16-17 June 1986. The 
minutes included a working program for economic and technical cooperation for 
the years 1986 and 1987 in the fields of tourism, marine fishing, fish 

canning industry, and craft industries. The minutes of the discussions em- 
phasized the necessity of deepening and enhancing the relationships of eco- 
nomic and technical cooperation within the framework of the deep-rooted brother- 
ly relations that exist between the two countries to serve the common inter- 
ests of the two brotherly peoples. [Text] [Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 18 Jun 
86 p 2] 12655/6662 
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MUJAHIDIN FIRE ROCKETS AT SOVIET AIRBASE 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 17 Jul 86 p l 


[Text ] 


/13104 
cso: 4600/445 


(Dispatches) Heavy fighting 
flared around 

last week as Soviet and 
Afghan troops moved on 
Mujahideen in Qandahaz and 
destroyed part of an historic 
mosque in Mujahideen held 
Herat, western diplomats 
said Tuesday. 

Numerous explosions 
echoed around the capital of 
Kabul throughout the week, 
the diplomats said, with 
Mujahideen rocket attacks 
on military installations 


prompting retaliatory fire. 
The diplomats, speaking at 
separate briefings on condi- 
tion they not be identified, 
said at least 20 civilians and 
four Mujahideen were mar- 
tyred around the country, but 
ave no other casualty 
igures. | 
Their reports could not be 
independently confirmed. 
The Kabul government 
rarely has allowed Western 
journalists into 
since the Soviet Union 
invaded in December 1979 to 
support the army against an 
insurgency by Muslim guer- 
nillas. 
There are an estimated 
120,000 Soviet troops cur- 
rently in the country. 


The diplomats quoted 
sources as saying fierce fight- 
,ing raged in Herat, the third 


city 385 miles (620 
km) west of kabul, with 
Mujahideen units taking con- 
trol of most of the center of 
the city. * - © 

At one point, Mujahideen 
set up a base in the historic 
Masjid 7 the Friday 
mosque, “In the hope the 
would not come under fire,” 
said one di t. / 

But Soviet artillery bom- 
barded the shrine, destroying 
part of it, both. diplomats 


One diplomat said all com- 
munications and land links 


‘with the city had been 


severed and civilians were 
relying on food shipments 
from neighboring Iran. 

The diplomat said Soviet 
and Afghan troops had 


Qandahar, 280 miles 
km) south of Kabul and he, 
—_ sources as reporting 
t the Mujahideen there 
were having difficulties 
On Tuly d Soviet heiicop- 
ters bombed the nearb 
Shakadara area, martyring 
civilians, the diplomats said. 


con- 
trol of most D miles 1450 


AFGHANISTAN 





INDIA 


STOLEN U.S. PAPERS SAID TO REVEAL RELATIONSHIP WITH PAKISTAN 


Madras THE dINDU in English 14 Jul 86 p 9 


[Text] 


Protection Assured 


NEW YORK, July 13. 

The United States had given assurances to 
Pakistan that it would come to its assistance, if 
necessary with the use of American armed for- 
ces, if it was attacked by India but provided no 
such help during the 1971 Indo-Pakistani con- 
flict, according to classified U.S. Goverriment 
documents. 

The documents, which Iranian students claim 
to have seized from the American embassy in 
Teheran when they took it over in November 
1979, are still being published in a series of 
volumes by “Muslim students following the line 
of the Imam (Ayatollah Khomeini)” 

Two of the recent volumes relate to Pakistan 
and contain photocopies of telexes, mailgrams 
and typed letters exchanged between Ameri- 
can missions in Teheran, Islamabad, Paris and 
the State Department in Washington. 

Seizure of the documents is believed by 
some experts to be the most extensive intelli- 
gence !oss to the U.S. since the fall of Saigon in 
1975 when emergency evacuation of the em- 
bassy there had to be undertaken. Significant 
changes have since been made in information 
handling in American embassies. 

Mention of the reported American assur- 
ances comes in a letter dated January 2, 1978, 
from the U.S. Ambassador in Teheran, Mr. Wil- 


liam H. Sullivan, who writes to the State De- 


partment that during a recent meeting of Ameri- 
can chiefs of mission held in Nepal, the then 
U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan “indicated that 
the Pakistanis felt we had let them down in the 
most recent India-Pakistan military engage- 
ment”. 

The Bare! engagement” referred to in the 
letter obviously is the Bangladesh war of De- 
cember 1971. The documents mention Pakis- 
tan's feeling that Washington had gone back 
on its word. 


Beyond bilateral terms: Mr. Sullivan's letter 
goes on, “according to Hummel, this feeling 
was enhanced by the fact that the U.S. had 
given the Pakistanis assurances which went 
well beyond the terms of the 1959 U.S.-Pakis- 
tan bilateral. (That agreement indicated that the 
U.S. military reaction would ensue +! if Pakis- 
tan was attacked by a communist State or a 
State that is “communist inspired”, he points 
out), 

“According to Hummel's story, the Ambas- 
sador, Mr. Walter McConnaughey, auring his 
tenure in Pakistan, was authorised to inform Pa- 
kistan that, even if the attack against it came 
from some non-communist quarter (e.g. India), 
the U.S. would still consider itself bound by the 
bilateral and would react accordingly, This ver- 
sion of events obviously accounts for the Pakis- 


tani feeling that we. reneged on our word when 
the Indian attack actually came”, Mr. Sullivan 
wrote. ' - 

Mr. Sullivan mentions that everyone at the 
meeting was “considerably astounded by this 
revelation of history”. If tt was accurate, “It re- 
presents an extension of assurances to Pakis- 
tan which has gone beyond anything we have 


_ever given to Iran", he adds. 


This is the first time that mention has been 
made by any U.S. assurance to Pakistan that it 
would help it, even by using its troops, if “at- 
tacked” by India. Even American envoys pre- 
sent at the Nepal meeting were “astounded”, 
Mr. Sullivan writes. 

“When all of us challenged Hunmel on his 
facts he suggested we consult the (State) De- 
partment and specifically get the text of a me- 


morandum done by the legal advisor's office in 
the context of the charges Bhutto made in 1977 
that the U.S. Government had betrayed Pakis- 
tan. This memorandum allegedly gives a full re- 














cital of the age om a conversations and 
the authorisations whicn he had received from 
Washington precedent to his discussions with, 
the Pakistanis”. .° ; A239 
* Embarrassment: in his letter, the Ambassad-: 
or asks if similar assurances have been given’ 
to Iran also, He’ also’ states that in discussing 
the nature of U.S.- commitments to Pakistan 
with the Shah of iran he hed pointed out con-! 
sistently that “our bilateral agreement of .1959° 
imposed no obligations upon us with respect to 
an indo-Pakistan confrontation”, and adds that 
if the Shah had private knowledge Of  aSsur- | 
ances allegedly given to Pakistan, ‘it is obvious- ' 
ly a source of some embarrassment to me”. 

What reply Mr.*Sullivan received from the 
State Department is not contained in the 
documents. Later in the volume, a confidential; 
note on “American security assurances to Pakis- 
tan” .mentions that virtually all meetings . bet-. 
ween high-level Pakistani and American polic 
makers In the last generation have been mark-’ 
ed by Pakistani efforts to obtain security assur- - 
ances, both privately and in any joint jcom-. 
muniques issued aftertheevent .  ... 
~ The note says that with Pakistan's withdraw- 
al from SEATO, the only legai U.S. obligation 
came under the 1959 cooperation agreement re- 
‘lating to CENTO and limited by the “Eisenhow-; 
er doctrine” to cases of communist country ag-| 
foe inet Pakietan. in such-a case, the, 

.S. would be obligated to “take such appro- } 
priate ore. including pl» of armed forces, ; 
as May upon and as is envisaged in 
the joint oer to promote peace and stabi- 
lity in West Asia”, itadds. — DUS: . Sua 
* Obligation: The note emphasises. that this, in: 
essence, was an obligation to consult, and no- 
thing more. In 1970, Administration inform- 
ed ress that the resolution was with re- 
gard to a particular’ crisis and did not authorise 
the use of U.S. armed forces. ~ 

Pakistan, Mr. Sullivan says, has been more 
concerned about- obtaining security "assur- 
ances’ against aggression by India than by com- 
munist countries. “Its representatives have elici- 
ted from the U.S. a number of ambiguous texts 
and verbal assurances, of which they maintain 
careful notes.” { 

The principal document usually cited is an 
aide-memoire given to Pakistan by the U.S. on 
November 5, {62 which stated that Washing- 
ton “reaffirms its previous assurances that it 
will come to Pakistan's assistance In the event 
of aggression from India against Pakistan”, Mr. 
Sullivan writes. 

However, a U.S. public statement on Novem- 
ber 17 had assured both india and Pakistan that 
if Its assistance to one were misused and di- 
rected against the other in aggression, “the U.S. 
:would undertake immediately appropriate ac- 
tion both within and without the U.N. to thwart 
such aggression. 

“Our 1962 assurances regarding aggression 
from India lost whatever legal effect they once 
had", the note says, adding, ‘despite Pakistani 
interpretations of these documents and Bhutto's 
occasional public complaints, the U.S. is not 
obligated by any of these agreements or any 
other understanding to provide arms gratis or 
on credit to Pakistan".—PT] | j 4. iQhj 
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Purpose of Nuclear Program 
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[Text ] 


NEWYORK, July 14, 4 
The purpose of Pakistan's nuclear 
gene military, secret U.S. Goursunae 
available now state. 9 '4* @asi" 
Pakistan wanted to give its people, India and 
others a perception of a Pakistani military rena be 
bility, Islamabad's AmbassaJor to 'F 7} 
Iqbal Ahmed Akhund, is quoted e8 having told 
his American counter in Paris eight 
ago. 'This is contained in the documents being” 
published by Iranian students who said they sei- ' 
zed them from the U.S. embassy in Teheran in‘ 
November 1979. * 1G Bite . kD 
- Two volumes of documents on Pakistan con! 
tain a confidential telegram sent on October 22, 
1978, by the American envoy in Paris\:who is» 
not clearly named in the documents;i'to Mr. 
Arthur Hummel, U.S. Ambassador in Pakistan. 
Intended to finish plant: !t said Mr. “Akhund_ 
had ‘told him that Pakistan had every.\intention, 
——- the nuclear reprocessing plant on, 
ter France cancelled its contract ta. 
up the plant in Isiamabad.: yay 
The documents throw interesting : light on, 
how the U.S. persuaded France to cancel the: 
contract, prompting an angry reaction from Pa, 
kistan. The cancellation caused immerise bitter- 
ness in Pakistani-French ties for years to'come. ” 
Lately, however, there have been reports in the | 
Pakistani press that Paris may compengate ! 
mabad for going back on the contract! “4. 
‘3 Obviously unhappy with the cancellation; Mr. 
» Akhund told the envoy ‘Washington 'was' 
‘“mesmerised” by the nuclear non-proliferation: 
issue and * hiediok ss fan. 3 


_ ings’. according to the pa or. Seent, 3 


He (Mr. Akhund) virtually admitted! that the . 


rae of the plant was oe —to olen the: 
akistani people, Indians and 


tion of a Pakistani military capability But he he: 
also justified the programme on other grounds, 
and insisted that Pakistan understands, non-pro-? 
liferation,” the telex from the: American dip-* 

_lomat said. 

: Mr. Akhund said that tn 
to Pakistan, the Indian and Afghan situations 
mandated the need for a nuclear weapons Capa- 

| bility: !This. did pot mean that: Pakistan would, 

| explode a device: It meant simply that Pakistan’ 
should have the capability to do so,” he.added. 

“The papers show that ington doubted: 
" Pakistan sould, “on its own, .complete’a 
processiig plant suitable for commercial opere- 

. ton, or. find an alternative foreign’ supple’, to as" 

‘ gist In completing it. = © 

| sh: THowever, the Pakistanis might well ll on 
with the project, constructing a relatively small | 
and crude plant designed to producé pure 

_ plutonium, the purpose of which would ‘be dear: 

‘ to.all,” the State Department told its missions ing 
lslamabad, Teheran and Paris. met) 
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U.S. decides to soften blow: Ultimately, 
when France cancelled its contract after back- 
stage consultations with the U.S.. the Ameri- 
cans were surprised at the “mild” reaction from 
the Pakistani press and the Government. Ameri- 
cans had been considering a package of 
economic and possibly military assistance as a 
means of containing the Pakistani reaction to 
the French decision and also to dissuade Islama- 
bad from going ahead with its own reproces- 
sing plant. 

An American embassy assessment of Gen. 
Zia-ul Haq’s two years in power on July 11, 
1979. mentions among his “minus” points that 
he had “recklessly pursued an independent 
nuclear weapons option at the cost of his re- 
lationship with what is still Pakistan's most im- 
portant patron, the United States.” 

The documents also bring out Pakistan's per- 
ception that India remained its “principal 
threat”, despite the Afghan developments. This 
has not come in the way of massive U.S. arms 
assistance to Islamabad in subsequent years 
because of the events in Afghanistan. 

The main threat: A State Department brief on 
formal discussions between American and Paki- 


stani delegations in Washington on October 16 
end 17, 1979, mentions that the Pakistanis, led 
by Mr. Agha Shahi, then Foreign Affairs Advis- 
or to Gen. Zia and subsequently Foreign Minis- 


ter, had indicated that they continued to consid-* 


er India the main threat. despite the immediacy 


of their problems with Kabul. They -stressed: 


that their defences were planned against India. 


In a discussion of the diplomatic elements of 
Pakistani security, the U.S. side stressed its in- 
tention to “continue to take into account Pakis- 
tan's interests in the management of its rela- 
tions with major continental powers of Asia.” It 
also. said it would continue to “use our influ- 
ence in New Delhi to encourage Indian restraint 
and cooperation with Pakistan,” the brief 7 

Pakistan claimed during the talks that India 
had accepted its assurances of peaceful intent 
of Islamabad’s nuclear programme “at face 
value”. Mr. Agha Shahi recounted his discus- 
sions with the then Indian Foreign Minister, Mr. 
S. N. Mishra, in Havana and New York, and in- 
dicated that Mr. Mishra was satisfied by the Paki- 
stani assurances.—PTI 


’ PTI reports from New York: 

Weapons for Army, Navy: Pakistan, having 
acquired 40 F-16 jet fighters from the U.S.. is 
now asking Washington for new ships for its 
Navy and tanks and artillery for the Army. 

On the eve of the Pakistan Prime Minister, 
Mr. Mohammad Khan Junejo’s talks with the 
Reagan administration, a senior Pakistani offi- 
cial in Islamabad is quoted in the New York 
Times today as saying that Islamabad will seek 
a shift in its military aid request, asking for help 
in ‘rebuilding’ its Army and Navy. 

The $4.2-billions military and economic aid 
package recently approved by the Reagan ad- 
ministration for bakistan is expected to be the 
top item on Mr. Junejo’s agenda. The — 
said it would be out of this package that Pakis- 
tan would want the strengthening of its Navy 
and Army. 
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BJP LEADER MEETS PRESS BEFORE 'SAVE-PUNJAB' MEET 
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[Text ] 


‘JALANDHAR, July 13. 


4 h- BJP leader, Mr. A. B, 
Vajpayee, today called upon 
the Centre to stop the current 
process of normalising relations 
with Pakistan until it ceased inter- 
fering in the internal affairs of this 
country by training terrorists. 

ddressing a press conference, he 
demanded that the Centre should issue 
a detailed white paper about the Paki- 
stani intervention and also stiffen its 
attitude towards Pakistan. 

Mr. Vajpayee is here to participate in 
the “save Punjab” convention being 
organised by his party. He said that 
India should confront Pakistan with 
actual facts and figures and give up the 
“double policy” that it was pursuing 
towards that country. 

The matter should also be pursued at 
the international level by exposing the 
sinister Pakistani: role in encouraging 
terrorism. 

He called upon the Barnala govern- 
ment to give top priority to the task of 
curbing terrorism and winning the 
confidence of the minorities to check 
the continuing migration of the Hindus 
from Punjab. 

The Barnala government must, in 
collaboration with the Centre, take 
every posible step to eliminate the 
climate of fear and panic of the min- 
orities. If (lee migration was not check- 
ed soon, it could have serious re- 
purcussioris in other states. 
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~The BUP leader defended his party's 
demand for the deployment of army ia 
the three border districts on the ground 


ee a ae 
infiltration of anti-social elements , 


from across the border effectively. The 


ee ea 


demand if the same objective could 
sash hen Galley to tam. 
Mr. Vajpayee called upon the state 
government to authorise the deputy 
commissioners to call. in the army 
whenever they felt it necessary. Such 
steps had been taken in several other 
states and there was no reason why the 
same should not be done in the border 
‘districts of Punjab, where the situation 
had already gone out of conirol. 
He ied the Badal group's 
asking the Union government 


‘to initiate talks with the Damdami 


Taksal and the All-India Sikh Students’ 


‘the integrity of the country, he said. 
The Prime Minister’ $ statement of- 
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settle terntonal disputes. He suggested 
that the terms of reference of the third 
commission should be so drafted as to 
prevent varying interpretations. 

Referring to the construction of the 
SYL canal, Mr. Vajpayee felt Haryana 
should hand over the construction 
work to the Centre because it would 
noi be able to complete it by August 15. 

On Chandigarh, Mr. Vajpayee re- 
iterated the BJP stand that the transfer 
of Chandigarh to Punjab and the 
Hindi-speaking villages to Haryana io 
lieu of Chandigarh should take place 
simultaneously. 

Accepting the need for a united front 
of all democratic parties to fight against 
terrorists indulging in killing and loot- 
ing, Mr. Vajpayce reiterated the plea 
for curbing the menace of anti-social 
elements io create mutual confidence 
and trust between the two com- 
munities. 

UNI adds: The BJP conference here 
today rejected the demand for a ‘Sikh 
homeland,’ saying the unity and inte- 
grity of the country was not negotiable. 

In a resolution the conference said: 
“The Punjab problem is a cumulative 
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effect of the separatist policies pursued 
during the last three decades by the 
Akali party and decisions taken by the 
Congress from time to time for politi- 
cal expediency and appeasement.” 

It claimed that the dissident Akali 
Dal, the AISSF, the Damdami Taksal 
and now the Istri Akali Dal had 
openely demanded a ‘Sikh homeland.’ 

The conference said it was time for 
the people and the Central government 
to take “serious cognizance of this 
divisive and separatist move and take 
a determined stand.” 

Bhabaneswar (TOINS): “Jagrat Or- 
issa”, founded by the former chief 
minister, Mra. Nandini Satpathy, has 
urged the Union government to call a 
round-table meet on Punjab. 

In @ memorandum submitted to the 
governor, Mr. B. N. Pande, yesterday, 
it asked the government not to be a 
“mute spectator” to the challenge the 
extremists in Punjab were posing today 
and. others: might pose elsewhere 
tomorrow.” 

The memorandum appealed to the 
Prime Minister to intervene effectively 
in the Punjab crisis to restore law and 
order. 
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NEW DELHI, July 14, 

The deadline for the Desai Cornmission, due 
to expire tomorrow, was today extended inde- 
finitely. The Union Home Minister. Mr. Buta 
Singh wrote to Mr. Justice Desai who presides 
over the Commission — tne third body (after 
the Matliew and Venkataramiah Commissions) 
entrusted to identify the Hindi-speaking areas 
of Punjab to be given to Haryana in lieu of Chan- 
digarh — to ignore the July 15 deadline 

The Hc ne Minister s letter followed a review 
of the political situation of the Punjab-Haryana 
region by the Political Affairs Committee of the 
Union Cabinet 

In an informal talk tonight, Mr. Buta Singh ex 
piained that. in taking this decision, the Centre 
took into account the view of the Punjab Chief 
Minister, Mr. Surjit Singh Barnala that he could 
not attend to the territorial issues because of 
his preoccupation with law and order ' 
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A notification issued by the Home Ministry 
later removed the July 15 deadline for the Com 
mssion 

Tne Desai Commission, set up on June 20. a 
day vefore the second deadline was due to ex 
pire. rai) into a stalemate because of the Punjab 
Government's decision not to cooperate with it 

Because of the deadlock, the Centre had 
tried for an informal out-of-commission settle 
ment between Punjab and Haryana Mr. Bar 
nala and the Haryana Chief Minister. Mr. Bans: 
ial met the Union Home Minister. Mr. Buta 
Singh. last week and although no agreed basis 
for talks emerged, it was decided to continue 
the contacts 

There had been some talk of an omnibus 

covering both the territorial transfers 


package 
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[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, July 13. 


HE drama in the Prime Minis- 

ter’s secretariat that preceded 
the decision to do away with those 
clauses of the Punjab accord that 
relate to the transfer of Chandigarh 
has not been less bizarre than that 
marking the successive stages in 
the year-long effort to implement 

. the clauses. . 


The decision to appoint a fourth 
commission to determine the modal- 
ities of transfer of Chandigarh was 
taken soon after the home minister, 
Mr. Buta Singh's efforts to persuade the 


9] 


and the sharing of river waters. — Our Special 
Correspondent 
Punjab chief minister, Mr. S. S. 


accept the Desai com- 


Who all were involved in the de- 
| cision-making is not clear, but there rs 
no doubt that the idea of appointing a 
fourth commission was the product of 
the “think thank” in the Prime Mints- 
ter’s secretariat. There is also evidence 
that an atiempt had been made to 
make the decision a fait accompli by 
beaking it Out to the press. 

The “decision” was not announced 
by the home ministry as it had been 








always doing on Punjab affairs in the 


past. The ministry's publicity outfit 
was kept waiting tll late in the evening 
for an expected “important an- 


nouncement” to be made. The an-. 


nouncement, however, never came. 

Meanwhile, the “decision” was in- 
formally conveyed to one of the na- 
tional news agencics from the Prime 
Minister's secretariat. 

The other news agency was left out 
in the cold and was sulking the next 
day, having missed the story splashed 
across the front page of all national 
dailies. 


What motivated the “think tank” to 
leak out the “decision” is not clear, but 
that it was leaked out makes it obvious 
that the idea of a fourth commission 
was not just the product of simple 
logical deduction from the fact that the . 
Punjab chief minister remained un- 


| At any rate, evidence points to the 
|bome ministry remaining uninvolved 
‘in it Mr. Buta Singh the next day 

\refured to comment oa the news, but 
[Be atep Gd ast deny &. ! 

~ PM'S STATEMENT a 


Whether the Prime Minister, then in | 
Aizawl, was consulted before the “de 
cision” was leaked out will never be. 
known. But full 48 hours passed before: 


;Mr. Gandhi declared at a press con- 
|Serence that he saw no need for the | 


' The method adopted was almost the 
‘same as when the “decision” was 
leaked out. And there was anxiety to 
vensure that the news of the reversal 
should get displayed next morning. 
Whoever's view may have finally 
‘ prevailed, the reasoning that led to the 
| reversal of the decision was simply that 
if two judicial commissions headed by 
|supreme court judges had failed to 





moved in his rejection of the Desai 


com mission. 





Migrants Unwilling To Return 
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[Text ] 


KARNAL, Haryana, (PTI. 


h IGRANTS “ from _trouble-torn 
Punjab appear rcluctant to re- 
turn home, reflecting their level of 
confidence in the state's law and 
Order apparatus. :-- 
+ Most of “them, belonging: to the 
middie and lower middle classes, 
ate determined to settle down ontside 
Punjab and want monetary and ma- 
terlal assistance from the Central ind 
the concerned state governments for 
their rehabilitation. The migrants have 
gone to Haryana, Himachal Pradesh 
and Delhi ‘mainly and some to places 
more distant. 

Although no authentic statistics are 
available with the authorities either in 
Punjab or in Haryana about the cxact 
number of this new class of refugees, 
the problem has assumed tor pro- 
portions,. particularly in Haryana, 
where large groupsere camping in 

places 


‘dharamshalas’ and ‘of worship. 


¢ 
» 
\ 


LOSS OF: FAITH e 


A group of migrants. rom Fateha- 
bad in Tarn Taran sub-division, a 
terrorist-infested ae ia Amritat 
district, now shelter in ‘Brah-- 
min Sabha’, ood said: “We have 
lost faith in both the Centre and 
Punjab governments”. 

The Barnala ministry did every- 
thing for the rebabilitation of migrants 
to Punjab but is not at all bothered 
about its own people who are being 
driven out of the state by the terror- 
ists,” one of them, complained, 


Another migrant flourished a press 
clipping of the report which said 
“201 plots were alloted ‘o Sikh mi- 
grants in Ludhiana on July 2 and 
Rs. 1.75, crores had been disbursed 
to 1,000 Sikh migrant families as 
subsidised loan throu commertcia] 
banks to earn their jivelihood”, 

“'2 it is possible in Punjab why 
not in Haryana”, the bearded young- 
man esked? — 


GRANTS SOUGHT 


The migrants have formed a “Pun- 
jab migrant organisation” and are try- 
ing 10 establish contact with different 
groups in Haryena and Delhi. 

Dr. Madan Gopal Sharma, speak- 
ing for the migrant families, said 
these people wanted jobs, shelter and 
some grant to rehabilitate thelr up 
rooted families. He also wanted the 
government to take wy for 
the education of their children. 


Dr, Sharma ruled out any “ 
lities of the migrants returnin 
Punjab and said ell efforts ma io. 
this rd by Magsaysay award 
— a Amte, Mr. Umrao Singh, 

leader, and even 
the One ct magstrate of Amritsar 
ha 

Beba Amte even volunteered to ac- 
company them to their respective vil. 
at 

oup of migrants in Am. 
is mae ted hb having refused mone- 
tary tance from some public-tpl- 
rited people. They were however, 
thankful to the voluntary organisa- 
tions which were looking efter them. 








Dr. Sharma, in an open letter to 
the Prime Munister, has threatened to 
undertake a “fast unto death” if the 
authorities failed to provide shelter, 
jobs and financial assistance of 
Rs. 20.000 to cach migrant family by 
Juiv 22. 

Some migrants from Pattl, Fateha- 
bad and other villages in Tarn Taran 
sub-diision said Punjab bad become 


totally unsafe for them. Even the sar- 
panches in ther respective villages 
had requested them with folded hands 
to lease their houses as they were 
unable to protect them from the ter- 
roris{s, 

Having failed to get their help from 
the people in the town and neigh- 


houring areas, the migrants after two 
months set out from their villages on 
Moov 21 and were still running from 
pillar to post in search of employ- 
dent. Only three persons, who were 
accountants by profession, have mas 


Muved to get jobs and moved their 
families to this city in rented houses. 

They plan to meet the Harvana 
chict minister, Mr. Bansi Lal, to plead 
for assistance. Practically every mi- 
grant eroup in Haryana felt the Prime 
Minister should personally visit the 
terrorist-infested areas if he wanted 
tO censure their return. 


CAUSE OF CONCERN 


The migration is causing concera 
to the state government because the 
micrants are still qrickling in from 
the Rajpura barrier on the Grand 
Trunk Road, despite claims to the 
contrary by the Punjab government, 
Haryana government sources sald. 

Ihe concentration of these people, 
mainjy from Tarn Tern and Batala 
sub-disisions of Amritsar and Gur 
duspur districts respectively, is in 
Yumuna  Nagar-Jagadhari, Ambala 
cantonment and city, Karnal, Nilo- 
hheti, Asandh, Pundri, Baragaon, 
Pipi, Jadwa, Pehwa, Shahbad, Sone- 
pat ond Ponmrpat. 

Ihe district authorities have now 
heen asked by the state government 
to assess the situation and prepare a 
detailed list of the migrants, @ senior 
State covermment official said. 

The Bansi Tal administration has 
also directed the district authorities 
to monitor reported cases of migra- 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/1964 


thon from the sta’: to Punjab and 
cross-check every report in this re- 
gard. 

The authorities in Ambala are re- 
ported to have noticed some trucks 
crossing the Rajpura barner into 
Punjab. On verification they turned 
out 10 he migrants from UP, the offi- 
cial said. 


MANY WELL OFF 


Many of these migrant families, 
the district authorilles in Haryena 
Pointed out, have mivved to the houses 
of relatives or to rented houses. 

It was very dulicult to keep track 
of this catepory of migrants as they 
were well off and did aot ask for 
any assistance from the authorities. 


Their number was “quite substantial.” 


Those seeking shelter in ‘dharam- 
shalas” and other religious places, are 
also slowly moving out in different 
localities and some of them have gone 
to Delhi. Some of the migrants keep 
shuttling between Haryana end Pun- 
jab to assess the situation in thei 
home town. They also go to Delbi 
as they feel the chances of getting 
belp there are brighier. 


Referring to the common complaint 
of the migrant familics thet the state 
government was offering no assistance 
to thein, the district authorities mala- 
tained it was the policy of the Har 
yana goverment not encourage mi- 
gration 

The state government, however, 
could not stop anyone from changing 
his domicile as the whole of Indiv 
belonged to all its citizens. 

“But we can’t open a rehabilitatios 
department for them,” said a senior 
officlal, adding that they were trying 


to help them to the extent possible 


on humanitarian grounds. 

He ruled out any grant or conces 
sional plots for their rehabilitation 
on the ground that such a move could 


lead to further micration and possibly 


@ chain reaction in the state. 

The Harvana covernment sources 
pointed out that the appropriate 
authrrity to take coenisance of the 
migration problem was the Central 
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government hecause the state could 
do very little in this regard. 

They were taking all precautions 
to cusure that the public syenpathy 
for the migrants did not create ary 
feaction in the state which might io 
stil a sense of insecurity. among the 
minorities in Haryana. 


CONGRESS SURVEY 


Some migrant leaders who tried to 
organise @ shiv sena in Ambala were 
taken to task, the sources said, add 
wing that ail precautionary steps were 
beiag taken to provide security to 
the minorities. 

According to a survey conducted 
by the city Congress in Batala, fami- 
lies from 34 villages in Gurdaspw 
districe bad moved outside. In Fatih 
gach Churiao alone almost one-third 
of the 16,000 population of the mino 
tity cammunity bad left the place 


For instilling confidence among the 
people in rural areas the Punjab gor: 
ernnrent is encouraging them to applv 
for arms licences, the procedure for 
which t auite cumbersome. In ane 
case, very few people can avuil of 
the opportunity of liberal licensing 
because a weapon costs et least Rs 
10,000. 

Despite these constraints, authori 
ties receive about 200 to 300 appll- 
cations for licences every mouth. 

The authorities are also encourag- 
ing people to organise village voiun- 
teor forces to put up resistance to 
the terrorists and such bodies have 
been set up in a number of places 

The Barnsla government is aio 
sending Influential people to the 
neighbouring states to persuade the 
migrants to return home. 

On the other hand, there have been 
reports of migration into Punjab 
from UP, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, 
Bibar and Haryana. 

According to Punjab  govermment 
sources, 26,00 Sikh migrents had 
come to the state, out of which 
10,000 were registered In Ludhiana 
alone. Out of 10,337 applications re- 
ceived up to February 14, 1986, for 
registration, 7,982 identity cards had 
been issued. 

















UNI REPORTS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR MIG-29'S 
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NEW DELHI, July 13 (UNI). 


| basa has finalised a memoran- 
dum of understanding (MOU) 
with the Soviet Union for the 
purchase of the futuristic MiG-29 
fighter aircraft. 

India will thus become the first 
country outside the Soviet Union to 
acquire this latest fighter in the Soviet 
Air Force inventory. 

It is expected that more than two 
squadrons of MiG-29s would te 
purchased outright in fly-away con 
dition and “substantial” numbers are 
likely to be assemble and produced 
indigenously at the Hindustan Acro- 
nautics Limited (HAL). 

DEFENCE TEAM 

A high-level defence delegation con- 
sisting of senior officials of the ministry 
of defence, the Indian Air Force and 
HAL, recently visited Moscow to con- 
clude the MOU. 

A final contract in this regard has not 


aircraft to any of the Warsaw Paci 


country. 

The MiG-29 incorporates the latest 
in avionics and is considered to be 
superior to the American F-}6 Falcon, 
now with the Pakistan Ais Force. 

The MiG-29, codenamed “Ful- 
crum” by NATO, is fitted with large 
Pulse Doppler lookdows / shootdown 


CSO: 4600/1965 


94 








The MiG-29's sustained rate of turn 
is saad to be among the big improve- 
ments over carlser Soviet fighters. The 
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CONSTRUCTION OF PIPELINES STOPPED FOR FINANCIAL REASONS 
London KEYHAN in Persian 3 Jul 86 p 8 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher, Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] The Islamic Republic oil minister stopped completely the implementa- 
tion of the project related to the construction of the main oil exportation 
pipeline known as Moharram, and he also ceased until further notice the ef- 
forts related to the pipeline transferring oil to the main gas pipeline. 
Exactly 6 months before, the Islamic Republic had very hastily invited for- 
eign companies to undertake the construction of these two pipelines. 


There are indications that the Islamic Republic oil minister plans to complete 


a smaller oil pipeline with the help of the volunteers from the Ministry of 
Reconstruction Crusade. 


South Korean, Japanese, Italian, and West German companies were given notice 
at the end of last month that the proposals which they had submitted to the 
Oil Ministry last December (1985) in response to invitations by the Islamic 
Republic relating to the constructionof the Moharram pipeline had been re- 
turned, and as viewed by these companies, this action by the Oil Ministry 

is a complete halt to the implementation of this project. 


The Moharram pipeline was supposed to carry oil from the main pumping station 
at Gure (north of Khark Island within Iranian soil) to the Taheri of ‘Alaviye 
port located in the Kangan District. According to this project, a floating 
terminal would hzve been constructed in Kangan; thus, the Islamic Republic 

would have owned a terminal less vulnerable than Khark. 


A South Korean company by the name of Dove Company and another company from 
Japan by the name of G.G.C. Corporation, were the winners with the lowest 
bids. In addition to these two, Sung Yung Construction Company and Dalim 
Industrial company from South Korea, Philip Hultsman from West Germany, and 
Saypem and Snamp Rogati from Italy were the winners. 


The second pipeline was to carry oil to the second line of the gas pipeline, 
which the Islamic Republic now wants to utilize for oil exportation. The 
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mtract for the implementation of this pr 


rojyect I 


had been awarded to the Ital- 
company, Saypem, and the South Korean company, Dalim Industrial, but no 
idvance payments had been made to these two companies to begin work. The 
president of Saypem doubts that--given the currency shortages--the Islamic 


Republic would reinitiate the implementation of this project any time soon. 
such a case, the Islamic Republic must pay the two aforementioned companies 


he expenses relating to mapping and other preliminary work or, instead, give 
these two priority status in future 


shut-down and postponement of these two projects more than ever forces 


Islamic Republic to use the Khark facilities. Since 1 year ago, as the 
‘anian oil arrived at Khark, it was carried to the Siri Island in southeastern 
n using rental tankers. Those buying oil from the Islamic Republic woulc 
there without fear of attack by Iraqi airplanes. However, the tankers 
hich transferred the oil to that island were many times attacked by the 
[ragis. The last attack was on the 357,000-ton tanker "Cyprus" which took 
‘lace during the last week in May resulting in its catching fire and suffer- 
much damage. 


me unconfirmed news reports indicate that domestic contractors and volunteers 
‘om the Reconstruction Crusade using the plans submitted by the companies 
innine the bids for the Moharram line have begun work and have made consider- 
ble progress. 


[t has also been learned that because of the attack by Iraqi planes last month 
1 the Naziabad Refinery, one of its units has been completely shut down 

ind would require several months to repair; another unit which had sustained 
less damage is to begin work as of next month. 


-4 
— 


he Naziabad Refinery refined 220,000 barrels of oil daily. Due to damages 

inflicted upon this refinery, the Iranian National Oil Company imports oil 

products from abroad on an increasingly daily basis in an attempt to offset 
resultant shortage. Since the Ahadan Refinery with a daily refining 


ipacity of 625,000 barrels became inoperative, the Islamic Republic imports 
00,000 barrels of oil products per 


per day and now has been forced to add an 
idditional 100,000 barrels to that. The entire domestic consumption of Iran 
700,000 barrels per day, and Iraqis have been laying in wait since last 
1onth for those tankers wnich carry this material to Iranian ports. Thus, 
‘arly in May, the tanker “Harmony One" belonging to Malt Oil Company, which 
was carrying oil and gas oil to Iran, was attacked near Khark and sank. 
Two other projects have been prepared for refining raw oil: the 
of one refinery in Arak, and the construction of 
--each with a daily capacity of 220,000 barrels. 
today's situation and conditions, the work of 
ineries were to begin, it would 


construction 
a refinery in Bandar-e'Abbas 
Nonetheless, even if with 
construction on these two 

be several years before the production 
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IRAN 


COUNTRY PLUNGED IN 'BANKRUPTCY' ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL DATA 
Paris QIYAM-E IRAN in Persian 26 Jun 86 pp 1, 12 


[Text] At the General Assembly of Chambers of Commerce, the president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Industries, and Mines of the Islamic Republic presented 
such a picture of the financial and economic situation of the country that 
anyone with a little knowledge of arithmetic would tremble upon seeing it. 


He stated, "If the price of oil were to remain stable at $12 per barrel and 
we were to export oil at the level of 1984, our cash income would at the 

most be $8.5 billion. Considering the devaluation of the dollar, our true 
income at last year's (1985) value of the dollar would be about $6.5 billion." 
Even if Iran were not embroiled in an unending and costly war which is de- 
vouring 40 percent of the country's cash income, it would still not be able 
to fulfill its objectives with $6.5 billion. Since 1971, the development and 
renewal programs in Iran have been based on an annual income of $20 billion. 
When two thirds of this income is lost and we have to spend on war more than 
one third of the remaining two thirds [sic], it means that the majority of 
the economic, industrial, and commercial programs is halted and several mil- 
lion Iranians lose their work and daily bread. 





The president of the Chamber of Commerce, Industries, and Mines has tried to 
be cautious in his remarks and not say anything that would provoke to anger 
His Excellency the Imam. Nonetheless, he has not been able to conceal the 
worries which exist. 





According to him, "With the decline in oil prices, the cash income and some 
portion of the income from other economic entities which depend heavily on the 
cash income are decreased. It is predicted that the national income will 

face the danger of a decrease equal to at least 30 percent." 


The word "at least" used here has come to the aid of the speaker. Even though 
the price of oil per barrel may stabilize at $12 and we may be able to export 
oil at a level equal to 1984--that is, before the war of tankers in the Persian 
Gulf and the bombing of Khark and Ganava, the decrease in our national income 
would be far more than the minimum which the president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, and Mines estimates. 
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Again according to the president of the Chamber of Commerce, "It is pre- 
dicted that during the current year, the government will face the threat 

of a budget deficit equal to 45 percent. The majority of factories--if 
immediate action is not taken--will shut down, and more than 3 million jobs 
will be threatened." 


Note with greater care these words uttered by a high-ranking member of the 
Islamic Republic government: At least 30 percent decrease in the national 
income..., a 45 percent budget deficit..., the shutdown of factories, and more 
than 3 million people unemployed! 


Obeyd Zakani writes, "A phlebotomist by the name of Abubakr bled a matron's 
vein. As the surgical knife was applied, she broke wind. The matron fell 
unconscious with shame. After a time, she asked, "Master Abubakr, how dost 
thous see mine predicament?" He replied, "Blood is flowing, wind is breaking, 
and the tongue works no more. May the grace of God be upon thee." 


Alas that the sad predicament of Iran and Iranians has frozen smiles upon 
all lips. The satire of Obeyd Zakani and the fables of Mollah Nassr al-Din 
can no longer cause joy. Nevertheless, the predicament is as the phlebotom- 
ist declared, "Only if God may bestow his grace." 


During Fath-Ali Shah's era too, a group of clergy--quarrelsome and boisterous 
--under the pretext that Islam was in danger and one must arise in defense of 
Islam, dragged Iran into a calamitous war. Anyone who wanted to condemn 

that insane act of aggression and prevent war was assaulted with the accusa- 
tion of heresy. In those days, too, the slogans were the same as one ob- 
serves today. Perceptions were the same, actions were the same, attitudes 
were the same, and the approach the same. The result was that a country was 
thrown into a tempest of catastrophe. When all was lost, they hid their 
heads under cloaks and each crawled into a corner. 


In the 7 years before the Islamic Revolution--that is, from 1971 to 1978,-- 
Iran's income from the sale of oil was $105 billion according to official 
Statistics. During the 7 years after the Islamic Revolution, Iran's income 
from the sale of oil amounted to more than $116 billion, $11 billion more 

than the income before the revolution. If only one day the tumult of the 
clergy should cease and an opportunity should arise for the nation of Iran to 
collar the so-called Islamic government to demand what they had done with 

the money, then the same scarfed people who today cry out, "Yes, oh Khomeyni," 
will come to their senses and realize what has befallen Iran and how many 
generations must pay for this ominous game--this era of abomination. 


[A total of] $116 billion cash income during the years when "Iran has ostens- 
ibly returned to the bosom of Islam" has evaporated into thin air. Now, the 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, Industries, and Mines is also writing 
for the bankrupt country and the disaster-stricken nation of our the same 
prescription as others of high rank within the Islamic Republic: Monetary 
self-management and separation of industries from oil! 
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If by self-management vertigo and going in circles are meant, then the presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Commerce is correct. Bankruptcy causes one to engage 
in dancing; however, renouncing the income from oil and depending on income 
derived from non-petroleum exports with which to administer industries and 
prevent unemployment for several million workers are topics best considered 

by false and illiterate clergy at Friday Prayer sermons and not by an offi- 
cial of rank--with authority in economic and financial affairs at the Assembly 
of Chambers of Commerce. 


According to remarks made at this very Assembly of Chambers of Commerce by 

the president of the Chamber of Commerce, Industries, and Mines, the amount of 
cash income derived from non-petroleum goods was about 3 percent in the year 
before the revolution and 2.4 percent in the years since the revolution. 


It is, of course, possible to administer with such income in manufacturing, 
copperwork, and foundry industries and bring Iran into the ranks of many 
poor Third World countries which are in need of aid from the Red Cross, CARE, 
and UNICEF for their daily bread. However, if once again vour purpose is to 
conceal the truth and deceive the people, may God not forgive you for the.... 
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PAX ISTAN 


EDITORIAL URGES THRESHOLD SYSTEM FOR POLITICAL PARTIES 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 14 Jun 86 p 4 
[Editorial ] 


[Text] Federal Minister of Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Iqbal Ahmed Khan 
has said that the question of introducing discipline in politics and bringing 
into line activities of unregistered parties is under consideration by the 
government and a final decision on this will be taken only after examining all 
aspects of the subject. He said this recently at a press conference in Lahore. 
He explained that the need for such legal action was felt because there are 
some political parties which are not legally competent to take part in elec- 
tions. According to him, discipline in politics is an important and basic 
requirement for democracy to flourish. 


Legally, the situation is that only those parties are competent to take part 
in elections which have registered with the election commission. The unreg- 
istered parties argue that, according to the constitution, they are only 
obliged to render their accounts to the election commission and they have al- 
ready done this. In this context, it may be noted that the reason why Peoples 
Party [PPP] has considered it advisable to do so is the fear that some other 
party may apply for registration under that name. 


One aspect of the question of bringing political parties under the rule of 

law is that it is easier said than done. Under present conditions, there may 
be an argument or even a complaint and a protest that this law is merely de- 
signed to create difficulties for political parties (especially the PPP) which 
are popular among the public but which regard registration as unnecessary. 

And these parties will not limit their complaints and objections to merely 
verbal protests. 


A lot can be said on the pros and cons of registration. The basic point is 
that the aims and purpose of every political party is to present to the people 
its views and programs regarding the country's affairs and interests and to 
obtain their support so that if the people like its program, this party may 
give a practical shape to its program by forming a government. The federal 
minister for justice and parliamentary affairs has a point when he asks if 
under the law a political party is not competent to take part in elections, 
then what is the purpose and justification for its political activities? 
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In a democracy, civil and political liberties and the right to free expre 
including that for organizations, is considered to be fundamental and undi 
puted, but at the same time in a democracy political activities cannot be al 
lowed to become political license, and discipline is necessary. At this po: 
the situaticn is that there are no more than 6 or 7 political parties with 
standing, but already 15 or 16 political parties have registered with the e!} 
tion commission. It is also important to know what the election commission’ 
norms for granting registration are. Already at least 18 applications for 
registration from political parties are pending before the election commissi 
Moreover, there are two notable political parties and many nominal parties 
which are neither here nor there. These parties insist on their separate 
tity and identity, but because they are just confined to the foundiiug leader 
and his nominated officials, they need a national political alliance like th: 
MRD to function. Even though experience has repeatedly shown and Nawabzada 
Nasirullah has publicly said, in reference to the MRD, that it has heen our 
misfortune that whenever we are about to reach the goal, the alliance foryed 
for common purpose collapses with the result that we lose all that has been 
gained through joint struggle and some political parties grab the booty of 
fruits of the joint struggle. 


Nawabzada’s tough talk is in reference to the MRD. But so long as a standa: 
for political parties is not laid down, adopted and acknowledged, politica! 
parties will not be able to play any significant role in elections on thi 
basis of their own solid and practical performance. Realistically, it is 
necessary, and that is why politics is called the art of the possible, that 
the question of norms for political parties be candidly accepted and acknow!] 
edged. In this context, the most important point is that the number of poli 
tical parties should not be unlimited like mushroom growth, but that their 
number should be appropriate and reasonable. When, in connection with the 
1985 elections, a debate was going on over whether elections should be held 
on party basis or non-party basis, it was forcefully argued that political 
parties should be under an obligation to obtain a certain percentage of votes 
or seats at the national and provincial levels and the parties which did not 
fulfill this requirement should be barred from functioning as political par- 
ties. The February 1985 elections were held on a non-party basis. But a few 
months later when the National Assembly was considering amendments to the Pol- 
itical Parties Law of 1962, a proposal was put forward that it should be mad 
compulsory for political parties to obtain at least 5 percent and 2-1/2 per- 
cent of the votes at the national level and in all provinces respectively. 

But this condition had to be given up because of narrow interests and special 
policies. Meanwhile this is an important and fundamental issue, and parlia- 
ment should consider it seriously and realistically. If government has found 
it necessary to examine the purpose of political activity of those political! 
parties which are not legally competent to take part in elections, then, for 
the sake of the immensely important object of strengthening the political sys- 
tem on a long-term basis, it is also necessary to examine whether or not there 
should be a suitable norm to evaluate the performance of political parties 
which are competent to take part in elections. Political policies may tempt 
one to ignore this basic question, but political dictates and realities will] 
continue to point to this issue. But first of all, it is necessary that gov- 
ernment take a clear stand on this subject. This stand shouid be so fair that 
no realistic and sensible political party may take issue with it. And if any 
political party tries to do so, then democratic circles should have no hesita- 
tion in condemning it. 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL DENOUNCES PEOPLES PARTY THREAT TO LAUNCH MOVEMENT 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 13 Jun 86 p 9 
{Editorial ] 


[Text] Punjab Assembly Speaker Mian Manzoor Ahmed Wato, who is also the chair- 
man of the Okarha District Council, said that he has learned that the [Paki- 
stan] Peoples Party [PPP] will take part in local elections for seven vacant 
seats on that council. He described it as an important decision by the PPP 
which proves that the party has recognized local bodies and will consolidate 
the democratic process and strengthen democracy. 


At the moment, the PPP has two options. It may take part in elections of rep- 
resentative institutions (assemblies and local bodies) and contest the 1987 
third municipal elections on a party basis, and, by demonstrating its popular- 
ity among the masses and its ascendancy over other parties, get ready for the 
next general elections. The second option is that which the chairperson of 
the party, Miss Benazir Bhutto, announced regarding starting a movement on 5 
July and demanding elections before the fall this year. At a press conference 
in Larkana, she issued a warning that in case she was rearrested, people will 
not take it lying down and they will launch a movement to free her. On this 
occasion she also demanded that the government release the remaining political 
prisoners without delay, otherwise, during the fall, the Pakistani masses will 
open the gates of the prisons and free their leaders. 


Prime Minister Mohammad Khan Junejo has rejected out of hand the movement 
starting on 5 July as equivalent to a demand for mid-term elections. 


Addressing people from different parts of the country gathered in his native 
village, Sindheri, he wondered how these people had the impudence to demand 
mid-term elections. He continued as follows: The fact is as clear as day 
that, even though the February 1986 elections took place on a non-party basis, 
the people took full part in these elections, elected their representatives 
to national and provincial assemblies and declared them competent to serve 
the country and represent them for a fixed period. Therefore these represen- 
tatives are morally bound to serve their constituents to the best of their 
ability. His government is aware that certain elements are trying to capture 
power through the back door but they will never succeed. His government has 
come to power through free and fair elections and governments are not changed 
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through speeches in public meetings. Such changes come by mutually agreed 
procedures. The liberal policy that his government has adopted towards poli- 
tical activity is meant to strengthen democracy. This should not be taken to 
mean that his government is so weak that it will permit certain political 
parties to go beyond the bounds cf law. His government will never be cowed 
by empty threacs and it is fully capable of dealing with elements bent upon 
disrupting peace and creating disorder. 


July fifth is not far off, when it will become clear which of the two options 
the PPP has chosen. Is it the path the Punjab Assembly speaker referred to 
about the PPP decision to contest seven vacant seats of the Okarha District 
Council or is it the path of agitation that Miss Benazir Bhutto announced 
during her press conference in Larkana? Miss Benazir Bhutto has descrited 

her movement as a peaceful struggle and given the title of "ambassadors of 
democracy" to the workers and volunteers who have been nominated and recruited 
to take part in the movement. But experience has shown that when a movement 
Starts or is started, intentions or declarations of its peaceful nature are 
left by the wayside. In this context, the recent statement of Pir Pagaro is 
noteworthy. In this he said that if under the cover of its demand for elec- 
tions before the Fall, the PPP tries to block traffic or to disrupt peace 
through violence, or tries to interfere with public peace, then people, through 
their determined opposition, will frustrate the unholy designs of the PPP. In 
this context, Pir Sahib referred to the last PPP rule (from late December 1971 
to the beginning of July 1977) when, according to him, this party captured 
power by playing with the life, property and honor of the people, by political 
assassinations and revengeful actions. Now the Pakistani people will never 
allow it to come back to power. 


It is clear that Miss Benazir Bhutto returned to the country after ending her 
self-imposed exile only after careful consideration. Her announcement of the 
5 July movement in connection with her demand for elections before the fall 
and her earlier tour of the country for 1 month before Ramazan are part of the 
same decision. It is natural that her “realism” or illusions should have in- 
creased because of the crowds, the carnival atmosphere at her meetings and 

the mixture of spontaniety and ceremonial there. But it is certain that if 
Miss Benazir embarks upon her movement, the opposition to it will not remain 
confined to the present government, but the circle of struggle, confrontation 
and tension will become very wide indeed. The result may not be the elections 
before the fall which she had referred to, but the real fear is that the newly 
restored democracy and the democratic system which has begun after 7-1/2 years 
will be in dire trouble, and no democratic-minded and patriotic Pakistani will 
Support and cherish the movement. 
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